Meta-analysis

Analysis of analyses

Summarize a body of work

Replication is good but can lead to inconsistent results

Useful for

1) clarifying inconsistencies 

2) program evaluation

3) review work

4) broadly framed questions

Steps in meta-analysis

1) Formulate the question

2) Collect previous studies

3) Evaluate and code

4) Analyze and interpret

5) Presentation

What is summarized

1) count studies for and against

does not give magnitude and has low power

2) combine significance levels

3) combine effect sizes

(effect gives the magnitude of the relationship between 2 variables)

a) increase sample size and power

b) increase internal validity- soundness of conclusions about relationship

c) increase external validity – generalizable to other places people etc

d) shows effect even if small if it is consistent

