NEWSLETTER

TEACHER EDUCATION AT GUSTAVUS

Below are the articles assigned for our Teacher Education Newsletter.  They are already paired (e.g., 1 is with 2, 3 is with 4, etc.). 

1. First, find a partner of your choosing.  Although the 2 of you will be writing different articles, you will be collaborating on the look, format, and editing of your two pages.

2. Next, check nicenet (“Conferencing” section) and select “Newsletter Topic Selection”.
3. The paired numbers that appear in the messages refer to the 24 topic ideas which have been linked for you on the course calendar. You should have a copy of those topic ideas in front of you before proceeding.

4. Look at the LAST MESSAGE POSTED below to see which pairs of topics have already been selected by others. If names appear by the numbers, that pair of topics is no longer available. BE SURE YOU ARE LOOKING AT THE LAST MESSAGE POSTED.

5. Choose one of the remaining pairs of topics.

6. Copy the entire list of numbers and names AS THEY APPEAR IN THE LAST MESSAGE.

7. Click Post New Message to "Newsletter Topic Selection"

8. For “SUBJECT” of your new message, type both of your last names.

9. In the "MESSAGE TEXT" paste the entire number/name list that you copied above.

10. Type both of your last names following the paired numbers of the questions you have chosen.

11. Click “Post New Message”
The suggested information sources each are only meant to help you get started – your research should not end with them. Every article should include at least one reference to written or electronic sources and at least one interview source.

1. Student Teaching Abroad– what’s it like and how does one apply?  What has been the experience of participants?  Kathryn Bode, past participants, research on countries & schools
2. Student teaching at Wolf Ridge Center in Northeastern MN.  Who can go?  Required preparation?  How does it relate to “regular student teaching?” Michelle Koomen, past participants, research on Wolf Ridge Center
3. J-Term (June) in Costa Rica. Deb Pitton, past participants, research on Costa Rica
4. J-Term in Ireland. Carolyn O’Grady, past participants, research on Ireland
5. NYSP (National Youth Sports Program) at Gustavus. Kathryn Bode, students who helped last summer, research on the national program
6. ChYLI Program at GAC and Southern MN. Veronica Alba, research on the program and agencies involved
7. Current job market for teachers in MN & elsewhere in the U.S..  Which fields are in demand and which are oversupplied?  Recent grads-see Al, faculty, Cynthia Favre in Career Center, research on topic.
8. What tests are required for teacher licensure in MN and what are they like?  What has been the experience of GAC students?   Kathryn Bode, students who have taken all the Praxis tests, MN Dept of Ed website, Praxis web site, research on topic.
9. Teacher salaries.  Average salaries and average beginning salaries in MN and in other states.  How do teacher salaries compare to other occupations requiring a similar level of education/training?  What has been happening to teacher salaries in real dollars over the past 10 years?  Is salary the reason that about 50% of teachers leave the profession in their first 5 year?  Predictions for future?  Interview teachers, research on topic.
10. Finances in schools.  How are public K-12 schools funded?  Who decides on how much money is spent on our schools?   How does MN spending on schools compare to other states?  Is MN increasing or decreasing its standing among states in school expenditures?  How do school districts make cuts when they need to trim the budget?  What have schools in MN been doing to try to make up shortfalls (e.g., do they charge for extracurricular activities, do they cut specialists in art, music, and P.E)?  Jane Schuck, Deb Pitton, teachers, school administrators, research on topic.
11. What’s it like to student teach?  Advice?  Past and current st. tchrs – see Al for list, Kathryn Bode, research on the topic.
12. What is the 1st year of teaching like?  Advice?  Recent grads – see Al for email addresses, research on topic.
13. What has been the impact NCLB (No Child Left Behind)?  How has it affected teachers, principals, and others at K-12 schools?  What has been its effect on student achievement?  Interview current teachers, administrators, students, research on topic.
14. MN Academic Standards, Graduation Tests, Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments.  What is their current status?  How have they changed? What affect have they had on student achievement?  How do they affect teachers, schools, and students?  Do they limit what a classroom teacher can teach?  Interview teachers, administrators, research on topic.
15. What should GAC students know about the NCATE review coming up for the Dept of Ed?  What is NCATE?  What purpose does it serve?  Does NCATE accreditation really mean anything?   John Clementson, research on the NCATE organization
16. Are colleges of education indoctrinating their graduates to be disposed in certain ways - maybe at the expense of being prepared to teach reading, writing, reasoning?  For example must a student in teacher education promote progressive political beliefs (social justice, change agents, etc.) in order to complete the teacher education program?  John Clementson, research on this issue.
17. Working with ELL students. Incidence of ELL students in MN schools?  Who are the ELL students? How are schools trying to meet their needs?  Ideas for working with ELL students?  Carolyn O’Grady, interview students whose first language is not English, interview ELL teacher, research on topic.
18. Immigration issues.  Problem or opportunity?  Who are today’s immigrants?  What rights are afforded “illegal immigrants?”  How are the demographics changing in U.S. classrooms?  What is the Dream Act?  Carolyn O’Grady, interview someone who has immigrated to U.S., research on topic.
19.  “Teacher Perceiver Interview” - what is it? What questions does it use?  Do any Minnesota districts use it?  What kinds of questions have our graduates been asked when applying for their first teaching position?  Interview recent grads - see Al for list, research on topic.
20. Charlotte Danielson method of evaluating teaching - what is it?  How wide is its use?  What does it mean for the classroom teacher in a school that uses it?  How do other schools evaluate their teachers?  Jane Schuck, , school districts that use it – such as New Prague and Stillwater, research on topic.
21. SEA (Student Educators Association) –  What is SEA? What’s happening this semester, why join, how to get involved?  What is Education Minnesota Student Program and what are its benefits?  How does Education Minnesota serve teachers and education?  Jenelle Kleinke, Marissa Bonde, Al Pearson, research on the state organizations.
22. What is KDP?  Who can belong?  What does the local group do?  Describe the national organization, its purpose, publications, meetings, etc.  Karen Hoeg, Jane Schuck, research on national organization.
23. Charter Schools - what are they?  Who pays for them?  Are they public schools?  How have they fared?  Do students achieve more in Charter Schools?  Interview someone who has attended a Charter School, research on MN and National charter schools.
24. Private schools & parochial schools - who attends?  Who pays?  Does a private school education increase student achievement or are the differences due to the demographics of the student populations?  Should vouchers be used to pay for private school tuition?  Interview someone who went to private/parochial school, teachers, research on topic. 
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