Chapter 14
Weak Verbs in the Piel binyan

Vocabulary:

or (conj.): N

surely; but, however (adv): -[x
to burn (tr. or intr.): Y3

to burn (tr.); consume: 1J2

to bless: 73

a blessing: 1273

to seek: &P2

to praise: 5517

Halelujah (impv + Yah): 7715511
to cover: 11802

to atone: 7122

to teach: 7?35

to refuse: TN/

to spurn: 7'XJ

to oppress: 13¥

to belittle; curse: 57[7

to drive away: &7

to stretch out: ﬂ?@

to expel, send forth, let go: nbw

to serve, administer: 117



Orthography of the Piel for weak verbs and roots with gutturals

The student is already familiar with the concept of changes that take place in the various

inflections for verbal roots with weak consonants or gutturals. The Piel binyan is no

exception—the same patterns are found, but certain vowel and consonant changes take place

depending on which letter in the root is a guttural or “weak.” The following sections summarize

the main changes that are encountered.

Verbal roots that are not “weak’ in the Piel binyan

1.

I-Nun verbs: Unlike the Qal binyan where the nun assimilates into the following
consonant in the imperfect inflection, the nun is retained in the Piel binyan (Qal: D1°
(VI-1-3) but Piel: 2337).

Middle weak verbs: Whereas the middle weak consonant drops out in the Qal binyan
(8 “he rose”), the middle weak consonant is usually retained if the root occurs in the
Piel because the middle consonant is “doubled.” However, most middle weak verbal

roots that commonly occur in the Qal are not attested in the Piel —they normally occur in

what is called the Polel binyan (that is, the mater preserves the middle weak radical, and
the third consonant is duplicated as well— e.g., 111 (from the v 0-1-1)
I-Yod verbs: Unlike the Qal binyan where the I-yod is often assimilated into the

preformative, roots with a I-yod retain that consonant in the imperfect because the I-yod

starts a syllable and follows and open syllable —this is because the preformative takes a

vocal sewa for a vowel (e.g., 7&7” “he will smooth over”).



Summary of changes in Piel weak verbs and verbs with gutturals

The following table summarizes the changes that take place. These changes will be

described in detail below:

Geminate | [11-77 M-8 | H-YorM | II-¥, /T, or 7 | II-Nor ™
5o ﬂ?? R 15U gbk! 702 3ms perf
097 | P | o | mnty SN 7072 | lesperf
Som | mpa | Nh | mEwd g3 737 | 3msimpf
557‘?4 HEDN NBDN nwx b 772N lcs impf

II-Guttural Verbs
As described in the previous chapter, the tell-tale sign of the Piel binyan is the doubling

of the middle letter of the verb root. Since gutturals and resh do not accept a dagesh, some sort

of compensatory lengthening often takes place. Verbal roots with a II-X or 7 lengthen the

preceding vowel, but there is no lengthening found in verbal root with a II-¥, /7, or I1.!

Therefore, the student will be able to recognize a verb with a II-X or 71 because of the lengthened

preceding vowel, but verbal roots with a II-¥, 7, or T will need to identified from other features

exhibited in the Piel binyan. (see table below for a summary):

' As the student will learn with more exposure to Hebrew, doubling of a consonant has more to do with how long
the speaker dwells on a particular phoneme than actual doubling. It seems that ancient speakers of Hebrew needed to

compensate the length of the vowel before a II-X or 7, but they did not dwell as long on a II-I, 1, or 1. Therefore,

it sometime said that these roots exhibit “virtual doubling.”



III-guttural verbs

Each of the I1I-guttural verbs has some slight variations from the forms exhibited of Piel

verbs of strong roots. These differences can be divided into three categories:

1.

III-2 or : Verbs that end is either ayin or het normally exhibit an /a/ vowel between the
second and third root letter instead of an /i/ class vowel. Thus, one finds BEP, but 7 5?27
with a final ¥ or 7.

III-N: Verbs that end in aleph exhibit differences from strong roots because the aleph is

quiescent when it is found at the end of a syllable. Thus, the preceding vowel is often

lengthened, and the /i/ class vowel is retained because the KITKAT - KATKAT rule
does not come into play. E.g., one finds ’m%@[?, but the 1cs perfect form of a III-N root is
"IND.

ITI-17: Verbs that end in ke are very similar to III-7 verbs in the Qal binyan. The he drops
out in the 1* and 2" person forms of the perfect as well as the 3cp perfect form. In the
imperfect, the he retained, but the /i/ class vowel is a segol. E.g., the 1cs perfect is ’IT.%D,
while the 3ms imperfect is TI%D’

Geminate roots: Verbal roots with the same 2™ and 3" consonants (geminates) typically

function like strong roots with the duplication of both consonants of the root letter and

the doubling with a dagesh of the second root letter. E.g., the 3ms perfect form is 55;‘[ ,

and the Ics perfect is ’ﬂﬁ%ﬂ Likewise the 3ms imperfect form is 55:‘1’



The following charts summarizes all of the verbal forms described above:

Geminate

11-1

II-N

I-2 or 11

II-2, 7, or 1

II-KX or T

n5%n

N33

NS

oY

gamb!

273

lcs perf

0272

2ms perf

2fs perf

3ms perf

3fs perf

lep perf

2mp perf

21p perf

3cp perf

lcs impf

2ms impf

2fs impf

T

3ms impf

3fs impf

lep impf

2mp impf

2fp impf

3mp impf

3fp impf




ms impv

fs impv

mp impv

fs impv

inf. constr

inf. (suff)

inf. abs.

ms part

fs part

mp part

fp part

Drill Exercises for the Piel:
1. Complete the Piel forms drill sheet.

2. Complete the Piel parsing drill sheet.




Translation from Deut 4:1-
SRSUIRTON] BRI OON 1Y ONE fA
EON31 TR 2R MEET SR0N RO RIS TN
1227 [03 BTRIN TN TN TIRT N 2pY
SO ISR PRI N 72770y eh N 2
=2TION T RO D e wn N
$ER0N TSR TDI TN
Tipe DURz AT AN AN O EDTE 3
TTRYT iEETONR ION 70T N ENTOR R
PRI TN T
1OTT 5272 O SON TR TR BONY 4
TN T NS TSP 208U BpT 200N THYRY NS
PRRE TRY OND BPN N TINT 2732 12 mbys
PERYT TN RET PR S0 BanneT NI U3 BIrhy R 6
ST DT TR 1133 Bp0EY PN TN BRI 0P NN
ToR 22297 oorioN N ST R 7
TN NNTRTT02 EDY AT
mainT 953 opTs oowowm oopn 1N DT v s
: 07 02705 105 TDIN WX NN
=TI mREAE TN Rl R 7 g 1o
TR 52 2R TR TIE WY
PTIR PR TR BEETI
1 = Hiphil “to add”; 2 = “to take away”; 3 = “to exterminate”; 4 = “clinging” (adj); 5 = your understanding; 6 =

Niphal “be guarded”






