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HIS 130    American History from Colonization to the Civil War    Fall 2001PRIVATE 

Professor Greg Kaster
Office: SSC 217 

Office Hours: MWF 10:30-11:20, M 1:30-4:30, F 1:30-3:00, & by appt.
Phone: x7431 (leave message); E-mail: gkaster@gac.edu
One is astonished in the study of history at the recurrence of the idea that evil must be forgotten, distorted, skimmed over.  We must not remember that Daniel Webster got drunk but only remember that he was a splendid constitutional lawyer.  We must forget that George Washington was a slave owner . . . and simply remember the things we regard as creditable and inspiring.  The difficulty, of course, with this philosophy is that history loses its value as an incentive and example; it paints perfect men and noble nations, but does not tell the truth.

                                                                                                                         --W.E. B. Du Bois (1935)
History, despite its wrenching pain,

Cannot be unlived, and if faced

With courage, need not be lived again.

                                                                                                                            --Maya Angelou (1993)
The history of a nation is, unfortunately, too easily written as the history of its dominant class.

                                                                                                                        --Kwame Nkrumah (1964)
Yeah, I cut class, I got a D

`Cause history meant nothin' to me.               

                                                                                                                       --Jungle Brothers (c. 1989)
Products of successful American history courses know basic social facts about the United States and understand the historical processes that have shaped these facts.  They can locate themselves in the social structure, and they know some of the societal and ideological forces that have influenced their lives.  Such Americans are ready to become citizens, because they understand how to effect change in our society.  They know how to check out historical assertions and are suspicious of archetypal "truths."  They can rebut the charge that history is irrelevant, because they realize ways that the past influences the present, including their own present.

                                                                                                                       --James W. Loewen (1995)
History shows that a nation interested primarily in material things invariably is on a downward path.  Great wealth has ruined every nation since the day that Cheops laid the corner stone of the Great Pyramid, not because of any inherent wrong in wealth, but because it became the ideal and the idol of the people.  Phoenicia, Carthage, Greece, Rome, Spain, all bear witness to this truth.

                                                                                                                       --Eleanor Roosevelt (1927)
Those who don't remember the past are condemned to repeat the eleventh grade.

                                                                                                                       --James W. Loewen (1995)
REQUIRED READING
This Syllabus (distributed by e-mail and available online)

Misc. Handouts (distributed in class) 

Selected Websites (see Syllabus)

Mapping American History, C-D ROM (included following the last page of the textbook listed next)

Goldfield, Abbott, et al., The American Journey, vol. 1, Brief Second Edition 

Klick, The American Journey: Study Guide, vol. 1, 2nd ed. 

Understanding and Answering Essay Questions 

Reading Critically about History 

The American Journey: Document Set, vol. 1 

Wheeler/Becker, Discovering the American Past, vol. 1, 5th ed. 

Johnson & Wilentz, The Kingdom of Matthias 

Blight, ed., Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 


All books should be purchased without delay in the Book Mark (located in the basement of the Campus Center, across from the POs).  If you are unable to locate anything there, ask staff for assistance.  

REQUIRED VIEWING


In the course of the semester we will view five outstanding videos (see schedule below).  Except for the first one, which is short enough to show in class, all are scheduled in the evening at 7:00 PM (location to be announced) on these successive dates: Thursday, Oct. 11th; Wednesday, Oct. 17th; Thursday, Nov. 15th; Thursday Nov. 29th; Thursday, Dec. 6th.  These films are required of all students enrolled in this course.  I strongly prefer that you attend the scheduled screenings.  If you cannot attend due to a documented illness, an emergency, a co-curricular conflict, or the need to prepare for an exam or complete a paper in another course (all of which must be brought to my attention in advance!), you are still responsible for viewing each film by the start of class on the day following the scheduled screening.  Films will be at the A-V desk in the basement of the library.  Bear in mind, however, that they will NOT be available to you on the days when they are screened for the class.  So plan ahead to make sure you have viewed the film prior to its scheduled screening if you must.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Welcome.  In this course we will survey American history from colonial times to the republic's near destruction in civil war, though we will concentrate most of our attention on the nearly 100 years bounded by the Declaration of Independence (1776) and the Second American Revolution (1861-65) which resulted in the violent overthrow of southern slave society.  Along the way we will encounter a variety of fascinating Americans, including Indians, Puritans, revolutionaries, revivalists, reformers, feminists, entrepreneurs, workers, slaves, immigrants, and politicians.  


