POL 215, POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS, FALL 2010
FINAL EXAM STUDY GUIDE
DATE & LOCATION:  Thursday, December 16, Old Main 205
TIME:  the exam begins at 10:30 am and ends at 12:30 pm
More details: Blue books will be provided.  Please write legibly in pen (not red).  Cheating in any form will result in a grade of F for the entire course for anyone involved.
ACCOMMODATIONS:  Anyone who has a reason for requesting some accommodation in taking this exam should discuss this with me as soon as possible.

EXAM FORMAT, GRADING:  Parts I, II, and III together constitute “Exam 3,” covering all material since the second exam and using the same question format as the first two exams.  "Exam 3" is worth 15% of your final course grade (same as first two exams).

Part I:

11 multiple choice questions, 2 points each =  22 points

Part II:

6 identification paragraphs (choice of 10), 8 points each =  48 points

Part III:
1 essay (choice of 3) =  30 points

TOTAL for EXAM 3 = 100 points

Part IV consists of a comprehensive essay, which is explained at the end of this guide.  It will receive a separate score (0-100) and count for 5% of your final course grade.

READINGS COVERED in parts I-III:  material from November 17 through December 13:
· Jacobson chapter 7
· Hershey chapters 13, 14, 15, 16 
· Nelson chapter 5
· B&F chapter 9

· Gibson reading on judicial elections from November 19
· Fiorina, Culture War?, all chapters
PARTS I AND II (same as first exam):  The multiple choice and paragraph identification sections will cover concepts and terms listed below.  No other concepts/terms besides those on the list below will be covered in the first two sections of the exam.
Part I is multiple choice - choose wisely (there is only one right answer for each).

In Part II, the paragraph ID section, you should a) define or explain the concept/term, and b) discuss its significance for political parties and elections.  Answers will be graded at roughly 6 points for the definition/explanation and roughly 2 points for significance.  Choose only 6 items to answer; if you answer more than 6, only the first 6 will be graded.
Jacobson chapter 7 terms
forms of representation: policy congruence, interests and causes, representation by referendum, descriptive representation
concerns with particularized benefits

responsiveness without responsibility

party polarization and the Clinton impeachment

arguments for and against term limits for members of Congress

Hershey chapter 13 terms

party caucuses/conferences in Congress

differences in leadership positions between House, Senate

why House members revolted against Speaker Joe Cannon, results of the revolt

seniority rule

policy leadership in the House, 1970s and 1980s

Newt Gingrich, Gingrich Revolution, new powers of Speaker and new rules implemented by new Republican majority

why Gingrich tumbled from power

changes in House rules under Tom DeLay

most recent rules changes under Democrats, Nancy Pelosi

why party leadership is harder to carry out in the U.S. Senate

uses of party caucuses in state legislatures

incentives and punishments available to congressional party leaders

weaknesses of party penalties

party vote/voting, party unity scores/party support

why party polarization has reached an all-time high in recent years

conservative coalition

conditions under which parties are most unified

specific pressures on legislators from marginal districts

Blue Dogs

factors that affect strength of legislative parties: party polarization, greater interparty competition, no competing centers of power, needed resources, legislative professionalism, styles of individual leaders

Hershey chapter 14 terms

different ways that the President can act as party leader

coattails, why coattail effects declined from end of World War II through 1980s

why the president’s party usually loses congressional seats in midterm elections

why the midterm loss pattern failed to hold in 1998, 2002

divided government, implications for the president

bureaucratic constituencies, how these affect executive ability to influence bureaucratic agencies and departments

political outlooks among federal bureaucrats, changes over time

evidence of judicial voting along party lines, reasons for partisan behavior on the courts

party considerations in appointing federal judges and justices

merit appointment of state judges

retention election

Hershey chapter 15 terms

responsible parties/party government
arguments for and against party government
divided government
how Republicans were a “temporarily responsible party” early in the Gingrich era
ideological party
examples of issues where the Democratic, Republican platforms offer clear choices
internal divisions within each major party
retrospective evaluations
conditions in which party government in the U.S. is most likely to occur
Hershey chapter 16 terms

