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Chapter 14
Weak Verbs in the Piel binyan

Vocabulary:

or (conj.): Owa

surely; but, however (adv): JKAa

to burn (tr. or intr.): rAoDb

to burn (tr.); consume: rAoI;b

to bless: KEr;Eb

a blessing: hDkDr;Vb

to seek: v;Eq;Ib

to praise: l;Elˆh

Halelujah (impv + Yah): ;hÎy…wlVlAh

to cover: h;Ds;ˆk

to atone: rÚRp;ˆk

to teach: d;Emˆl

to refuse: NEaEm

to spurn: XEaˆn

to oppress: h…Înˆo

to belittle; curse: l;Elˆq

to drive away: vEr…´g

to stretch out: jAlDv

to expel, send forth, let go: j;AlIv

to serve, administer: tErEv
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Orthography of the Piel for weak verbs and roots with gutturals

The student is already familiar with the concept of changes that take place in the various

inflections for verbal roots with weak consonants or gutturals. The Piel binyan is no

exception—the same patterns are found, but certain vowel and consonant changes take place

depending on which letter in the root is a guttural or “weak.” The following sections summarize

the main changes that are encountered.

Verbal roots that are not “weak” in the Piel binyan

1. I-Nun verbs: Unlike the Qal binyan where the nun assimilates into the following

consonant in the imperfect inflection, the nun is retained in the Piel binyan (Qal: oÅ…gˆˆy

(√o-g-n) but Piel: oÅ…gÅn◊y).

2. Middle weak verbs:  Whereas the middle weak consonant drops out in the Qal binyan

(Mq “he rose”), the middle weak consonant is usually retained if the root occurs in the

Piel because the middle consonant is “doubled.” However, most middle weak verbal
roots that commonly occur in the Qal are not attested in the Piel—they normally occur in

what is called the Polel binyan (that is, the mater preserves the middle weak radical, and

the third consonant is duplicated as well— e.g., tEtOwm (from the √ t-w-m)

3. I-Yod verbs:  Unlike the Qal binyan where the I-yod is often assimilated into the

preformative, roots with a I-yod retain that consonant in the imperfect because the I-yod
starts a syllable and follows and open syllable—this is because the preformative takes a

vocal sewa for a vowel (e.g., rÚEvÅy◊y “he will smooth over”).

4. 
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Summary of changes in Piel weak verbs and verbs with gutturals

The following table summarizes the changes that take place. These changes will be

described in detail below:

Geminate III-h III-a III-o or j II-o, h, or j II-a or r

l;ElIh hÎ;l;Ik a;ElIm j;AlIv rEo;Ib KEr;Eb 3ms perf

y;ItVl°;AlIh yIty;°ˆl;Ik yIta;ElIm y;ItVj°;AlIv y;ItVrA°o;Ib y;ItVkAr;Eb 1cs perf

l;ElAh◊y h;RlAk◊y a;ElAm◊y j;AlAv◊y rEoAb◊y KErDb◊y 3ms impf

l;ElAhSa h;RlAkSa a;ElAmSa j;AlAvSa rEoAbSa KErDbSa 1cs impf

II-Guttural Verbs

As described in the previous chapter, the tell-tale sign of the Piel binyan is the doubling

of the middle letter of the verb root. Since gutturals and resh do not accept a dagesh, some sort

of compensatory lengthening often takes place. Verbal roots with a II-a or r lengthen the

preceding vowel, but there is no lengthening found in verbal root with a II-o, h, or j.1

Therefore, the student will be able to recognize a verb with a II-a or r because of the lengthened

preceding vowel, but verbal roots with a II-o, h, or j will need to identified from other features

exhibited in the Piel binyan. (see table below for a summary):

                                                  
1 As the student will learn with more exposure to Hebrew, doubling of a consonant has more to do with how long

the speaker dwells on a particular phoneme than actual doubling. It seems that ancient speakers of Hebrew needed to

compensate the length of the vowel before a II-a or r, but they did not dwell as long on a II-o, h, or j. Therefore,

it sometime said that these roots exhibit “virtual doubling.”
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III-guttural verbs

Each of the III-guttural verbs has some slight variations from the forms exhibited of Piel

verbs of strong roots. These differences can be divided into three categories:

1. III-o or j: Verbs that end is either ayin or het normally exhibit an /a/ vowel between the

second and third root letter instead of an /i/ class vowel. Thus, one finds lÚEfˆq, but j;AlIv

with a final o or j.

2. III-a:  Verbs that end in aleph exhibit differences from strong roots because the aleph is

quiescent when it is found at the end of a syllable. Thus, the preceding vowel is often

lengthened, and the /i/ class vowel is retained because the KITKAT  KATKAT rule

does not come into play. E.g., one finds y;ItVlÚAfˆq, but the 1cs perfect form of a III-a root is

yItaElIm.

3. III-h: Verbs that end in he are very similar to III–h verbs in the Qal binyan. The he drops

out in the 1st and 2nd person forms of the perfect as well as the 3cp perfect form. In the

imperfect, the he retained, but the /i/ class vowel is a segol. E.g., the 1cs perfect is yIty°ˆl;Ik,

while the 3ms imperfect is h;RlAk◊y.