Several principal questions structure the course: First, how and why did the separate and diverse colonies that made up early America unite in revolution against England and create a new republic founded on the principles of liberty and equality?  Second, how and why did that same republic come to be divided less than a century later into two warring societies, one centered in the South and the other in the North?  Third, and related to the previous question, what were the points of unity and conflict among Americans between 1607 and 1865?  Finally, and most broadly, what was the relationship during that same period between the individual/collective agency of Americans and the constraints they faced?  Put differently, at any given moment whose historical agency was least/most constrained, and how, why, and with what consequences both short- and long-term?


In pursuing these questions we will pay close attention to the major changes and continuities in American society and culture between 1607 and 1865; to the values, beliefs, behaviors, and experiences of both elite and nonelite Americans; to the various languages (religious, political, economic, and cultural) that provided both common ground and grounds for conflict; to the cultural diversity and complexity of American society; and to the process (and ideal) encapsulated in the motto of the Great Seal of the United States—E Pluribus Unum, or "Out of Many Comes Unity."

MAKING HISTORY

People make history by their actions and words.  But all of us "make" history in another sense as well.  Making history in this other sense has to do with the histories we create (in our heads and on paper) out of the many dimensions of our global, national, local, familial, and individual pasts.  That is, it has to do with interpretation and imagination.


In this course we will look at past Americans making history as they went about creating families, working, oppressing others or resisting oppression, accumulating or striving to accumulate wealth, waging war, and more.  Simultaneously we will make history in the classroom as we exercise our historical imaginations on the facts and evidence before us to create our own persuasive interpretations of the American past, grounded in specific and relevant historical evidence drawn from the course readings, web sites, audio-visual materials, lectures, and discussions.


This implies that our classroom will be something other than a place where you sit passively as the professor dumps facts over your head in the hope that you absorb them.  Our classroom will be more like a workshop or studio in which we will make history, or histories, out of the facts and evidence that you encounter in the course readings, web sites, audio-visual materials, lectures, and discussions.  Throughout the semester, both verbally and in writing, you will have opportunities to shape and present your own interpretations, as well as to critique those of others.  Your ideas—the histories that you make—are an essential part of the course.


You will find that making history in the second sense described above requires empathy, a readiness to investigate ideas and persons you may find different or even repulsive, and especially imagination.  Drawing on the evidence available to you, you must imaginatively reconstruct the lives and times of past persons.  More than that, you must create a dialogue in your imagination between those persons and yourself.  You must, in short, introduce the past to the present and the present to the past, uncovering not only what separates them, but also what links them.

ABOUT THE READING

The reading for this course consists of evidence from the period and recent interpretations by professional historians.  Frederick Douglass's Narrative, the selections in the Documents Set, and the evidence in the chapters of the Wheeler/Becker book are examples of what historians call "primary sources"—that is, evidence left by persons who lived during a particular period under study.  The Johnson and Wilentz book on Matthias is an example of "secondary sources"--that is, scholarly writings by historians (and/or scholars in other disciplines) studying the past from the vantage point of their present.  Historians make use of both kinds of sources, though typically the most original and time-consuming part of our research involves locating and interpreting primary evidence.  Textbooks like our own The American Journey, whose narratives synthesize secondary works, might be called "tertiary" sources (in James W. Loewen's phrase).  They are meant primarily for classroom use, though a fine text like The American Journey also belongs on one's personal reference shelf until such time as it is out of date (even then you may wish to keep it as an example of how American history was interpreted, taught, and learned at the time the textbook was written). 


The reading and the thought it provokes are essential parts of the course.  To learn from and enjoy this course you must complete all assigned reading on time, and you must enter into a conversation with it.  Read Reading Critically about History.

ABOUT THE LECTURES

Lectures and the reading are meant to complement one another, although they will not always perfectly coincide.  Since this course emphasizes a hands-on, interactive approach to history, lectures will often be mixed with discussion of the readings and other materials.   Typically each lecture will be at once factual and interpretive.  Lectures are designed to provide additional historical evidence and frameworks with which you can work in developing your own interpretations, as well as an example of one historian (me) at work interpreting history.  Your attendance at lectures is a basic requirement of this course.  You will be expected to draw on lectures (along with relevant course readings, web sties, audio-visual materials, and discussions) when writing exams.
ABOUT THE DISCUSSIONS

We will typically devote much if not all of each class meeting to a discussion of at least some of the week's scheduled reading.  Discussions are a crucial part of the course and critical to its success.  They offer you an opportunity to learn collectively with your peers in an informal atmosphere.  You will be expected to draw on discussions, in addition to lectures and the reading, when taking exams.  In continuing with this course you commit yourself to preparing for, attending, and regularly and energetically participating in discussions.  Missing or sitting passively through them will not only count against you but will, more importantly, impede your learning and thus hurt your overall performance. 
ABOUT THE WRITING: REFLECTION PIECES, ESSAYS, EXAMS, AND QUIZZES

