FTS100-293 In the Face of Evil: The Life & Death  

of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Hitler’s Germany

Fall 2006

MTWF 8-8:50 a.m. in Old Main 207
Prof. Mary Solberg/Old Main 304-B

Tel. 933-7470 (office)/ 934-1093 (home: do not call after 8 p.m.)

E-mail: msolberg@gustavus.edu  

Website: http://www.gustavus.edu/~msolberg/ 

Office hours: MWF, 10:30-11:20 a.m.; T 1:30-2:30 p.m.; Th 3-4 p.m.; by appt. (e-mail w/ some workable times for you & I’ll get right back!)

Course description

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-45), a German Lutheran pastor, was arrested by the Gestapo in April 1943, and hanged by the Nazis two years later, only a few days before the Allies liberated the concentration camp where he was imprisoned. 

Why did this gifted, gentle man, born into a close-knit, privileged Berlin family 100 years ago, set aside his pacifist convictions, refuse safe haven in the United States, and join a complicated, risky—and ultimately unsuccessful—plot to kill Hitler? What did he do during his short life that has so captured our imagination that, more than six decades after his death, he is still one of the most fascinating people, and influential theologians, of the 20th—and 21st—centuries?  What do his dramatic life and untimely death have to teach us today?

Studying the life (and, in this case, the death) of someone else is often the most powerful way to learn about ourselves, especially perhaps, what we live for and what we might be willing to die for. That historical person’s already-lived example, whether heroic or ordinary, whether virtuous or reprehensible, allows us to raise and wrestle with questions about what made them “tick,” what led them to make the choices they made, and whether and how they accepted responsibility for and dealt with the consequences of those choices. Examining their lives in their particular historical context also helps sensitize us to the ways in which they—and we—both act on and are acted on by events and circumstances, local and global, and what difference it might make that we become aware of “where we are.” 

This semester we will learn much about Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s remarkable life and death “in the face of evil,” in Hitler’s Germany. We will also learn a great deal about ourselves as we seek responses to a host of questions we may actually share with him and his contemporaries. 

Required texts (Bookmark has them for sale)


Renate Wind, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Spoke in the Wheel


Eberhard Bethge and Renate Bethge, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Life in Pictures


Susan Campbell Bartoletti, Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow

Doris L. Bergen, War and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison


Andrea Lunsford, The Everyday Writer (latest edition)


A good, portable dictionary: your choice which one, but I will ask to see it
