RELIGION & POLITICS IN AMERICA, SPRING 2011
FINAL EXAM GUIDE
The final exam will be completed in class during our designated time slot:  Saturday, May 21, 8 to 10 am, in Old Main 205.  You will be given one blue book (and only one blue book) in which to write two essays.  Your answers must fit in the single blue book.  Answers need not be equal in length but will be weighted equally in grading (50 points each, 100 points total).  No books or notes can be used while taking the exam.

Material potentially covered: anything from Wednesday, March 23 through Wednesday, May 18 (last day of class)
Themes I will use to write questions:  The actual exam questions will be more focused than these themes. The themes are intended to help direct your preparations.  This list is generated from my sense of the most important aspects covered to date in the second half of the course.  Your essays should give evidence that you have taken the course.
· Everyone will answer one question based on this theme:  be prepared to discuss the political activities and behaviors of some subset of the numerous different religious/ethnic/demographic groups we have covered since spring break: Evangelical Protestants, mainline Protestants, Catholics, Jews, women, Mormons, Muslims, African Americans, Latinos, gays and lesbians, secular Americans (“other religions” is not on the list because the material on “other religions” is tiny).  Questions focused on this theme will likely offer you sets of two groups to be compared (you choose one of the sets).

The other question to be answered will come from one of these themes:
· be prepared to examine religion’s influence on the election process, specifically in regard to 2004 (and 2008 may be relevant too, but we did read a whole book on 2004); how did religion matter to the outcome, what religiously based voting patterns seem most significant.

· consider how religion influences American political debates about domestic and/or international policy issues; the choice of issues will be up to you (the question will not specify one particular issue).

· consider the degree to which religion (defined however you wish) is involved in U.S. politics, and be prepared to make an argument about whether this level of religious involvement in U.S. politics is appropriate or not appropriate.  The definition of ‘appropriate’ is up to you, as is the point of view – but this is not meant to be a sneaky, comprehensive essay question so you should draw on “second half” material about elections, particular sets of religious/nonreligious Americans, policy debates, and the last class day readings.  While an essay on this question can (and likely will) involve your own personal point of view, your answer needs to use “second half” course materials and discussions to make its arguments.
