Chapter 6

Vocabulary
an Egyptian (fs): 07737
he dies (v D-1-1): o
he lifts up, carries: &3
he crosses, passes over: 730
until; unto, as far as (preposition): ¥
with (preposition): 2
stand: AV
eye; fountain: name: ]’L]
stand; rise (v 0-1-P): &R
head: T"/R7,U/R7
he returns, turns (v 2-1-): 28
he sets, places (v &-"-): o
name: DAY 0¥

year (n. f.): D’J@f ,ﬂ;@f

Goals for Chapter 6

man; Adam: Q7N

lord, master : 1IN
my lord: "3JTN

brother: 1N

brother of: "IN

behind; after (preposition): TN
daughter: 112 ,N2
people, nation: 271,72
also: 82

thus, so (adv.): 712
water: D’Fb

a hundred: 1IN/

Egypt: 071371

Egyptian (ms): *737

This chapter continues the introduction of the active participle and several more rules for

construct noun chains. This is the last chapter to introduce new forms of the active participle, and

the next chapter will turn to the perfect tense (which is often translated in the past). Thus, this

chapter will again facilitate the reading of a long Hebrew passage, but the syntax is somewhat

artificial as the present tense is used almost exclusively.



Two new topics are introduced in this chapter, both of which are common in BH. First,

the use of pronominal suffixes is introduced. Second, the use of the preposition |72 “between” is

introduced. As with the previous chapters, the emphasis is placed on using these new forms in
reading large portions of Hebrew.

The following is a list of the essential features that should be learned in this chapter:

1. Middle weak (II-*/1) verbs for active participles

2. Pronominal Suffixes

3. Rules 2, 4, and 5 for construct noun chains

4. The use of the preposition |72 “between”

One: Middle weak (II-"/1) verbs for active participles:

Introduction to concept of verbal roots:

To this point in the textbook, the student has only encountered a number of verbs with
three consonants in the “verbal root.” While some scholars question if it is possible to really
assign a root to all Hebrew words, the practice of learning vocabulary (and especially verbs) by

referring to three consonants in a verbal root is helpful. For example, the verbal root of the

participle 73 is 1-7-W, and the verbal root of the participle 27N is 2-7T-N. The use of these

verbal roots is a helpful learning tool because there are other related verbs in the derived
conjugations and related nouns with the same root. A student can learn verbs and nouns from the
same verbal root together and recognize helpful relationships. In light of this situation, this
textbook will refer to the concept of verbal roots without addressing the cases where such

references are problematic or uncertain.



To this point in the textbook, students have encountered primarily verbs that are
“strong” —that is, they do not lose a consonant in the derived conjugations. For example, the

following is a list of verbs with roots that do not lose a consonant in a derived conjugation:

consonant “lost”

masc. plural ptc.

masc. sing. ptc.

verbal root

none il Y S-1-u
none 27558 558 5-o-N
none mnby N Iy 2-11-8

Review of Third Weak or 111-/T verbal roots
The only verbal roots that the student has encountered to this point that are not strong are

the final 7 roots. In these roots, the final consonant of the root is a i1, and the consonant is often
dropped in the derived conjugations. Thus, the root is labeled as “weak,” and it is called a III-i7

root. The following is a sample of III-iT verbs that lose the final consonant in some forms:

consonant “lost”

masc. Plural ptc.

masc. sing. ptc.

verbal root

Final 7 od nw m-w-u
Final 11 o5y Moy n-5-v
Final 11 07N N m-8-

Middle weak verbal roots (II-°/1)
Another set of verbal roots that “lose” consonants in the derived conjugations are I1-"/1

roots. In these verbal roots, the second consonant of the root is dropped in all of the active



participle forms. At this stage, a student can only identify the verbal root by memorizing it as
new vocabulary is encountered. It will be important to memorize both the participle forms and

the verb roots because the verbal root will be important in latter chapters when additional

conjugations are encountered. The following are examples of Middle Weak or II-"/1 verbs.

translation consonant lost fp mp fs ms root
comes, goes 1 DIN2 | 2°R2 | N2 | N2 | R-1-2
dies 1 Moo | oan | oon | DR
rises, gets up L o | o | TR | BR | 2P
turns; returns 9 m:@;‘ Dﬂ:gj M2 ;s :@s 9y
sets, put, place " o | o | ek | ot | o--b

