POL-110-001, U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS, SPRING 2011
SECOND EXAM STUDY GUIDEPRIVATE 
GENERAL INFORMATION:  Scheduled for Friday, April 15, the exam is designed to take about 50 minutes.  As we did last time, we will start at 11:25 am, and end at 12:25 pm.  Blue books will be provided; answers to ALL questions should go in the blue book.  Cheating in any form will result in a grade of 0 for anyone involved.  Please write legibly in pen.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  Anyone who has a reason for requesting some accommodation in taking this exam should e-mail me as soon as possible.

EXAM PARTS, GRADING (same as first exam!)
Part I - 11 multiple choice questions, 2 points each 



=  22 points

Part II - 6 identification paragraphs (choice of 10), 8 points each 

=  48 points

Part III - 1 essay (choice of 3) 





=  30 points


TOTAL







= 100 points

READINGS/MATERIAL COVERED:  Friday, March 4 through Friday, April 8:
· OSY chapters 7, 8, 9, 4, 5
· selected Woll readings, listed later in this handout
· anything covered in a class handout may also be included on this exam
QUESTIONS?   Chris’s blog has a post for all exam-related questions.  Any questions sent via e-mail will also be posted to the blog, along with answers. Chris will check the blog frequently until the day of the exam.
DETAILS FOR EACH EXAM PART (same as first exam!)
Part I (multiple choice) and Part II (identification paragraphs)
These two sections will cover basic terms, concepts, events, and people from the assigned readings and from class; a complete list of the items covered in parts I and II appears later in this study guide.  A few of the listed items have not been discussed in class, and some terms come from class (from my lectures and/or class handouts) but are not in the reading.  The exam will focus more heavily on items covered in class.  Focus your study on the readings, handouts, and your notes from class; this is the best preparation for parts I and II.

Part I will present some basic terms, concepts, events, and people in the form of multiple choice questions.  Choose the best answer (there is only one right answer for each question).

In Part II, for any six of the ten listed terms, write a paragraph that explains/defines the term, AND which describes its significance for U.S. government and politics.  These answers are graded at roughly 6 points for the explanation/definition and roughly 2 points for the significance.  Answer only six items; if you answer more than six, only the first six will be graded.

Part III - Essay

You will write one essay, from a selection of three questions.  The questions will be based ONLY on the themes given below, and will be more specifically focused than these themes.

Essay questions are meant to be answered in about 3-4 paragraphs, or approximately 2 pages in a blue book.  Write in complete sentences, not bullet points; besides this, style, spelling and grammar are not factors in grading these essays, although writing a coherent essay is a good thing to do!  The following factors are important:

· correct information (be accurate, know what you are talking about)

· relevant information (answer the question that is asked, stay on track)

· evidence or examples to support your major points (provide some content! tell me what you know and how it illustrates or relates to the essay question)

· a logical structure to your answer (have a theme and state it clearly)

It is probably wise to jot down a quick outline or list of main points before beginning to write.  I will be grading only the essay, not any outline that I find.

THEMES FOR PART III ESSAY QUESTIONS

· examples of how the office of president has gained more authority over the course of U.S. political history, and why this is a significant development in U.S. politics

· key criteria used to select justices for the Supreme Court, and reasons why Supreme Court nominations have become more contentious and partisan in the last two decades

· understand the principal approaches that the Supreme Court uses to decide cases, and be prepared to evaluate the merits of one or more of these approaches

· major Court rulings and concepts that have developed the meaning of the First Amendment, the due process rights given in the Bill of Rights, and the right to privacy; an essay question based on this theme will probably give you some choice as to what cases you discuss, but may specify at least one case that must be discussed

· reasons why civil rights advances occur, including specific examples of civil rights advances that reflect one or more of these reasons

TERMS FOR PARTS I AND II (organized by subject and reading)

Material covered on the handouts/in class only (i.e. not in the book) is listed with the chapter where it was covered. Only the Woll readings listed here will be covered on the exam (some will not be covered)
OSY chapter 7 

22nd Amendment
Impeachment

25th Amendment

Powers of president: appointment, convene Congress, make treaties, veto, commander-in-chief, pardon

Executive agreements, Case Act

War Powers Act

Inherent powers

Role of Vice President

Executive Office of the President (EOP)

Going public

Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

Executive orders

George Washington as model for the presidency
President’s power to persuade

Paradoxes of presidency

Presidentialist versus congressionalist approach

Factors that improve or weaken presidential-congressional relations

Major reasons why president has advantage over Congress

Ways that Congress has fought back against presidential dominance

Woll 47 (Corwin)

Factors that have enlarged presidential power over time

Woll 48 (Rossiter)

Ways that presidents lead in U.S. politics

Woll 49 (Neustadt)

Different constituencies served by president

Limits on presidential power due to these multiple constituencies

Woll 50 (Barber)

Types of presidential character (active-positive, active-negative, passive-positive, passive-negative), examples within each type

