Different Types of Humor

Verbal humor: 

· jokes: Why did the chicken cross the road?

· puns: very punny 
· conundrums: a riddle or pzzle in which a fanciful situation is solved by a pun -  the fortune cookie joke: e.g. Why do cows wear bells? Because their horns don’t work.

· neologisms: Cloudcuckooland. Seinfeld: Dah!

· word play: e.g. name of Philematium in Mostellaria means “Kisslet” or “Little Kiss” e.g., the commander of the batallion of birds in my adaptation of Aristophanes’ Birds shouts orders such as “Caw-caw-caw-caution!  Squaawwwwwww-d will turn to the right, right turn!”

· improvisation: you are as funny as... someone who is not very funny!

· wit: clever comments (often succinctly expressed), sometimes biting wit

· repartee: fast-moving exchange of wit

· irrelevant comments: e.g. the shaggy dog story, irrelevant anecdote (audience: Huh?!)

· hyperbole: exaggeration for the sake of effect

· irony: someone says the opposite of what they actually mean (and listener understands them as expressing the opposite of what they actually said).

Visual humor:

· fantastical situation (e.g. Aristophanes’ Birds: chorus of birds attacking humans on stage)

· comic movement (the physicality of the clown or the people-imitator)

· comic blunders: e.g. tripping and falling – see also Schadenfreude below

Situational humor:

· ludicrous or bizarre situation (working esp. through disjuncture): e.g. Black Adder: Baldrick has inadvertently burned Samuel Peyps’ dictionary and has to rewrite it by tomorrow.

· absurdity: a bizarre situation taken to the extreme, often undermining its own construction of meaning (e.g. the story/play that has no end).

· conspiratorial humor (everybody is in it except one character) – often uses asides to the audience, frequently made by the v. clever comic advisor (e.g. Punch in Punch and Judy shows)

· comedy of errors (mistaken identitites, e.g. Shakespeare)

· practical jokes (again,with audience complicity)

· recovery: someone put into a difficult situation and has to adapt on the spot 

Transgressive humor:

· lavatorial humor: crude sexual jokes

· breaking of taboos: e.g. sacrilege (e.g. Life of Brian)

· Freudian slip: (persecute for prosecute) – a seeming mis-speaking that actually comes from the person’s subconscious thought

· insults

· Schadenfreude (pleasure gained through witnessing someone else’s discomfort)

Personality humor:

· caricature: exaggerating a person’s traits (Menander’s stock characters)

Critical humor:

· satire: esp. socio-political critique: the Greek concept of spoudaiogeloion (expressing something serious through humor), e.g. Saturday Night Live, Bill Maher, Aristophanes

· burlesque: ridiculing a genre of writing or style of speech (e.g. Aristophanes’ Frogs)