4. Geminate roots:  Verbal roots with the same 2nd and 3rd consonants (geminates) typically
function like strong roots with the duplication of both consonants of the root letter and

the doubling with a dagesh of the second root letter. E.g., the 3ms perfect form is l;ElIh,

and the 1cs perfect is y;ItVl°;AlIh. Likewise the 3ms imperfect form is l;ElAh◊y.
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The following charts summarizes all of the verbal forms described above:

Geminate III-h III-a III-o or j II-o, h, or j II-a or r

y;ItVl°;AlIh yIty;°ˆl;Ik yIta;ElIm y;ItVj°;AlIv y;ItVrA°o;Ib y;tVkAr;Eb 1cs perf

D;tVkAr;Eb 2ms perf

2fs perf

3ms perf

3fs perf

1cp perf

2mp perf

2fp perf

3cp perf

rEoAbSa KErDbSa 1cs impf

2ms impf

2fs impf

JKErDb◊y 3ms impf

3fs impf

1cp impf

2mp impf

2fp impf

3mp impf

3fp impf
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ms impv

fs impv

mp impv

fs impv

inf. constr

inf. (suff)

inf. abs.

ms part

fs part

mp part

fp part

Drill Exercises for the Piel:

1. Complete the Piel forms drill sheet.

2. Complete the Piel parsing drill sheet.
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Translation from Deut 4:1–

My$IfDÚpVvI;mAh_lRa◊w ‹MyI;qUj`Ah_lRa o§AmVv l#Ea∂rVcˆy h∞D;tAo◊w  .1

‹MRtaDb…w …wGyVj`I;t NAo∞AmVl twóOcSoAl M™RkVtRa d¶E;mAlVm y¢IkOn`Da rªRvSa

:M`RkDl N¶EtOn M™RkyEtObSa y¶EhølTa h¢Dwh◊y rªRvSa X®r$DaDh_tRa M∞R;tVvîry`Iw

M$RkVtRa h∞R…wAxVm ‹yIkOnDa r§RvSa ‹rDb∂;dAh_lAo 1…wp#IsOt aâøl  .2

M$RkyEháølTa h∞Dwh◊y ‹tOwVxIm_tRa r#OmVvIl …w…n¡R;mIm …2wäo√r◊gIt añøl◊w

:M`RkVtRa h¶R…wAxVm y™IkOnDa r¶RvSa

rwóøoVÚp lAo∞AbV;b h™Dwh◊y h¶DcDo_rRvSa t¢Ea t$Oaør`Dh ‹MRky´ny`Eo .3
3wÿødyImVvIh rw$øoVÚp_lAo`Ab yâérSjAa ‹JKAlDh r§RvSa vy#IaDh_lDk y∞I;k

:ÔK`R;b√rI;qIm ÔKy™RhølTa h¶Dwh◊y

:Mwáø¥yAh M™RkV;lU;k My¶I¥yAj M¡RkyEhølTa h™DwhyA;b 4My$IqEb√;dAh ‹MR;tAa◊w .4

y¡DhølTa h∞Dwh◊y yˆn™A…wIx r¶RvSaA;k My$IfDÚpVvIm…w ‹MyI;qUj M#RkVtRa yI;t√d∞A;mIl —h∞Ea√r .5

:;h`D;tVvîrVl hD;m™Dv My¶IaD;b M¢R;tAa r¶RvSa X®r$DaDh b®râ®qV;b N$E;k twâOcSoAl

 N…w#oVmVvˆy r∞RvSa My¡I;mAoDh y™EnyEoVl 5M$RkVtÅny∞Ib…w ‹MRkVtAmVkDj aw§Ih y∞I;k ~MRtyIcSoÅw ¤MR;t√rAmVv…w .6

:h`RΩzAh lwëødÎ…gAh ywñø…gAh Nw$øbÎn◊w M∞DkDj_MAo qårï …w#rVmDa◊w hR;l$EaDh Myâî;qUjAh_lD;k tEa£

wy¡DlEa My∞IbOrVq My™IhølTa wñøl_rRvSa lw$ødÎ…g ywâøg_yIm yI;k .7

:wy`DlEa …wn™Ea√r∂q_lDkV;b …wny$EhølTa h∞DwhyA;k

hâ∂rwø;tAh ‹ lOkV;k Móîqyî;dAx My™IfDÚpVvIm…w Myñî;qUj wöøl_rRvSa lw$ødÎ…g ywâø…g ‹yIm…w .8

:Mwáø¥yAh M™Rky´nVpIl N¶EtOn y¢IkOnDa rªRvSa taYøΩzAh

My%îrDb√;dAh_tRa j°A;kVvI;t_NRÚp d#OaVm %ÔKVvVpÅn r°OmVv…w ·ÔKVl 6rRm∞DÚvIh q&år .9

ÔKy¡R¥yAj y∞Em◊y läO;k $ÔKVb∞DbV;lIm ‹…wr…w‹sÎy_NRp…w ÔKyG‰nyEo …wâa∂r_rRvSa

:ÔKy`RnDb y¶EnVbIl◊w ÔKy™RnDbVl 7M¶D;tVoådwøh◊w

1 = Hiphil “to add”; 2 = “to take away”; 3 = “to exterminate”; 4 = “clinging” (adj); 5 = your understanding; 6 =

Niphal “be guarded”
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