TECH ARTICLE DIRECTIONS

For your first project, you will “publish” an article using Microsoft Word as your publishing program.  As your article will serve as a source of course information for your fellow students, it is important that you research your topic carefully before writing the article. For specific requirements, see the rubric.
The topics are related to educational technology and its use in the classroom.  A list of ideas is presented to get you thinking about topics, but I am open to other .  However, you must choose a topic that has not already been selected by someone else in the class.

STEPS

1. Check nicenet (“Conferencing” section and “Ed Tech Articles Already Selected”) to see which articles have already been selected.

2. Identify the article you are planning to research and write - make sure it has not already been chosen by someone else.  Follow the directions included in the nicenet Conferencing section for posting your article.  

3. Research content for your article.  Record the sources of your information so you can cite appropriately in your article.

4. As you think about your article, identify 2-4 important learning outcomes that can be accomplished by reading and studying the article you are writing.  Choose the most important outcomes to identify for the reader.  These learning outcomes are the results that will be gained by reading your article; they are what a successful learner will know or be able to do after reading your article.  In one of your introductory paragraphs, you should identify these expected outcomes for the reader.  This will also guide you in writing the article.  Think also about how you could assess those outcomes.

5. Determine the specific images you will include on your two pages.  Choose images that will support your copy.  Choose 4-6 images to include in your two-page article. There must be at least one image taken from each of the following: a) a clip art source, b) the Internet, c) a digital camera, and d) the scanner.  The scanned image should come from a hard copy source.  The digital camera image is one you have photographed.  Size the images so they do not occupy too much copy space. 

6. Write your article.  Text font must be black Times 10 pt.  Text is written in 2 columns. Font & color for headlines are your choice.  Title for the whole article should not be larger than 28 pt and any column headings should not be larger than 18 pt.   All images must include credit (in size 9 font) for its source.  For example, digital camera image would include “Photo by xxx.”  Scanned image would include “Scanned from xxxxx.”  Sources for article content should be listed at end of article, as well as informally cited in text. The credits for Internet images and citation for Internet content sources should also be hyperlinked to the source (do not list entire URL - just make the source’s name a hyperlink to the URL).

7. If you want any background on the printed copy, you will need to use a “watermark.”  If you use a watermark, make sure there is sufficient contrast with the text.  (Note:  backgrounds only show up in the Online layout view, but you will be using the Page layout, which is how it will look in printed form)

8. Lay out your pages (see rubric for requirements).

9. Proofread your article.

10. Have someone else proof your article & make suggestions.

11. Proof one more time.

12. Submit to xserve Tech Article drop box by the Deadline.
13. Submit to a different xserve drop box (Tech Article Questions) - five multiple choice questions and one short answer question that could be used to assess whether or not the learner has achieved the learning outcomes you identified in your article.
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