Research Question Assignment - Spring 2006

(25 Points Total)

Due Dates:
February 14- Identification of your research question.  (Question Choices).


March 2 - Summary of your findings

Purpose:   The conceptual framework of the teacher education program at Gustavus delineates “Principled Practice” as teaching that is intentional, reflective, and informed.  It further states that teachers should make decisions based on research and experience.  With this in mind, this assignment asks you to locate empirical research studies that help to answer a question about teaching/learning.

Procedures:

1. Choose one of the research questions from this list.

2. Check to see if the question is still available by following the directions found under “Research Question Ideas” under “Conferencing” in nicenet.org. IMPORTANT - FOLLOW EXACTLY THE DIRECTIONS ON NICENET FOR IDENTIFYING YOUR QUESTION.
3. Submit the research identification form by the due date.  This is worth 3 pts.

4. Use one or more of the databases available on the library’s home page to locate your journal articles.  The ERIC database is likely your best bet, and many full text articles are available online.  If an article is not available online or in GAC’s library, you probably will not have time to request it from another library.

5. You are to find two empirical (experimental, correlational, or case) studies that address your question.  An empirical study is one that collects data related to the independent and dependent variables you have identified for your question.  It is likely that the article text will refer to hypotheses, subjects, controls, results, etc.  You are not looking for opinion articles; nor are you looking for program description articles, unless the authors are also reporting their empirical study in support of the program. The articles must be PRIMARY SOURCES of this research.  If you read an article that cites the study, but is not the primary source, use the reference list to track down the primary source of the study.

6. Summarize your findings as directed below and submit by the due date.

Writing Your Summaries and Conclusion

With minor exceptions, you should NOT use quotes in your write-up.  Summarize studies in your own words. You also do not need to tell us the authors’ professional affiliations in your summaries, unless it is relevant to the study.

Formatting Requirements: 

· 1-inch margins

· 1.5 line spacing

· 12 pt Times font

· 700 words or less.

· Identify at end of paper the database and search terms you used.

· Include word count at very end.

Write-Up Format

Statement of your research question

Reference information for your first article in APA format
One paragraph summary of this study’s subjects, projects, and results (state the statistical results, not just the author’s conclusions..

Reference information for your second article in APA format
One paragraph summary of this study (as above)

Your conclusions in one paragraph

Scoring Rubric for summaries and conclusion (22 points)

1 pt – statement of research question

3 pts – for bibliographic information being listed in exactly the correct APA format
2 pts - Primary sources of empirical studies

2 pts – Studies are relevant to hypothesis

5 pts - Article summaries provide important information about subjects, procedures, & results.

2 pts - Your conclusion is clearly stated and based on research

4 pts – Writing mechanics, clarity, etc.

1 pts - Word count included & less than or equal to 700

1 pt – note explaining how 2 articles were located (e.g., which index and what key words you used in your search?)

1 pts– On Time

Note: 3 pts - for Research Question Identification Form (submitted earlier)

