EDU 399


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MAY 19, 2006

REMINDER:  Your final 2 standards & other revisions are to reach your reader by May 8.  Plan now to use the U.S. mail, have someone deliver for you, or send electronically.

PREPARE FOR DISCUSSION/SHARING:
· Your assessment plan (see below). 
· How would you respond to the policy stated in the Washington Post article below?
Schools Seek a Higher Standard for Grades
By Linda Perlstein    Washington Post Staff Writer     washingtonpost.com  Monday, April 14, 2003; Page B02

An A in science tells a parent: Your child knows her chemistry.

That A, however, could have been granted in part because the student often raised her hand in class and returned signed quizzes promptly. And those quizzes might have been far easier than those given in a school, or even a classroom, nearby.

The Montgomery County Board of Education, determined to make report cards mean the same thing in every county school, recently decided that grades should reflect how well a student has mastered official academic objectives, without points added for class participation, effort, improvement or other such factors.

Grades are to be "a judgment of what children know and are able to do based on the curriculum, and nothing else," said Barbara Haughey, principal of Ashburton Elementary School in Bethesda and co-chairman of the school system's grading committee.

PREPARE IN WRITING:

1. Time sheet for 2nd seven weeks of student teaching.

2. Class Profile for students you have in 2nd placement.  If you did not change placements, write “SAME AS FIRST PLACEMENT” on the form and submit it so I know that is the case.

3. Your grading plan:  The same principal who last time asked you for your ideas about classroom management now wants you to describe your grading plan by giving her written responses to the questions below. Assume that your school requires you to give students a letter grade for the course, or, if in lower elementary grades, "Needs Improvement," "Satisfactory," or "Above Average."  Elementary folks – go with your concentration area.

a) Identify components to be included in the quarter/semester grade. (tests? homework? projects? other assessments? class participation? behavior? other?)  

b) Explain how each component will be graded?  For example, if you are including homework, how will the homework grade be determined?  If you are including class participation, how will you come up with a grade for it?  If you are including authentic assessments, how will you grade these?  Etc. 

c) Explain how will you combine these components?  Be specific.  For example, if you say that class participation will count for 10%, how will you actually include this in the computation?  Give an example.

d) How will students know exactly where they stand at appropriate times during the semester?

e) You will share your plan with a small group.  Bring 5 copies of your responses to share in a small group and one copy to submit to Al.

4. Final revisions of your Portfolio delivered to your reader.
5. Anything you have not finished for John Clementson (assessment).
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