The topic paper is a review of the scientific information and the political context of the subject currently under debate. Choose either stem cell research or FDA approval of drugs for pediatric psychiatry or medical marijuana.  (approximately 3000 words) You must cite your sources.

You will need to find information about the topic. Use the library to find scientific papers and use the web to find political commentary.  Make sure you differentiate between the two.  What is known? What is hypothesized? How much evidence is there to support the hypotheses? What are the ethical issues?  What informs ethical decision-making?  Who gets to decide these issues?  Who should decide?  How do we monitor decisions after they are made?

Is this a State or Federal issue?  - who regulates this?

Which bills have been passed to regulate this?

What prompted these bills?

What are the problems that may need to be addressed?

Why is it difficult?