REFLECTION PIECES: These will be occasional.  They will be short responses (c. 1-2 pages, typed and double-spaced) to your perusal of a website whenever you see one or more websites listed on this syllabus.  When there is more than one listed, you may choose the one that interests you most.  (I am indebted to Professor Karl Jacoby of Brown University whose online Syllabus for “American History to 1877” supplied most of the web addresses cited here.)  Questions to consider:  Who (what individual or organization) sponsors the website?  Does it seem reliable?  What can you learn from it about the topic(s) it covers?  What material(s) on the site did you read/view, and what did you learn in the process?  What are the strengths and limitations of the site?  What did you find most interesting about the site, and why?  These reflections will not be graded; however, failure to write them will adversely affect your final grade.


ESSAYS: You will write five short interpretive essays (c. 4-5 pages, typed and double-spaced) based on Wheeler/Becker chapters 2, 5, 7, 9, and 10 (see schedule below).  Together these assignments will introduce you to, and allow you to practice, the kinds of primary source analyses undertaken by professional historians.  Exact topics will be distributed on week in advance.  Note: All written work completed outside of class will be evaluated both for substance and style.  Remember to proofread, “spell check,” and correct each essay before submitting it.  Essays that ignore the prescribed  format (to be explained)) will be penalized a full letter grade.  Retain a hard (print) copy of work submitted; remember when word processing to save a backup copy of your document on a diskette; be careful not to damage or lose diskette; and consider printing a hard copy of your writing as you proceed.

EXAMS: There will be three “hour” exams, including the final.  Exams will be essay in format.  They will require you to synthesize, or weave together, evidence from the readings, lectures, discussions, and (as relevant) audio-visual materials through the date of the exam (unless I announce otherwise).  Reading Understanding and Answering Essay Questions and Reading Critically about History, and working out regularly (at least once a week) with Klick’s Study Guide and the textbook Website (http://www.prenhall.com/goldfield) will help to ready you for the exams.  Of course, critical reading, careful listening, good note taking (during lectures, discussions, and audio-visuals), and active, persistent participation are also musts!  NOTE: THIS IS COLLEGE.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSIGNED MATERIAL WHETHER OR NOT WE DISCUSS (OR “GO OVER IT”) IN CLASS.

READING QUIZZES:  These will be occasional and may not always be announced in advance.  They will last 10 minutes and consist of short answer
questions and identification items (i.e., for each item explain who or what it/she/he was, when and where it/he/she occurred, and why it/she/he was historically significant.
ATTENDANCE/MISSED WORK, ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, & EVALUATION

ATTENDANCE/MISSED WORK: Regular attendance is critical and required!  You are allowed one (1) unexcused absence.  For each absence beyond the first (except in the case of a documented illness, emergency, or college-sponsored co-curricular activity) your final course grade will be lowered one-third (e.g., a B would become a B-in the case of two unexcused absences; a C in the case of four).  There are no excused absences, except in the case of a documented illness, emergency, or college-sponsored co-curricular activity..  There are no make-ups, extensions, or incompletes except under extraordinary circumstances and only by prior arrangement with me as far in advance as reasonable.  Late work will be penalized a full letter grade; missed work will be graded F.  Bear in mind that I do not videotape, record, or provide oral/written summaries of lectures or discussions.  If you miss class, you alone are responsible for the material you missed (including lectures and discussions).  Word to the wise: Nothing is more obvious to a professor than who is or isn't attending class regularly and, more importantly, participating actively.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Your work must be your own; plagiarism or cheating will result in an automatic F for the work in question and possible further disciplinary action (please review carefully the Academic Honesty Policy in the current Academic Catalog).  Students who fail to respect their classmates and/or the course requirements will be asked to withdraw or simply dropped.  

EVALUATION: Grading is an art, not a science.  It is the clarity, depth, accuracy, honesty, and improvement of your work that concern me most.  I am impressed by high levels of preparation and engagement with/in the course, as well as by extraordinary effort, though obviously results are no less important than effort.  Attending class and completing assignments are but minimal, though obviously crucial, first steps.  In this course, as in life, passivity and irresponsibility will count heavily against you.  Final course grades will be calculated approximately this way: Essays=25%; Exams=25%; Quizzes=25%; attendance/participation=25%.  I understand the evaluative meaning of letter grades as follows: A=excellent, B=very good, C=good, D=poor, F=failing.  Bear in mind that the presence of excellent writing or insights does not alone guarantee that the work in question is excellent.  Each of you will submit a self-assessment (see attached) with your final exam.  You should review that form carefully now and again at mid-semester.  