OSY chapter 8
bureaucracy
spoils system and patronage
civil service system and merit system
independent regulatory commission
appointive policy-making positions (also called “Schedule C” political appointees)
Cabinet departments
independent executive agencies
government corporations
Hatch Act
implementation
“iron triangle” concept and issue networks (which we discussed before with Congress)
interagency councils
administrative discretion
rule making
regulations
administrating adjudication
executive orders

ways that bureaucratic agencies/departments are exceptions to separation of powers
Woll 54 (Woll)

Shared powers of Congress and President with respect to the federal bureaucracy

Political actors to whom the bureaucracy is accountable, and why

Woll 55 (Wilson)

Bureaucratic clientalism and its impact

Why state and local governments have become key issue network players interacting with bureaucracy

OSY chapter 9
judicial review
types of cases heard by the Supreme Court (box, 247)
Judiciary Act of 1789
Marbury v. Madison
John Marshall
jurisdiction and original, appellate jurisdiction
criminal law vs. civil law
chart of federal court system, p. 252
legislative courts
federal district courts
U.S. Courts of Appeal
precedent/stare decisis
senatorial courtesy
criteria for Supreme Court nominations
steps in confirmation process
Rule of Four and writs of certiorari
role of clerks
process of the Supreme Court hearing cases (chart p. 264)
why the Court chooses to hear/not to hear cases
amicus curiae brief
solicitor general
oral arguments
writing opinions
judicial restraint/strict constructionism versus judicial activism
judicial decision making models – behavioral traits, attitudinal model, strategic model, public opinion’s influence
court rulings as policy making
judicial implementation and difficulties in implementing judicial rulings

Woll 5 (Tribe and Dorf)
Why Supreme Court justices must find principles of interpretation as they read the Constitution

Woll 65 (Federalist #78)
why the Supreme Court is considered the least dangerous branch

arguments to justify life terms for justices and judges

why it is necessary for the Supreme Court to exercise the power of judicial review

Woll 66 (Marbury v. Madison)

writ of mandamus, reasons why this is an issue in this case

Judiciary Act of 1789

reasons why Marshall asserts the Judiciary Act of 1789 is unconstitutional

Woll 68 and 69 (Webster, Luther v. Borden)
Political question doctrine

Guaranty clause

Issues at stake in case, reasons for decision
OSY chapter 4
ABOUT THE CASES IN THIS CHAPTER: know the key constitutional principles established in the cases listed; for some cases we actually read parts of the decision (there are no separate terms for these, listed below)
civil liberties
Bill of Rights
Ninth Amendment
Tenth Amendment
incorporation doctrine/selective incorporation
fundamental freedoms
due process clause of 14th Amendment, substantive due process
Gitlow v. New York
First Amendment
establishment clause
free exercise clause
Engel v. Vitale (Woll 26)

Lemon test
controversies over meaning of establishment clause and free exercise clause
prior restraint, clear and present danger test (Schenck v. U.S.)
direct incitement test (Brandenburg v. Ohio)
symbolic speech, hate speech (R.A.V. v. City of St. Paul)
libel, slander, New York Times Co. v. Sullivan (Woll 20)
fighting words
obscenity, Miller v. California
freedom of assembly and petition
Second Amendment, U.S. v. Miller, D.C. v. Heller
4th Amendment
reasonable suspicion versus probable cause
5th Amendment
Miranda rights
double jeopardy clause
exclusionary rule (Weeks v. U.S., Mapp v. Ohio)
right to counsel (Gideon v. Wainwright) (Woll 18)
8th Amendment and Furman v. Georgia
constitutional basis for the right to privacy
Griswold v. Connecticut (Woll 28)
Roe v. Wade (Woll 29)
Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (undue burden test) (Woll 72, 73, 74)
Gonzales v. Carhart
Lawrence v. Texas
post-September 11 controversies over civil liberties
USA Patriot Act and conflicts with constitutional rights

OSY chapter 5
civil rights
Missouri Compromise
Seneca Falls convention
13th, 14th, 15th Amendments
equal protection clause of 14th Amendment
Black Codes, Jim Crow laws
Civil Rights Cases
poll tax
grandfather clause
Plessy v. Ferguson
NAACP, tactics in working to end segregation
suffrage movement, 19th Amendment
Brown v. Board of Education; Brown II, “all deliberate speed”
Civil Rights Act of 1964
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) why it failed
suspect classification, strict scrutiny, intermediate standard, minimum rationality standard (chart p. 149)
Title IX
civil rights issues pressed and tactics used by Hispanic Americans, American Indians, Asian and Pacific Americans, gays and lesbians, Americans with Disabilities
Romer v. Evans
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
current controversies with affirmative action

common themes in civil rights advancement – policy window exists, interest group activism, strength and visibility in numbers, religious motivations, courts first and then legislatures

Woll 21 (Plessy v. Ferguson)

reasons why Supreme Court upheld “separate but equal” in this case

Justice Harlan’s dissenting argument

Woll 22 and 23 (Brown v. Board of Education, Brown II)

why ‘separate but equal’ (Plessy v. Ferguson) is deemed unconstitutional in this case

importance of Brown II in slowing down implementation of decision

Woll 30 (Regents of University of California v. Bakke)
Reasons why UC-Davis admission process is unconstitutional

Why universities can still take race into account during admissions process
