POL-110-001, U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS, SPRING 2011
FINAL EXAM STUDY GUIDEPRIVATE 
GENERAL INFORMATION:  Scheduled for Friday, May 20, 1:00 to 3:00 pm in Old Main 05 (our usual classroom). The exam is designed to take about 50 minutes (same format as previous exams) but you do have the full 2 hours. Blue books will be provided; answers to ALL questions should go in the blue book.  Cheating in any form will result in a grade of 0 for anyone involved.  Please write legibly in pen.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  Anyone who has a reason for requesting some accommodation in taking this exam should e-mail me as soon as possible.

EXAM PARTS, GRADING (same as first and second exam!)
Part I - 11 multiple choice questions, 2 points each 



=  22 points

Part II - 6 identification paragraphs (choice of 10), 8 points each 

=  48 points

Part III - 1 essay (choice of 3) 





=  30 points


TOTAL







= 100 points

READINGS/MATERIAL COVERED:  Wednesday, April 13 through Wednesday, May 18:
· OSY chapters 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
· selected Woll and other readings, listed later in this handout
· anything covered in a class handout may also be included on this exam
QUESTIONS?   Chris’s blog has a post for all exam-related questions.  Any questions sent via e-mail will also be posted to the blog, along with answers. Chris will check the blog frequently until the day of the exam.
DETAILS FOR EACH EXAM PART (same as first & second exam!)
Part I (multiple choice) and Part II (identification paragraphs)
These two sections will cover basic terms, concepts, events, and people from the assigned readings and from class; a complete list of the items covered in parts I and II appears later in this study guide.  A few of the listed items have not been discussed in class, and some terms come from class (from my lectures and/or class handouts) but are not in the reading.  The exam will focus more heavily on items covered in class.  Focus your study on the readings, handouts, and your notes from class; this is the best preparation for parts I and II.

Part I will present some basic terms, concepts, events, and people in the form of multiple choice questions.  Choose the best answer (there is only one right answer for each question).

In Part II, for any six of the ten listed terms, write a paragraph that explains/defines the term, AND which describes its significance for U.S. government and politics.  These answers are graded at roughly 6 points for the explanation/definition and roughly 2 points for the significance.  Answer only six items; if you answer more than six, only the first six will be graded.

Part III - Essay

You will write one essay, from a selection of three questions.  The questions will be based ONLY on the themes given below, and will be more specifically focused than these themes.

Essay questions are meant to be answered in about 3-4 paragraphs, or approximately 2 pages in a blue book.  Write in complete sentences, not bullet points; besides this, style, spelling and grammar are not factors in grading these essays, although writing a coherent essay is a good thing to do!  The following factors are important:

· correct information (be accurate, know what you are talking about)

· relevant information (answer the question that is asked, stay on track)

· evidence or examples to support your major points (provide some content! tell me what you know and how it illustrates or relates to the essay question)

· a logical structure to your answer (have a theme and state it clearly)

It is probably wise to jot down a quick outline or list of main points before beginning to write.  I will be grading only the essay, not any outline that I find.

THEMES FOR PART III ESSAY QUESTIONS

· be prepared to discuss how people learn about politics, and which political socialization factors have the most impact

· know the reasons why Barack Obama won the 2008 presidential election, how the 2008 election illustrates candidate strategy to win a presidential general election (this includes both Obama’s and McCain’s strategies) as well as the factors that most influence citizens’ decisions about whom to vote for
· understand key similarities and differences between political parties and interest groups, including ways that interest groups have become more like political parties
· understand the seven steps in the policy making process, the issue network actors who are involved with each step, and the government institutions most involved with each step
· consideration of future policy challenges facing the United States, both domestic (federal budget, growth of federal spending and deficit spending, etc.) and foreign (terrorism and other challenges to US power and interests)

TERMS FOR PARTS I AND II (organized by subject and reading).  Material covered on the handouts/in class only (i.e. not in the book) is listed with the chapter where it was covered. Only the Woll/other readings listed here will be covered on the exam (some will not be covered)
OSY chapter 10 (public opinion AND media) 

public opinion
public opinion polls
straw polls
Literary Digest polls and their problems in accurately measuring public opinion
exit polls
tracking polls
push polls
concerns with determining content and phrasing questions
random sampling, stratified sampling
problems in generating a random sample
problems with contacting respondents
margin of error
shortcomings of polling
political socialization and the key factors that influence political socialization (pp. 286-290)
trends among first-year college students (Figure 10.3, 289)
gender differences on issues (Table 10.1, 286)
role of political knowledge and cues from leaders in forming and expressing political views
linkage institutions (media, political parties, interest groups)
yellow journalism
muckraking
trends in TV news over time
forms of new media and impact on politics
media consolidation
narrowcasting
talking heads
citizen journalists
FCC
content regulation
equal time rule
differences between covering president and covering Congress
media effects
agenda setting
framing
ways in which media bias is manifested
trends in public perception of the media
gatekeeping
priming
horse race coverage
Auletta, “Non-Stop News”
ways that media coverage of President differs today compared to 10 years ago, and how this affects White House political strategies

media’s dominant bias as pro-conflict

OSY chapter 11 (parties and interest groups)
political party, interest group (definitions)
chart comparing interest groups and political parties
why political parties formed in the early U.S.
Federalist Party
Democratic-Republican Party
Whig Party
why the Whigs gave way to the Republican Party
direct primary
issue-oriented politics
ticket splitting
candidate-centered politics
party realignments
critical elections
secular realignment
dealignment
functions of the two-party system
national party platform
roles of minor parties
basic structure of political parties
national convention
party identification and its sources (including table on p. 323)
political parties as service providers, types of services provided

pluralist theory
disturbance theory
transactions theory
population ecology theory
patrons, roles they play in forming and maintaining interest groups
three types of group members – leaders, workers, rank and file
collective good, free rider problem
public interest groups
why conservative religious and ideological groups became stronger in the 1970s and 1980s
what interest groups do – lobby, protest, election activities
political action committee
efforts to regulate interest groups and lobbyists
Honest Leadership and Open Government Act of 2007