(Students with documented learning disabilities or other legitimate needs relevant to academic performance should schedule an appointment with me right away so that appropriate measures can be taken.)
SCHEDULE
Please bring your copies of this Syllabus, The American Journey (=Text below) , the Documents Set (=Docs. below), and the Wheeler/Becker book (=W/B below) to every class meeting beginning Friday Sept. 7th.    As you read the text, pay close attention to all visuals (e.g., maps, graphs, tables, pictures).  Note that the course is organized chronologically and topically into four major parts (not counting the Introduction): From Dependence to Independence; From New Republic to Liberal Capitalist Republic; Slavery and Reform; and The Civil War: America’s Unfinished Second Revolution.
Each week’s reading (see Read/Discuss) should be completed by the date indicated.  Weekly reading assignments average out to roughly 125 pages, so read steadily!  Note: ch.=chapter.
I.  INTRODUCTION
SEPT.   

5:  Greetings: Who Are We?  Why This Course? 

7:  No Trivial Pursuit: "History as a Way of Learning"

     Read/Discuss: This Syllabus; Understanding and Answering Essay Questions; Reading Critically       about History

Film: 

Who Owns History (28 min.), Friday, Oct. 7th , in class

II.  FROM DEPENDENCE TO INDEPENDENCE
10:  Old World/New World: Europeans “Discover” America                           

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 1


12:  Cultural Collision and Exchange: The Indian-European Encounter

       Read/Discuss: Docs., ch., 1

14:  Perceptions of “the Other”: European Images of Indians and Vice-Versa

       Read/Discuss: W/B, ch. 1

17:  The Jamestown Disaster                    

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 2

19:  “A City Upon a Hill": Puritan New England                      

       Read/Discuss: Docs., ch. 2  

21:  Gender Relations in Colonial America

       Read/Discuss: W/B, ch. 2 (Essay #1 due in class)

Website for the week of Sept. 17th: 

(Jamestown Rediscovery Project 

Welcome to the APVA and Jamestown Rediscovery               

24:  Servitude and Slavery        

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 3

26:  Bacon’s Rebellion and the Fault Lines of Colonial Society

       Read/Discuss: Docs., ch. 3

28:  “Rhythms of Colonial Life”

       Read/Discuss: W/B, ch. 3   

Websites for the week of Sept. 24th: 

(African-American Mosaic: Ex-Slave Narratives 

Ex-slave Narratives: African-American Mosaic Exhibition (Library of Congress)
(Documenting the American South

North American Slave Narratives, Beginnings to 1920
(Third Person, First Person: Slave Voices 

Slave Voices from the Duke University Special Collections Library
(”Been Here So Long”: WPA Slave Narratives

Been Here So Long
OCT.
1:  Imperial Breakdown  

     Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 4

3:  Liberty v. Tyranny and Common Sense: An Ideology of Revolution

     Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 5; Docs., ch. 5

5:  To Defer or Not to Defer 

     Read/Discuss: W/B. ch. 4  

Website for the week of Oct. 1st:

(Documents from the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention, 1764-1789

Continental Congress & Constitutional Convention Broadsides Home Page
8:    Revolutionary War         

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 6 
10:  How Radical Was the Revolution?

       Read/Discuss: Docs., ch. 6

12:  Exam #1 (covers all material through Oct. 10th)

Website for the week of Oct. 8th:    
(Historic Valley Forge
Film: 

Mary Silliman’s War (94 min.), Thursday, Oct. 11th, 7:00 PM (location to be announced)

Recommended: The Patriot, available on video

III.  FROM NEW REPUBLIC TO LIBERAL CAPITALIST REPUBLIC
15:  Confederation & Crisis

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 7

17:  The Constitution: Counterrevolution or Culmination of the Revolution?

       Read/Discuss: Docs., ch. 7

19:  Reading Break  

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 8; Docs., ch. 8; W/B, ch. 5

Website for the week of Oct. 15th:

Documents from the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention, 1764-1798

Continental Congress & Constitutional Convention Broadsides Home Page
Film:

An Empire of Reason (58 min.), Wednesday, Oct. 17th, 7:00 PM (location to be announced)

22:  Reading Break  

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 8; Docs., ch. 8  

24:  Parties and Foreign Policy Crises Emerge. . .        