the nature of the electorate

political institutions and rules that influence parties

social/societal forces that influence parties

how party decline in 1960s and 1970s affects parties in the electorate, party organizations, parties in government

why there was a rise in more cohesive parties in government starting in the 1980s and extending through today

how parties’ intermediary roles are changing

Nelson chapter 5 terms
how the “Bush legacy” affected 2008 congressional voting

why more Republican members chose not to run for reelection in 2008

Democratic success in attracting high quality candidates

resource advantages enjoyed by Democratic Party campaign committees over Republicans, and ways Democrats used their resources more effectively

overall effects of economic crisis on election results

Republican structural advantage in House elections

how Democrats can overcome the Republicans’ structural advantage in House elections

why Obama had short coattails (if any)

B&F chapter 9 terms
examples of major differences between Republican, Democratic party platforms

single member districts, plurality winner rules

median voter theorem, implications for U.S. politics and elections

Anthony Downs

why Congress is more polarized today than in the recent past

Gibson reading on judicial elections terms
why state judicial elections have become more politicized (state courts more important, more interest group involvement, Supreme Court decision in Republican Party of Minnesota v. White)

arguments that increased politicization of judicial elections threatens legitimacy of courts, and counterarguments

policy making by judges, why this is the most appropriate way to view the role of judges

public attitudes toward judicial elections and candidates
Fiorina chapter 1 terms
culture war, and who is on what side of it (if it exists)

remember which party wins red states (Republicans) and blue (Democrats)

Fiorina chapter 2 terms
closely divided electorate versus deeply divided electorate

evidence in chapter 2 (and eventually chapter 3 also) that supports the claim about little additional polarization

importance of fact that political elites are increasingly different from ordinary voters

how the media contributes to the false characterizations of the culture war idea

polarization of choices versus polarization of positions

Fiorina chapter 3 terms
know some evidence in chapters 3 & 4 that supports the claim about there being relative little polarization in 2000 and 2004

differences between 2000 and 2004 are good to know

ways that red and blue states actually are a little different from each other in terms of attitudes

understand how Americans view foreign affairs generally versus evaluations of the war in Iraq and President Bush specifically

the main point of figures 3.4 and 3.5

Fiorina chapter 4 terms
depolarization, evidence that it exists (table 4.1)

why Americans appear more tolerant than 15-20 years ago

‘sorting’/partisan polarization, versus popular polarization

Fiorina chapter 5 terms
know the overall opinions of Americans toward abortion

lack of strong differences between men and women

reasons why Fiorina calls Americans “pro-choice, buts” on this issue

explanations for the gender gap

Fiorina chapter 6 terms
implications of Lawrence v. Texas case and Massachusetts Supreme Court ruling on same-sex marriage

changes over time in American attitudes toward homosexual behavior and civil rights for gays and lesbians

why gay marriage was not a major boost for Bush in 2004

future trends in attitudes towards gays and lesbians, and toward civil unions and same-sex marriage

Fiorina chapter 7 terms
religion measured as religiosity or religious commitment

how religiosity has become a more important electoral cleavage since 1992
changes in the importance of economics as a factor determining vote choice

Fiorina chapter 8 terms
problems with the “moral values” issue question on the 2004 exit polls

factors that do explain Bush’s 2004 victory
groups that Bush gained more votes from in 2004 versus 2000
public opinion on end of life/right to die issues, public opinion on stem cell research, how these relate to the lack-of-culture-war argument
Fiorina chapter 9 terms
electoral punishment, examples
why polarized candidates or parties or elites can make it appear that voters are more polarized or changing their preferences
Fiorina chapter 10 terms
amateurs versus professionals versus purists, why purists have emerged as dominant

political importance of expansion of government

Table 10.1 on changes since 1960

examples of the ‘hijacking’ of American democracy

reform ideas – blanket primaries, redistricting, enhancing participation, chances for a third party to arise
nuclear option

