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EDU 241


Webquest Plan (19 points total)

(This is classified as an “Assignment”  - The Webquest itself will be a “Project”)

READ THE RESOURCES ABOUT WEBQUESTS LINKED ON THE SYLLABUS BEFORE YOU ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WEBQUEST YOU WILL CREATE.  CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING FOUR SUGGESTIONS AS YOU DO SO:

(1)
Review webquests created by others.

· If you want to look at projects submitted by previous students, check out these examples.

· Take note of different ways to introduce a webquest. How did the author try to “hook” the reader?

· Identify webquests that have interesting tasks for the students to complete.  

· See if any of them require students to go beyond simply finding and reporting information.  Take note of some examples.

(2)
Examine how web resources are used.

•
What kinds of scaffolds (guidance) are provided for the student?  Are the steps of the webquest clearly identified for the student?  Are the resources integrated in the process?  Is the student given the tools for completing the task, solving the problem, etc.?

· What are some different ways that student work is evaluated?

· Can you find any webquests that actively involve the student in closure (conclusions and/or final checks for understanding)?

(3)
Select an age group and a content area for your webquest.   You may know a teacher who teaches this content area to this age group (e.g., your cooperating teacher in EDU 268).  It might be a good idea to contact this teacher for ideas and advice concerning your webquest.  When you have completed your webquest, you could offer to share it with this teacher in case s/he may want to use in her/his class.    Examine the new Minnesota Academic Standards, and identify the particular standard(s) addressed by your webquest.

(4)
Consider in behavioral/cognitive terms the specific understanding, performance, skill, etc. your webquest will help students acquire or improve.  You will design your webquest to help students achieve this objective.

See next page for questions you need to answer.

BE SURE YOUR NAME HAS BEEN ENTERED IN THIS DOCUMENT

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING 7 questions thoroughly and thoughtfully.  You can type right into this document, but be sure to save it with a file name that includes your last name. (18 points total)

1. Age/grade level for whom your webquest is intended (1 pt): 

2. Content area you have chosen for your webquest (1 pt):  

3. (a) Identify by grade level and number (Strand, Substrand, and Benchmark - e.g., Grade 2, II.A.3) the specific Minnesota Academic Standard your webquest addresses, (b) Name the Strand, (c) State the Standard, and (d) State the Benchmark (which is the particular understanding, performance, or skill your webquest is addressing): (4 pts)

4. Identify which kind of webquest task your students will be completing.  See Webquest Taskonomy for a description of each. Choose one of the following: (1 pt)

· Retelling

· Compilation

· Mystery

· Journalistic

· Design

· Creative Product

· Consensus Building

· Persuasion

· Self-Knowledge

· Analytical

· Judgment

· Scientific

5. Specific task students will complete in webquest.  What is the end result of the student’s activity?  E.g., identify the problem to be solved, the decision to be made, the product to be produced, etc.  The task should be framed as some sort of authentic (“real world”) task.  Do NOT say the student will “read about” or “learn about:…” Remember, students must be able to complete everything in one lesson. (3 pts) 

6. Briefly describe the process you anticipate for students.  Here is where you describe how students will get to the end result you identified in #4.  Include at least 3 of the websites you plan to have students use. (3 pts)

7. Describe how higher order thinking will be required of students.  This could involve comparing, contrasting, combining, classifying, solving, analyzing, making a case, drawing conclusions, etc.  Explain how this higher order thinking will be required in your task. (3 pts)

8. How do you anticipate evaluating student performance on the webquest?  Be specific and give some detail.  If using a rubric, tell what will be included in the rubric. (3 pts)

Did you remember to put your name on this document?
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