RELIGION & POLITICS IN AMERICA, SPRING 2011
MIDTERM EXAM GUIDE
Exam will be posted:  Monday, March 21, by 3 pm (hopefully a little earlier)
Exam DUE:  Friday, March 25, by 5 pm

Turn in:  in person (I’ll have a box outside my office, Old Main 204B) OR e-mail as an attachment to cgilbert@gustavus.edu (I will e-mail you back to confirm I received and opened your attached file)

Format:  Answer TWO essay questions; there will be 4-5 questions to choose from on the actual exam.  The TOTAL length of your answers should not exceed 6 typed, double-spaced pages (with regular fonts and margins). Answers need not be equal in length but will be weighted equally in grading (50 points each, 100 points total).  Your professor believes 6 pages is more than sufficient to answer these questions well.  Feel free to use any and all books, readings, notes, or other material from class; you should not need (and are not expected) to consult any additional sources to answer.
Citing:  Where appropriate, citations to quotations and other specific information from our class texts should be done using in-text citations; here is an example (WCB 144).  QUOTE SPARINGLY from the course books; use your own words to express your ideas.  No final bibliography or works cited page is necessary or desired for this assignment.
Honor code.  It is expected that you will not discuss the substance of this exam with any of your fellow classmates; evidence of noncompliance will result in a failing grade for this exam.  Please include the Honor Code statement (see syllabus, p. 5) or some similar language in your paper.
Material potentially covered: anything through Monday, March 21
Themes I will use to write questions:  The actual exam questions will be more focused than these themes, and considering it’s a take home exam you need not do anything to prepare. But if you wish to prepare, the themes are intended to help direct your preparations.  This list is generated from my sense of the most important aspects covered to date in the course.

· The ways in which religion shaped the early United States and the worldview of its founding generation.  Questions on this theme could focus on the religious motivations of specific sets of settlers, specific ideas that important Founders had about religion, specific ways in which religion entered into the thoughts, words and deeds of the people who led the United States in its first few decades of existence (for purposes of this exam, consider the Civil War the end of the founding period and thus Abraham Lincoln could be included here).

· The ways in which religion creates constitutional controversies.  Questions on this theme are unlikely to single out particular Supreme Court cases, but knowing the constitutional language about religion and the differing interpretations given this language by the Supreme Court over time will prepare you to answer anything here.

· The ways in which religion affects the ideas and decisions of presidents and members of Congress, particularly presidents.  We did read most of a whole book about presidents and religion, after all!  Questions might ask about specific presidents, possibly including a comparison of two presidents, or ask you to compare presidents and members of Congress. The focus here is on the office holders and not the public, although the wishes and preferences of the public could of course be discussed as influential over the office holders.
· The ways in which religion motivates individuals to political action, particularly group-based political action.  By the time the exam is due, we will have discussed this theme in several contexts that could be specifically asked about on the exam – congregations and denominations, social movements, and interest group activity.  We will also have read about several motivating factors that lead religious people to act. The focus here is not on the outcomes of religiously motivated political action (the second half of the course will cover these in more detail) but on the “input” side – how religion fosters (or sometimes impedes) political activity among the faithful.
