HES 397- Senior Seminar in Health Education (.5 course)

DESCRIPTION OF THE CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES PROJECT

Each student will sign up for a project that involves research on a controversial issue in health education.  Once a topic is approved, the student conducts library and online research.  As a minimum expectation, the following databases should be used:  ERIC, Academic Search Premiere, Info Trac, Books in Print.  Then use Google.com to do an internet search.  Other databases may also be helpful.  Consult a reference librarian once your topic is approved.  

MINIMUM sources:  5 quality journal articles from the library-reputable health and education journals, plus 5 online sources/books;  no fewer than 10 quality sources.

The purposes of this project are three-fold:

1.  Learn more about the topic and the nature of controversial issues in health education.

2.  Practice critical analysis and argumentation skills and develop a well-reasoned and rational position based on evidence.  These are essential skills for both teachers and those of you who go on to graduate study.

3.  Facilitate a meaningful discussion and dialogue regarding the issue with classmates.

I will meet with each student about the project, research completed, the outline, and presentation during periods to be announced in class.  I expect you to be well prepared for those meetings.   A minimum of TWO drafts will be submitted as we move through the course.  A third draft may be required if needed.  Points are earned for each draft and each draft is a complete document, well edited, all parts included, directions followed. If you need help, ask for it BEFORE A DRAFT IS DUE. See syllabus for due dates.

Note that late work is never acceptable in this class.

You are seniors and I expect you to meet all deadlines, ask for help when needed, and help each other.

FORMAT FOR CRITICAL ANALYSIS PAPER

About 100 points for written part of the project

* Include all sub-headings that are in bold print within your paper.

Title Page – Includes appropriate title, your name, graphic, appropriate quote (3 points)

Section I:  Statement of the Problem being researched in the form of a question with at least three sub-questions you expect to answer by reviewing the research.  (7 points)
Questions should be clear and not too broad.

Example:  POOR STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

“Should schools adopt a zero tolerance policy to reduce school violence?” (NEVER pose a question that can be answered with yes or no.)

Example:  BETTER QUESTION

“When a public school adopts a zero tolerance policy to reduce school violence, is violence decreased and how is this measured?”

Sub-Questions 

 1.  How many schools have adopted a zero tolerance policy and

what does this term mean?

 2:  When a ZT policy is implemented in schools, to what degree

 does the policy reduce violence and how is this determined?

 3:  To further reduce violence in schools, how can the ZT policy be


improved so that violence in schools decreases?  

(one of your three questions must relate to “solutions” to the

 problem being considered)

Section II:  Research Results Regarding the Main and Sub-Questions

(60 points – 20 points can be earned per sub-question;  section two will be about 4 pages in length)

Sub-Question One Restated:  _______________________________________

In about 1-2 pages, summarize research related to sub-question one in regular research paper/paragraph format.  This includes citations using APA.  Quotes from experts and study results are included and cited here.  You learned how to do APA format in HES 355.

Sub-Question Two Restated: _______________________________________

As above

Sub-Question Three Restated: ______________________________________

As above

Section III:  Synthesis of Research – Your Reflection Based on Research Reviewed  (25 points)
In this section, you first reflect on the ARGUMENTATION TECHNIQUES used in the research you reviewed.  This part should be about one page.  Remember we discussed different ways to defend or argue a point early in the course and your read an article on these techniques.  We also used a handout in the course pack…review it.

THEN, consider all of the research you read and summarized earlier in paper and answer the main question in about one page.  End this section by raising some questions you would ask a PANEL OF EXPERTS about your topic and what you’ve learned and/or still need to better understand.  (about two pages)

Section IV:  Bibliography  (5 points for format and structure – if poor quality, points deducted under Section II and III)

Use APA format as you learned in my class last year.

Remember the minimum requirements for sources – number, type, and quality.

*Editing and quality of writing and preparation are reviewed under each section.

I highly recommend that you ask one of your classmates to read and help you make corrections on each draft of your paper.

_______________________________________________________________

SOME POSSIBLE TOPICS FOR CRITICAL ANALYSIS PROJECT

Choose one topic and sign up for it.  First come, first served…only one student per project.  If you wish to propose a topic not included below, discuss it with Dr. Herman.

_____________
Effective techniques to help teens build character and 

self-efficacy

_____________
Effective techniques for working with inner city/socially disadvantaged youth to improve health status

_____________
Effectively engaging family/parents in the education


of their child(ren)

_____________
Effective techniques to improve problem solving skills in 

youth/adolescents

_____________
Effectively engaging youth in community service 

_____________
Preventing teacher burnout to improve both quality of life

 and teaching effectiveness

_____________
The role of teacher in working with clinically depressed

 adolescents

_____________
Effective school-based techniques to assist youth with body image disorders

_____________
The Relationship between parental crises such as unemployment or incarceration on student academic performance

_____________
Effectively teaching controversial subject matter in health education without teaching “values”

_____________
Other ideas will be considered;  discuss with Dr. H

*See syllabus for when you present your topic and turn in paper.  Find your name…

PRACTICE EXERCISE – Applying Critical Thinking Strategies to Controversial Health-Related Issues

Based on reading the Balog and course pack articles, work on this application exercise in your small group.  This exercise will help you to better understand the Controversial Issues Paper, the major course assignment.

1)  Issue:  Health education teachers should teach about weight management to reduce the incidence of body image disorders.

What might be an argument you could find/use that would illustrate INDUCTIVE REASONING?

What might be a useful ANALOGY you would find/use to explore the issue?

What might be an argument you could find/use that would illustrate DEDUCTIVE REASONING?

What would be an IF-THEN argument you might use in exploring the issue?

What is an example of EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE you might find/use as you explore the issue?

2)  ISSUE:  Zero-tolerance should be part of any anti-violence K-12 school policy .

What might be an argument you could find/use that would illustrate INDUCTIVE REASONING?

What might be a useful ANALOGY you would find/use to explore the issue?

What might be an argument you could find/use that would illustrate DEDUCTIVE REASONING?

What would be an IF-THEN argument you might use in exploring the issue?

What is an example of EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE you might find/use as you explore the issue?

__________________________________________________________________