Type A Pronominal Suffixes:

BH does not typically have independent personal pronouns for pronouns that function as

the direct object or for pronouns that follow prepositions. For example, the pronoun ’D'J_Zﬁ “T)

may be used for the subject, but the pronominal suffix for the 1cs is attached to the definite direct
object (NY). The same situation holds true for pronouns that follow prepositions —BH uses
pronominal suffixes that are attached to the preposition rather than an independent personal

pronoun. The following chart summarizes the difference between Hebrew and English in this

regard:

Pronoun as direct obj. | Pronoun following prep. | Pronoun as subj.

me to me I English

DR ’z? "IN Hebrew




The use of the pronominal suffixes in BH is very frequent and should be memorized as

they are very common on both nouns and prepositions. The following chart summarizes the

endings for the preposition '7 (“to, towards™) and for the definite direct object (NX). These

endings are called Type A ending for convenience (see CD for a recording of these endings):

Plural Singular Plural Singular

us WJI:WR me IR to us 13;% to me "0

you 220N you TN | to you DD% to you 7[5
you [N you 0N | toyou 135 to you '[Z?
them O7IN/S0N | him N | tothem 279 |  to him 95
them JON/TA0R | her AR | to them ]ﬂ‘? to her ﬂz?

Rules for Construct chains that we will focus on this chapter:

2. Feminine nouns that end in games he (77 _ ): the games reduces to a pdtah (.= _)

Rule used Construct form Absolute form
2 n2%n 27
2 n7am m7or

4. A games ( . ) ina final syllable is reduced to a pdrah ( _).

Rule used Construct form Absolute form
4 5o 5o
3 and 4 927 [27




5. The Rule of Shewa comes into play if the above reductions result in two successive

sewas ().

Rule used Construct form Absolute form
3.5 27 o137
3and5 m’x;x m’x;g

The use of the preposition [°2 “between”

Whereas English only uses the preposition “between” once for the phrase “between A

and B,” BH generally repeats the preposition before each noun. For example, BH has the

equivalent of “between a man and between a woman” ( i1 @N 1731 R 1"3)- In a very small

number of instances the repeated preposition is omitted. In one case a lamed preposition replaces

the coordinating conjunction waw (i L:?N ]’;:5 R ]72). This latter usage becomes common in

later, post-biblical Hebrew. The student should assume that the preposition is repeated unless the

textbook explains otherwise. The following examples summarize this point:

between light and dark

TR '3 TNT 13

between me and you and every living creature

7 WRITOD "3 0731 D

between my people and your people

(RY 1731 Y 773

between Bethel and Ai

TR ONTTE 13

Exercises:




Translation exercise:

£iriR rin 2v7Sey ST Onm oorNn N moN o020 1o oTaan
107728 2% N0 Y 70 R MR IR TINE DRYC 1R o et 2
17 ooNEM:aTaN van ian ara2 oman mNTyz o My o7an ooaw 3
13D TINTON R0 D00%M I i 38t amjaN TR 0t onjan 4
TINTT2 BI01 [RIDTYING DU T D73 $007 103 27N TON T N S
D°277 N 0702 2N Cran ot sef niia oy *a29m wa 2wt onaN 6
SR 3 N ND PN P o U 1R I U 1R T a7
Swx v mon M x5 Ny 2ioTox 8P aman 19 o 2 s
oirT 52 nr2op b NI or NG a1 003257 5 nNTT YONTTIN 105 N9
POY ON 28 1T RIS TION T30 121D TN 210 7INT 28 ApN 12708 10
DIPRTON 2U DTIRN 2P MENT 2T N T S INTT IR 28 N
N1 MG mav oy N bz 157 Ty oipn o nivy Povian o N w12

7T w2 a3

' The

? Theyword ]7'[2;4 is often found in the plural when it refers to a master or king.
*Haran = [T
*Terah = 1177

> Terah died = 70 1
® The plain = 1227

7 And there was strife = 277717

® “saying™ (this marks a quote) = RS

|
TT]

’ my house = "11°2

' And to my children = *3257
"' And it was = "1™

? stones = 07J2N






