Chapter 13

Introduction to the derived conjugations—
Intensive, factitive and denominative verbs in the Piel binyan

Vocabulary:

gate, opening: ﬂDjj.‘

to open: M2

to loosen, set free: MN2
righteousness: ITP73

to gather: '272

to gather together: "2

be holy: &2

to consecrate: &2

to graze, feed; tend, shepherd: Y7
to rejoice: TAY

to gladden: MY

to ask: DN

to break, smash: T12¢

to smash into fragments: 72%

to spoil, ruin: NUW

Introduction to derived conjugations

ram: 5’2:4

warrior, hero: 71123

be(come) strong: 5?;

bring up, let grow, nourish: 5‘['\
to speak: 7127

word, thing, matter ®: 737
seek: W27

to slaughter: 1737

to sacrifice: 127

be unclean (Qal): N0

to defile (Piel): N0

why?: ﬂ@?, ﬂ@?

opposite, before (noun, prep, adv): 'Hj
to count: 7129

to recount, tell: 20

To this point in the textbook, the student has primarily experienced verbs in the Qal

binyan. The name “Qal” comes from a Hebrew word for “simple” (5[?), but term might be



understood best as “without change” or “the basic form.” The word binyan means simply

“something built.” The word is formed from the Hebrew root i7-3-2, which means “to build.”

The names of the other biyanim (remember Hebrew forms the plural by adding “im”) are

taken from the vowel and consonant changes found in the root 5_1-D. The ancient grammarians

chose D-U-D because it means “to make, do” —a root obviously related to the concept of a verb.

The other biyanim are thus called the “derived conjugations.” The following table illustrates

from an orthographic perspective how the different biyanim get their names (There are other

binyanim in addition to those listed below, but the ones listed below are the ones that occur most

frequently in the Hebrew Bible —the less frequent ones will be introduced later in the book):

Orthographic changes

Hebrew spelling

Name of binyan

no changes

v

P

Qal

prefixed nun
second vowel remains /a/ class

Syo;

niphal

1

2.
1.
2

e

first vowel changes to /i/ class
second consonant doubles (ayin
cannot take a dagesh)

second vowel is also /i/ class

Sy

piel

N —

prefixed he
second vowel is a long /i/ class
vowel with a mater (yod)

Swon

hiphil

p—

prefixed he

infixed taw

middle root letter doubles (ayin
cannot take a dagesh)

second vowel in the root is an /i/
class vowel

oyonn

hitpael

Meanings of different biyanim

Each root typically has verbal forms that occur in one or more of the possible binyanim.

Verbs normally do not occur in every binyan, in each binyan a particular verbal root normally




can be understood to have a meaning. In many instances, the Qal binyan (or conjugation) of a

particular verbal root is used for the “basic” meaning of a verb. The Piel is used for factitive and

intensive verb meanings as well as for denominative verbs that do not normally have a verb form

in the Qal binyan. The Hiphil is a causative conjugation, while the Niphal is a reflexive or

passive conjunction. The Hitpael is either a reflexive or passive binyan, and it normally is found

in roots that use the Piel and/or Hiphil. The following list summarizes these different meaning

for the binyanim (subsequent chapter will treat these topics more extensively):

1.

Qal: basic or simple verb stem. Most Qal verbs are active, but there are a few that are
only passive by nature of their meaning. They can be either transitive (takes a direct
object) or intransitive (does not take a direct objet). For example L’?‘f[? conveys the
meaning of “to be holy” and does not take a direct object (the verb describes the subject).
On the other hand, 7?_3@7' conveys the meaning of “to guard,” and the verb takes a direct
object (the verb describes something that is done to the direct object).

Piel: normally factitive, intensive, or denominative verbs. This topic will be treated
below in this chapter more extensively. For now, the following is a summary: a) Verbs
that are intransitive in the Qal become transitive in the Piel. b) Verbs that are transitive in
the Qal become intensive in the Piel. And c) verbal roots that are not found frequently in

the Qal but have common nouns are made into verbs in the Piel.

Niphal: normally passive or reflexive verbs. For example, 17_3@'7 J conveys the meaning
of both “he is guarded” or “he guarded himself.”

Hiphil: normally conveys a causative meaning. For example, ']5773 (in the Qal binyan)
means “to reign,” while the Hiphil form ‘[’5?317 conveys the meaning of “to cause to

reign” or “to enthrone.”

Hitpael: normally conveys a reflexive or passive meaning (often for verbs that convey

an intensive meaning in other binyanim). For example, PTU (in the Qal binyan) has the

meaning of “be strong, become strong.” The Piel (P177) conveys an intensive meaning of
[ y g



“make firm, strengthen,” while the Hiphil (P*77]77) has a derived causative meaning of

“seize, grasp.” Finally, the Hitpael (PITI)77) conveys the reflexive idea of “show oneself

strong, courageous.”

