Introduction to New Comedy and Menander by Norma Miller

Read pp. 3-10 (inclusive) and pp. 15-7 of the Introduction to New Comedy and Menander given by Norma Miller at the beginning of our Penguin set text. The questions below are designed to give you a sense of what information you are expected to glean from this reading. They are arranged in the order in which they are addressed in the reading. 

1. Dates and differences: What are the dates of Aristophanes and Menander and what are the differences in their dramaturgy (i.e. the way in which they write drama): differences in characters, role of chorus, language.

2. Historical context: what had changed in the Greek world by the time Menander started writing?

3. Philosophy: what is the new role of philosophy in Athenian society and theater?

4. Social context: who attended theatrical performances in the late 4th century B.C.?

5. Middle Comedy: what is different about Middle Comedy (including the later plays of Aristophanes) when compared to Old Comedy (i.e. Aristophanes’ early plays)?

6. New Comedy: what is the subject-matter of New Comedy?

7. An assessment of Aristophanes and Menander made by an ancient author (pseudo-Plutarch): what are this ancient author’s views on Aristophanes’ and Menander’s plays?

8. New Comedy’s legacy: what was New Comedy’s contribution to Western theater?

