CHRONOLOGY OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR
433

Corcyraean Debate (Thuc 1.32‐43); Athens decides to ally with Corcyra.

432

The Siege of Potidaea and the Corinthian Debate (Thuc 1.68‐86). Potidaea, a colony of Corinth and tributary of
Athens, revolts. Athens puts down the revolt and Corinth supports it. Many cities send envoys to Sparta to de‐
nounce Athens. Corinth speaks last, and the Athenians respond, reminding Sparta of their contributions against
the Persians. Nevertheless the Spartans declare war and the Thirty Years' Truce is broken.

431

Second Peloponnesian War begins with war between Athenian colony Plataea and Thebes.

430

Winter
Pericles' Funeral Oration (Thuc 2.35‐46).

430

Summer
The plague devastates Athens but does not affect Peloponnesus. Athens finds fault with Pericles and tries to make
peace with Sparta; the effort fails. Pericles' speech to Athens (Thuc 2.60‐64).

429

Spartan general Archidamus appeals to the gods as witnesses in blockading Plataea. Sidalces of Thraces cam‐
paigns against Perdiccas of Macedon. Successful Athenian campaigns.

428

Lesbos revolts and seeks union with Mytilene. Athenians sail to Mytilene; Mytilene sends secret embassy to
Sparta. Sparta allies with Mytilene and Lesbos. Athens blockades Mytilene.

427

Sparta sends a fleet to Mytilene. Athens retakes Mytilene and considers whether to put all male Mytilenians to
death: Mytilene Debate (Thuc 3.37‐48). Plataea surrenders to the Spartans. Plataean debate (Thuc 3.53‐68). Thu‐
cydides on evils of revolution (Thuc 3.82‐83).

427/6

Second plague and numerous earthquakes turn back Peloponnesian invasion of Attica.

426/5

Athenians purify Delos. Athenians send reinforcements to Sicily. Etna erupts.

425

Engagement at Pylos leads to armistice. Spartans address the Athenian assembly and offer Athens a peace treaty
(Thuc 4.17‐21). Athens looks for more concessions and the moment passes. Cleon, who opposed the treaty, brags
he can take Pylos and brings it off. Civil strife ends in Corcyra by virtue of complete slaughter of one party.

424

Eclipse of the sun. Sicilians make peace among themselves. Boiotians defeat Athenians at Battle of Delion; [Thu‐
cydides exiled].

421

Peace of Nicias with Sparta. Corinthians immediately persuade Argos that Sparta intends by this to dominate the
Peloponnesus. Corinth refuses to accept the treaty. Argive alliance begins.

420

Sparta makes peace with Argos. Alcibiades leads opposition to Athenian peace with Sparta; treats separately with
Argos. Argos drops Sparta and makes treaty with Athens. Alcibiades tricks the Spartan embassy into discrediting
themselves before the Athenians.

417

Sparta invades Argos.

416

Athenian expedition to Melos. Melian dialogue (Thuc 5.85‐112).

415

Alcibiades is discredited over mutilation of Hermae at Athens

412

War resumes with Sparta; Spartans deal with Persians

411

Oligarchic coup at Athens