All of this can be confusing to the beginning student, but the student should concentrate on

grasping the main concepts and not ever detail. It may even be a good idea to try to understand

the concept at this stage, and then reread this chapter after completing several more chapters. The

following chart should give an a base over of the general concept. The student may return to this

chart following subsequent chapters so that the details can be better understood.

hitpael hiphil piel niphal qal Root
SRSy Uy Y3 1y p-1-t
he caused to hear “he was heard” “he heard”
20 9201 120 a-D-0
“recount, report” |  “was counted” “he counted”
- AN - 72N 72N T-3-N
exterminate destroy be lost, perished
SIe0T | EIRT £ 2 7p) Chl B-T-p
make oneself mark, treat as sanctify be treated as holy be holy
sanctified sanctified
I i i ==
N0 - N0 NDJ N0 N-2-0
defile oneself defile defile oneself be unclean
AR - T3 T334 1272 e
bless oneself to bless be a blessing blessing (noun)




Meaning of the Piel Binyan
The Piel binyan normally conveys an intensive, factitive, or denominative meaning. Each
of the meanings will be treated separately.

1. Intensive meaning. Quite frequently verbal roots that are attested in the Qal binyan will
also be attested in the Piel and convey an meaning that is more intensive than the
meaning conveyed in the Qal binyan. There are several vocabulary items from this
chapter that illustrate this concept well.

a. M-2-T¢ In the Qal, M27 carries the meaning of “slaughter,” while the Piel (F737)
has the more intensive meaning of “to sacrifice.”

b. T-D-0: In the Qal, 723 carries the meaning of “to count,” while the Piel (720)
has the more intensive meaning of “to recount, tell.”

c. M-N-2¢ Inthe Qal, NO3 carries the meaning of “to open,” while the Piel (MH2)

has the more intensive meaning of “to loosen, set free.”

2. Factitive meaning. It is also frequent for verbs that are intransitive in the Qal binyan to
have a transitive form in the Piel. Such transitive verbs are considered to be factitive.
Once again, there are several vocabulary items from this chapter that illustrate this

concept.

a. 5—'[—3(: In the Qal, 5'[} carries the intransitive meaning of “be(come) strong,”
while the Piel (53-.'}) is transitive—“‘to bring up, let grow, nourish.”

b. N-1-0: In the Qal, NidQ carries the intransitive meaning of “be unclean,” while
the Piel (R72) is transitive —“to defile.”

C. Q‘f—'[—P: In the Qal, UT[? carries the intransitive meaning of “be holy,” while the

Piel (Q‘?ﬁl?) is transitive— “to consecrate.”



3. Denominative meaning. Several Hebrew roots have nouns that occur frequently, but the
corresponding root does not have a verb in the Qal binyan that occurs frequently. In these
instances, these roots commonly have a denominative verb in the Piel binyan. Just as was

the case above, there are several vocabulary items that illustrate this concept.

a. T1-3-T1¢ The noun form, 727 carries the basic meaning of “word,” while the

Piel (7277) conveys the verbal meaning of this root—“to speak.”

b. Add another example for the textbook:

Orthography of the Piel:
The Piel Perfect:
There are two characteristic orthographic features of Piel perfect verbs:

1. A strong dagesh in the middle root consonant.
2. The use of /i/ class vowels except where there is a shift to an /a/ class vowel
caused by one of two things:

a. the KITKAT - KATKAT Rule causes a shift to an /a/ class vowel.
b. A root with a final ayin or het will typically have an /a/ class vowel
between the 2" and 3" root consonsants.

i. Review of the KITKAT - KATKAT Rule: When an original /i/
class vowel is followed by two consonants without an intervening
vowel, the /i/ class vowel will typically shift to a short /a/ class
vowel.

The following paradigm illustrates these features. The student who has learned the Qal perfect
paradigm can produce this paradigm by understanding the above two features that are

characteristic of the Piel binyan.