Fiorina Epilogue terms
Concerns for Republicans in future elections based on 2008 results: Latinos, young voters, independents, former (Republican) partisans
PART III (ESSAY)

You will write one essay in class during the exam, from a selection of three questions.  The questions will be based on the themes given below, and will be more specifically focused than these themes.  My ideas for framing the specific essay questions also arise from class discussion question handouts and discussions.  Focusing your studying on the handouts and themes discussed in class will assist you in answering the essay question.

Essay answers should be roughly 4-5 paragraphs (about 2 blue book pages).  Writing quality is not an important factor, but these factors are important:

- correct information (be accurate, know your facts)

- relevant information (answer the question asked, not some variation of your choosing)

- evidence or examples to support your answer (show what you’ve learned and how it pertains)

- a logical structure (have a theme or thesis, organize the essay coherently)

THEMES FOR ESSAY QUESTION
1.  Growing polarization of Congress:  Be prepared to discuss why Congress is a more polarized body today than it was prior to the 1980s.  Jacobson’s concluding chapter (ch. 7) sums up his arguments, but material from Fiorina and Hershey could be helpful here, too.  Consideration of the consequences of a more polarized Congress (for Congress and for the American public) are included in this theme.
2.  Be prepared to discuss how political party organizations affect the workings of the three basic branches of government:  legislative (Congress), executive (President, bureaucratic agencies and departments), judicial (Supreme Court).  Although the readings do touch on state-level branches of government, this essay question will aim specifically at the federal level.

3. Culture war?  Be prepared to discuss, perhaps argue for or against, key aspects of Fiorina’s arguments:  why there is a perception of culture war in America today, whether the data show that no culture war exists and that the public is not as polarized as political elites are, what the data show about attitudes on abortion and gay rights, how religion is becoming a more important factor in determining election results.
PART IV – COMPREHENSIVE ESSAY

Look ahead to the year 2036: 25 years from now.  By that election, everyone in this class who was born on American soil (sorry, Joel) will be eligible to run for president.  Whether or not you are planning to run in 2036, this is your chance to envision what the electoral process will look like by the time you are eligible to run for president.  The core question is simple:

What TWO specific changes would you implement to improve the campaign and electoral process in the United States by the year 2036?

Your essay should give only two such changes – not one, not three or five, just two.  You will need to explain why both changes are necessary or desirable (make a case for change), how they would have to be implemented (show you know the process) and what political and practical obstacles stand in the way of these changes (show you understand the politics involved).  You may use the time frame of the question in whatever way you deem appropriate (some changes you have in mind can’t or won’t happen overnight, after all).

The definition of what it means to “improve the campaign and electoral process” is up to you.

Any change is permissible, with the following exceptions:

· Do not propose amending the Constitution to abolish the Electoral College; it won’t happen anyway (
· Assume that the Supreme Court will not alter its ruling that campaign contributions are a form of free speech and thus are constitutionally protected

Evaluation of these essays will be based on the following criteria:

· the essay must show knowledge about the current campaign and electoral process

· the essay must make a case for why your proposed changes would be an improvement over the status quo

· the essay must demonstrate an understanding of the political and practical obstacles to the changes you propose

· the essay must address all requested points

· the essay should have a logical structure and be as persuasive as possible
· this essay is intended to stem from the topics covered in class this semester; thus the essay must give evidence that you have taken this course; demonstrate that you have learned things this semester and that you can apply them.

Finally, the essay can be no more than 4 blue book pages (each side is considered one page).  This is an absolute upper limit; do not attempt to evade with smaller than normal writing or lack of margins.  I do NOT want essays that go on and on, trying to tell me everything.  You have the question in advance, so get to the point and organize what you want to cover as you prepare to write the essay during the exam.