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 8; Docs. ch. 8

26:  and the New Republic Survives

       Read/Discuss: W/B, ch. 5 (Essay #2 due in class)    

Websites for the week of Oct. 22nd:

(Monticello

Monticello—The Home of Thomas Jefferson
(Thomas Jefferson Papers

Thomas Jefferson Papers: Home Page
29:  Jeffersonian America: Race, Republicanism, and Expansion

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 9; Docs., ch. 9

31:  White Male Democracy in the Age of Jackson

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 10; Docs., ch. 10  
NOV.  
2:    “Trail of Tears”: Indian Removal

       Read/Discuss: Docs., ch. 10; W/B, ch. 6

Websites for the week of Oct. 29th:

(Cherokee Nation

Official Site of the Cherokee Nation based in Tahlequah Oklahoma - Federally Recognized
(Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

The Official Home Page of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.
(The Trail of Tears

Trail of Tears-North Georgia History-
5:  A Liberal, Capitalist Industrial Republic
     Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 11; Docs., ch. 11

7:  “From Farm to Factory”: The Lowell Experiment 
     Read Discuss: W/B, ch. 7 (Essay #3 due in class)

9:  A Liberal, Capitalist Agricultural Republic

     Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 12; Docs., ch. 12

Websites for the week of Nov. 5th:
(Slater Mill
(Lowell National Historical Park

Lowell National Historical Park - Home
IV. SLAVERY AND REFORM
12:  Exam #2 (covers all material from Oct. 11th through Nov. 9th)

14:  Slaveholders and Their World
             

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 13; Docs., ch. 13

16:  Slaves and Their World

       W/B, ch. 8; Douglass, vii-121, 134-45

Websites for the week of Nov. 12th:
(History of the Amistad Captives

Exploring Amistad Library
(Frederick Douglass Museum

The Frederick Douglass Museum & Cultural Center
(Uncle Tom’s Cabin and American Culture

Uncle Tom's Cabin & American Culture
Film:
Frederick Douglass: When the Lion Wrote History (90 min.), Thursday, Nov. 15th, 7:00 PM (location to be announced)

19:  Frederick Douglass: From Slave to Self-Made Man

       Read/Discuss: Douglass, vii-121, 134-45

21:  Perfecting the World: Religion and Reform

       Read/Discuss: Douglass, vii-121, 134-45; Text, ch. 14

23:  Gobble the Gobbler and Digest with Some Reading

       Read/Discuss (with family): Docs., ch. 14; Johnson and Wilentz, vii-222

26:  “. . .[W]e must burst asunder the shackles of the slaves”

       Read/Discuss: Docs., ch. 14; Johnson and Wilentz, vii-222

28:  “All Men and Women Are Created Equal”

       Read/Discuss: Johnson and Wilentz, vii-222

Websites for the week of Nov. 26th (reflection due in class Nov. 28th):
(African-American Mosaic: Abolition

Abolition
(Women’s Rights National Historical Park

Women's Rights National Historical Park Welcome Page
(National Museum of Women’s History

About The National Museum of Women's History
(Not For Ourselves Alone: The Story of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony

PBS: Not For Ourselves Alone: The Story of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony
V.  THE CIVIL WAR: AMERICA’S UNFINISHED SECOND REVOLUTION

30:  “The Politics of Sectionalism”: Crisis & Compromise, Compromise & Crisis

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 15; W/B, ch. 9 (Essay #4 due in class)

Website for Nov. 30th (reflection due in class today)

(The Mexican-American War Memorial Homepage
DEC.

3:  Bleeding Kansas, Bleeding Sumner

     Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 15; Docs., ch. 15 

5:  Lincoln, the Republicans, and the Election of 1860

     Read/Discuss: Docs., ch. 15

7:  Civil War and Emancipation

     Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 16; Docs., ch. 16

Websites for the week of Dec. 3rd:
(John Brown and the Valley of the Shadow

John Brown Homepage
(Crisis at Fort Sumter
(The Valley of the Shadow: Two Communities in the American Civil War
(American Memory: Selected Civil War Photographs

Selected Civil War Photographs Home Page
Film:

Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A House Divided (60 min.), Thursday, Dec. 6th, 7:00 PM (location to be announced)

10:  Whites on the Home Front, Blacks on the Battlefield

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 17; Docs., ch. 17; W/B, ch. 10 (Essay #5 due in class)

12:  “America’s Unfinished Revolution”

       Read/Discuss: Text, ch. 18; Docs., ch. 18

Note: The final exam (date, time, and place to be announced) covers all material from Nov. 14th  through Dec. 12th. 

THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME.

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTING ALL CHANGES ANNOUNCED IN CLASS 

OR POSTED ON THE ONLINE COURSE DISCUSSION LIST.

LISTEN CAREFULLY AND CHECK YOUR E-MAIL REGULARLY.