Piel Perfect | Qal Perfect Pronoun
N8R noep Iy
n7gp n70p TN
n7ep n7op o

Y Y N7
m7eR 707 N7
TPl Tl 2N
onoep | anbep oo
meep | Imnep TN
R 0P mIn /e

The Piel Imperfect. once again there are two main diagnostic features of the Piel in the imperfect:

1. The middle root consonant is doubled and contains a hard dagesh.

2. The vowel underneath the preformative is a sewa

Piel Impf | Qal Impf | Pronoun
PR Soon gh
Soon Seon aigh
Sepn | twpn | o

Sz S N
Soon Soon NI
"epr | Topr |

epn | opn | oo

mITRRn | MiREm | o

opr | Dop | s

mITRER | mIttpm | M




The Piel Imperative: Just as was the case in the Qal binyan, the imperative is formed by dropping

the preformative from the 2" person imperfect forms:

Piel Impv | Piel Impf | Pronoun
oep | Tepm | TN
e | tepn | ome
Tep | epn | oEoN
TRR | MIveRR | 1eN
The Piel Infinitives:

* Infinitive construct: 5&;7

a. Remember that infinitive constructs can take prepositions

I. 5('3[75 (with the meaning “in order to, to”)
ii. SB23 (with the meaning “like, as”)
jii. SB22 (with the meaning “when”)
* Infinitive absolute: 782 / 5

The Piel Participle: The tell-tale sign of the Piel participle is the doubling of the middle root

consonant and the preformative 73 (just like the imperfect, the vowel under the preformative is a

sewa). The Piel particple is similar to the Qal participle in other respects:

Piel Ptc Qal Ptc Person / Number
oupr [ PP ms
neeEn | noop fs
ooepn | owp mp
nivepn | mibup fp




Drill Exercises for the Piel:
1. Complete the Piel forms drill sheet.
2. Complete the Piel parsing drill sheet.

3. Complete the Piel and Qal parsing drill sheet.

Biblical Hebrew sentences for the Piel:
1 ? . . . _ . 4 \
"7 97 00N BRY o7 mpraTgs 1370 At Ex 20

PORRD O 4N TR IS TR RS

1 = Piel “to act as a priest”; 2 = “bull”

pim N 92ND SR g s 550 927 NS Josh 8:35
$02P2 ToNT M Rm o O8N Smp R

1 = Piel “to command”; 2 = children

I 3R TOr Tt o W DTN SRR 2 w3y T jod ey 17:5
sopiN Ty oty mat el memo i Sk nop oy mime oy

1 = Hiphil verb from X-1-2 “bring”

20 NI N2 P TN 1T 0iE02 003 AN ST 2787 Kes 3:3

-

HUTRT OpR PATOD DR IR T OO DIRY:Ex 30:29

R337 5797 ORI 2FINT 3N 2EORT ON N 220N T 72 Deut 10:17

2mt ey N9 in NETNS S Nl

1 = “awesome” (Niphal ms ptc “one who is feared”); 2 = bribe



10

SN2 trpz 4572 omN mim ofT pEiTTOR I TN os 3.7

PRY TN TR0V 0TI WND U3 0T N

1 = Hiphil verb “to begin”

Ml o S P e By om 2dpaT 97371 :Gen 25:27
:DPDTR 2y "0 BN Dpp)

1 = hunting, game; 2 = guiltless; well-behaved (ext. meaning)

07O 975 apm tox N2 GInAD mwh Nt Ex 18:15
$INOTOr MAETNS Tizon TIUE TRYTTD Job 14:16

orisntr nbeh T Ay gnOD Ny ok Tyl 190m Ex 1818

£y "ohsny 77i2 ooxsn s eban oo nx Snaen nin Sy

1-1 = “because of’; 2 = “tribulation”; 3: Hiphil verb “and he saved them”

DTR2TINY OO E0am1 TN TONT FRDNT :Num 16:32

077702 INT T N BTN M

1 = 3fs Qal “to swallow”; 2 = PN; 3 = “property, goods”

spEna " RmnToN 12T N ONIETIRR TUI:1 Kes 20:11

1 = Hitpael jussive = “praise himself; boast”; 2 = one who girds = one who puts on (armor)

smnety 2wy Sy ey 7om moL Ps 105:20

1 = “and he released him” (Hiphil verb)



11

$ N MRTINTIN 227 TA0D o2 apishg Ty mEINT

1 = Niphal perf “you were scattered”
097D TN INSTON D% DWY Spn 2g 757 17701 Sam 17:15

050327 BD%I21 oAN T TON M Ik SHMYI Deut 12:12
:opoy 1n *pon 5 1N v 23mwya Ty Mem 'mpnien opan

1 = your hand maids; 2 = portion

9pNDT 8333 Nyt ND mET mwR BN MRT Deut 24:5

o}

*e

RTINS NI MRE PN M st

*T

1 = army, hosts; 2 = adj. “free”

'orginTT ARSI oY 1T N 2277 AN NSO 3RONT Deut 10:2
STTINZ DpRYY DAY N

1 = the first ones;

PITPT IS NOEY T U N NG TN T TN N2 Sam 1:14