Woll 40 (Berry)

pluralism, why it was considered a useful theory to explain interest group activity in US politics
Woll 33 (Barker)

stages of government by discussion – parties, voters, Parliament (Congress), Cabinet (President and executive branch
why government by discussion is important and useful
Woll 35 (Mayhew)

why divided government is thought to be bad for U.S. politics
why divided government is not necessarily bad for U.S. politics
OSY chapter 12 (elections)
nomination campaign
primary election
general election campaign
key campaign staff and their roles
hard money
soft money
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA)
Citizens United v.Federal Election Commission
individual campaign donation limits
political party donation limits
Political Action Committees (PACs)
Buckley v. Valeo (actual decision in Woll 41)
public funds
matching funds
527 political committees
501(c) groups
importance of traditional media and debates
uses of new media to reach voters
positive ads
negative ads
contrast ads
inoculation ads
presidential nomination campaigns
types of primaries and caucuses
front-loading
how the Electoral College works
problems with the Electoral College
reapportionment
incumbency advantage
redistricting
reasons why incumbents lose elections
midterm elections
patterns in voter choice, key factors that influence voter choice (362-364)
patterns in voter turnout, key factors that influence turnout (364-366)
reasons why turnout is so low
ways proposed to improve voter turnout
retrospective judgments
prospective judgments 
chart of voting behavior theories
presidential nomination strategies

post-primary phase of presidential campaigns

general election strategies
Woll 36 (Key, critical elections)
definition of critical election
why 1928 presidential election in New England is a critical election

Woll 38 (Key, The Responsible Electorate)

why the voice of the people is an echo
limits of interpreting campaign results
voters are not fools
Woll 41 (Buckley v. Valeo)
why Supreme Court upheld restrictions on specific forms of campaign giving, and upheld reporting and disclosure requirements
why Supreme Court struck down overall limits on individual spending to influence election outcomes

importance of this case for elections and campaign finance laws
Pomper, “The Presidential Election: Change Comes to America”
reasons why Obama’s mandate could be considered “decisive” (46)
increases in turnout, specific groups that increased turnout
new geographic patterns in 2008 Electoral College
key demographic trends in 2008 voting (Tables 3-2 and 3-3)
contrasts between the nominees
positives and negatives of the Palin nomination
role of the September economic collapse in determining the election outcome, different responses of the candidates
impact of the debates
strengths and innovations of Obama campaign
problems with organization and message of McCain campaign
importance of issues and traits to voter behavior (Table 3-7)

OSY chapter 13 (public policy)
definition of public policy
7 stages of policy-making process (Figure 13.1, p. 377) – problem recognition, agenda setting, policy formulation, policy adoption, budgeting, policy implementation, policy evaluation
systemic agenda versus governmental/institutional agenda
implementation techniques – authoritative, incentive, capacity, hortatory
key government actions in health policy (timeline, 382-3, as well as text 382-7)
Medicare
Medicare Part D
Medicaid
changes to health insurance due to Obama reform bill
Social Security Act
entitlement programs
non-means-tested programs, means-tested programs (and know examples of each)
Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (aka Social Security), concerns about its future solvency
unemployment insurance
SSI program
TANF
fiscal policy
basic distribution of federal budget and sources of federal revenue (Figure 13.3, 393)
budget deficit
monetary policy
Federal Reserve System and its functions
recession
effects of recent recession on health and income security policies
stimulus package
TARP
strategies of policy making: rational versus incremental
mandatory spending

discretionary spending

tax expenditures

progressive tax, regressive tax

New York Times, health care reform
key issue network players in 2009-20 health care reform debates
reasons why the reform bill passed in 2010

constitutional concerns about health care reform bill

Page and Simmons, “Is American Public Policy Effective?”
examples of federal public policies that have achieved many of their intended goals

OSY chapter 14 (foreign policy)
isolationism
collective security
Cold War
Truman Doctrine
NATO
détente
emphasis on human rights (Carter)
Reagan Doctrine
enlargement (Clinton)

war on terrorism
reasons why US invaded Iraq in 2003
foreign/defense policy role of the following units: Department of State, Department of Defense, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Department of Homeland Security, intelligence community, National Security Council
congressional foreign/defense policy powers: oversight, treaties and executive agreements, appointments, appropriations
War Powers Act
military-industrial complex
protectionism
strategic trade policy
free trade policy
NAFTA
WTO
China-US trade issues
US-Mexico immigration issues
policies and challenges related to terrorism
policies and challenges related to nuclear weapons

examples of foreign policy crises that led to institutional changes in government, and why this occurs

