IDEAS FOR RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Choose one of the following questions about teaching/learning. Pick something in which you are interested. After choosing your research question, identify the independent and dependent variables associated with your question.  

1. Is there a relationship between amount of television watched and achievement in school?

2. Is there a sex difference with respect to achievement (or ability) in mathematics?

3. Do classroom teachers have lower expectations of female students?

4. Does the use of operant conditioning (behaviorist) techniques help when working with children who have an attention deficit?

5. Can achievement by children with attention deficit syndrome be helped by reducing distractions for them in the classroom?

6. Do special preparation courses improve SAT or ACT scores?

7. Is there a relationship between class size and student achievement?

8. Does the use of cooperative learning increase achievement?

9. Does cooperative learning affect how students feel about one another?

10. Is there a relationship between how students rate their teachers and how much is learned by the students.

11. Can a teacher’s expectation affect a student’s achievement?

12. Can training students on test taking skills improve performance on standardized tests?

13. Does the use of quizzes/tests in a course increase student achievement?

14. Can early intervention programs improve school performance of children at risk?

15. Can early intervention programs make a difference with respect to outcomes other than school performance (e.g., delinquency, employment, teenage pregnancy)?

16. Does the use of grades in a class increase or decrease achievement?

17. Do children who live in single parent homes have lower achievement in school than children who live in two parent homes?

18. In two parent homes, is a child’s school achievement affected by both parents working outside the home?

19. Does the use of positive reinforcement contingencies improve achievement and/or behavior?

20. Do children from all-day K have higher achievement in later grades than those from 1/2 day K?

21. Do children with special learning problems have a higher rate of juvenile delinquency than children who do not have these problems?

22. Is the level of Piagetian development predictive of academic achievement?

23. Is Kohlberg’s level of moral development related to behavior?

24. Does the phonics approach to teaching reading result in higher reading scores than the use of a whole language approach?

25. Is there evidence to support a particular method or technique of teaching a second language?

26. Does block scheduling (4 period day) improve academic achievement?

27. Does drinking alcohol, smoking, or using drugs during pregnancy permanently damage the fetus?

28. Does forced desegregation harm or improve race relations?

29. Does desegregation improve achievement?

30. Does ability grouping (tracking) improve or hurt achievement.

31. Does ability grouping (tracking) affect children’s self-concepts?

32. Should a teacher spend more of her/his time instructing the whole class and groups of students OR instructing individual students (i.e., in which situation are students likely to achieve more)?

33. Does the use of instructional objectives improve achievement?

34. Does the use of authentic assessment in a school’s curriculum affect the students’ scores on traditional standardized achievement tests?

35. Do students with special needs achieve more when they are mainstreamed?

36. Has authentic assessment been shown to be reliable and valid?

37. Does minimum competency testing for graduation from high school raise students' level of achievement in schools?

38. Does testing of teachers improve teaching?

39. Does assigning homework improve student achievement?

40. Do gender-segregated classrooms and schools improve learning?

41. Do high school students learn more if their school has a later starting time?

42. Does the use of daycare in preschool years affect later school achievement?

43. For students whose first language is not English, which approach is better for student learning: English immersion or a bilingual approach?

44. Does instruction in music really increase a student’s academic achievement?

45. Do students in charter schools have higher academic achievement?

46. Is the achievement gap between white students and "minorities" decreasing under the No Child Left Behind program?
