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people of America to form the Memorable Congress of 1774, That Body recommended
certain measures to their Constituents, and the event proved their wisdom; yet it is fresh
in our memories how soon the Press began to teem with Pamphiets and weekly Papers
against those very measures. Not only many of the Officers of Government who obeyed
the dictates of personal interest, but others from a mistaken estimate of consequences,
or the undue influence of former attachments, or whose ambition aimed at objects
which did not correspond with the public good, were indefatigable in their endeavours
to persuade the people to reject the advice of that Patriotic Congress. Many indeed were
deceived and deluded, but the great majority of the people reasoned and decided
judiciously; and happy they are in reflecting that they did so. . . .

It is wortlyy of remark that not only the first, but every succeeding Congress, as well
as the late Convention, have invariably joined with the people in thinking that the
prosperity of America depended on its Union. To preserve and perpetuate it, was the
great object of the people in forming that Convention, and it is also the great object of
the plan which the Convention has advised them lo adopt. With what propriety there-
fore, or for what good purposes, are attempts at this particular period, made by some
men, to depreciate the importance of the Union? or why is it suggested that three or
four confederacies would be better than one? [ am persuaded in my own mind, that the
people have always thought right on this subject, and that their universal and uniform
attachment to the cause of the Union, rests on great and weighty reasons, which T shall
endeavour to develop and explain in some ensuing papers. They who promote the idea
of substituting a number of distinct confederacies in the room of the plan of the
Convention, seem clearly to foresee that the rejection of it would put the continuance
of the Union in the utmost jeopardy. That certainly would be the case, and 1 sincerely
wish that it may be as clearly foreseen by every good Citizen, that whenever the dis-
solution of the Union arrives, America will have reason to exclaim in the words of the
Poet, “FAREWELL, A LONG FAREWELL, TO ALL MY GREATNESS.”

PusBLIus.

From The Independent journal, October 31, 1787. This essay appeared on
November 1 in The Daily Advertiser and on November 2 in The New-York Packet.

1.3 Gordon S. Wood, “Republicanism” (2002)

i liberal individualism was the dominant intellectual strain running from the
British Enlightenment of Hobhbes, Locke, and Hume to the new world, a competing
strain of country party ideology, civic humanism, or republicanism also influenced
the revolutionary generation. Gordon S. Wood has chronicled the impact of
republicanism on early American history in two classic books, The Creation of
the American Republic, 1776-1787 (1969) and The Radicalism of the American
Revolution (1992). The selection below, from The American Revolution: A History
(2002) provides one of the best available descriptions of the republican political
vision.
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