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NOTE/NOTA
MOVEMENTS OF A PELAGIC-PHASE WRECKFISH, POLYPRION
AMERICANUS (SCHNEIDER, 1801), AS INDICATED BY TAG AND
RECAPTURE

GEORGE R. SEDBERRY, JOEL L. CARLIN & GUI M. MENEZES

SEDBERRY, GEORGE R., JOEL L. CARLIN & GUI M. MENEZES. 1998. Movements
of a pelagic-phase wreckfish, Polyprion americanus (Schneider, 1801), as
indicated by tag and recapture. Arquipélago. Life and Marine Sciences. 16A: 69-
72. Ponta Delgada. ISSN 0873-4704.

: Pelagic juvenile wreckfish, Polyprion americanus (Schneider, 1801) were tagged in the |

i surface waters around the Central Group of the Azores. One wreckfish was recaptured

' three months after tagging, and 217 km from its release point. It had settled to the bottom
in 254 m of water. The recapture of this specimen suggests that wreckfish take up a
demersal life at a total length of about 50 cm.

SEDBERRY, GEORGE R., JOEL L. CARLIN & GUI M. MENEZES. 1998. Migragdes na
fase peldgica do Cherne, Polyprion americanus (Schneider, 1801), evidenciadas
por marcagdo e recaptura. Arquipélago. Ciéncias Biol6gicas e Marinhas. 16A: 69-
72. Ponta Delgada. ISSN 0873-4704.

‘ Virios chemes juvenis, Polyprion americanus (Schneider, 1801) foram capturados 2
superficie da 4gua e marcados em viérios locais préximos das ilhas do Grupo Central dos
| Agores. Um dos exemplares foi recapturado 3 meses depois ter sido marcado, a 217 km do
i local onde tinha sido libertado ¢ a uma profundidade de 254 m. A recaptura deste espécime
indica que o cherne passa para uma vida demersal quando atinge um comprimento total de
cerca de 50 cm.
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INTRODUCTION m (SEDBERRY et al. 1994; SEDBERRY et al. 1996).

Spawning occurs on the Blake Plateau, primarily
The  wreckfish, americanus

NI WY

Polyprion
(Schneider, 1801), is globally distributed in
temperate rocky-bottom habitats on insular and
continental slopes. In the western Atlantic
Ocean, wreckfish are found from about 45°N to
45°S. The wreckfish is a large demersal species,
and adults in the western North Atlantic are
known only from rocky bottom and coral
pinnacles on the Blake Plateau and Great and
Little Bahama Banks, in depths from 450 to 600

_in February and March (D. Wyanski pers. comm.).

While large demersal wreckfish have a limited
distribution in the western Atlantic, pelagic
juveniles are found north of Cape Hatteras, and
into Canadian waters, and are abundant in the
eastern North Atlantic. Juvenile wreckfish live at
the surface to a length of at least 30 cm, where
they associate with floating objects (ROBERTS
1989). Wreckfish are recruited to the Blake
Plateau at age four, which corresponds to a mean
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