M & M Study: An in-class Excel exercise

Each of you have been given a bag of M & Ms. We are going to use those M & Ms to practice using some of the features of Excel. Do not eat any of your M & Ms until you’re told its ok to do so. Here’s what you need to do:

1. Open a new spreadsheet in Excel.

2. Create a worksheet that has your classmate’s names (put your name first) across the columns in Row 1, beginning in Column B.

3. In cell A:1, type in the word “Color”.

4. In Column A under the Color heading, type in the colors found in a bag of M & Ms in the rows below

5. Count your M & Ms and put in the correct numbers for your package of M & Ms in the corresponding cells.

6. You may now take a break and eat your M & Ms if you wish. ( Once everyone has counted their M & Ms, you will share your numbers with the rest of the class.

7. Enter the data that your classmates shared in the appropriate cells. Change the rows colors to match the headings. Make sure you can still read the font.

8. Add a Total heading at the bottom of Column A after all the colors.

9. Add an Average heading in Row 1 in the far right column.

10. Put a Title on your worksheet: M & M Exercise – on the top.

11. Use the Sum function to total the number of M & Ms you had.

12. Use the fill function to total the rest of the columns.

13. Use the Average function to compute the average number of each color across all students.

14. Use the fill function to find the averages for the rest of the colors.

15. Create a 3D pie chart of your data. The chart should include the colors and the average number of each color. Use the Chart Wizard in the toolbar. (Hint: to select non-contiguous columns of data, hold down the Command key while selecting the data.

16. Edit your pie chart. 

· Touch up pie chart by changing pie slices to appropriate colors.

· Add a title to your chart.

· Select the option that will show the % as data labels.

· Make sure the legend appears on your chart.

Math problems to extend this exercise in class:

1. If several bags of M&Ms were dumped into a large bowl and you ate 100 M&Ms (by randomly grabbing handfuls), how many of those 100 would you expect to be red?

2. Use the # of calories in a bag to determine the # of calories in a single piece.

3. How many M&Ms would be needed to provide the energy to walk 1 mile?

4. If M&Ms were placed side to side, how many would it take to stretch the length of Minnesota?

5. How much would it cost for the M&Ms in #4 if the M&M cost $.80/bag.

