J-Term 1998
Heaven and Hell: Where Do We Go from Here?
OM102/Monday through Friday 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Prof. Mary Solberg

Office:  OM103B/Ext. 7470

e-mail: msolberg@gac.edu

Office hours: by appointment
Preface
What do we think we know about heaven and hell?  What can we know? What happens when we die? Have people always believed in heaven and hell?  When did they start, & why? Do people believe in heaven and hell today? What do heaven and hell have to do with us? Do we “need” heaven?  hell?  If so, what for? Does there have to be hell to be justice? What does the Bible say about heaven and hell? What are we worried about? Should we be? How do we get to heaven?  to hell? What can we expect?  hope for?  worry about? What does heaven have to do with God? What does hell have to do with evil? Is heaven a place? a state of mind? Is hell a place?  a state of mind?


This course is for people who have ever asked any of these questions--aloud or in the privacy of their own hearts, minds, or consciences.  We will probably ask all of them; we will read and discuss works of fiction and theology, history and philosophy, that raise and respond to at least some of the most important ones; we will see how heaven and hell have inspired some of the greatest art and poetry in the Western world--and how they have  touched contemporary popular culture. But keep this caveat in mind: we will only scratch the surface of a much, much larger ball of wax. (Considering the subject, can you think of some other, perhaps more appropriate metaphors?)


This J-term course depends on a lot of people; most especially, it depends on members of the class.  It is not designed for passive absorption, but for creative and active collaboration.  Your presence here after the first day of class signifies that you have made a conscientious commitment to yourself, the instructor(s), and the rest of the class to bring your best efforts so that our time together will be as edifying as it is enjoyable. 

Texts
Philippe Ariès, Western Attitudes Toward Death
Alan Berstein, The Formation of Hell

Colleen McDannell & Bernhard Lang, Heaven: A History
C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce (novel)

Students are required to purchase the above texts and bring them to class as needed. Other reading materials (Dante, Kvanvig, Feuerbach, Küng) will be distributed by the instructor.

Requirements

As with every other academic course at Gustavus, the instructor of this one is expected to evaluate students and turn in grades to the registrar at the end. The requirements listed below are designed to (a) promote accountability to self, classmates, and instructor; (b) develop skills in careful and critical reading, clear and effective writing, lively and respectful discussion of issues; and (c) foster appreciation of many dimensions of the process of learning as well as the content of the course.

· Several short in-class essay quizzes. May be on any of the reading assignments: Ariès, Lewis, Dante, Bernstein, Kvanvig, McDannell & Lang, Feuerbach & Kung.

· Two short (2-3 pp.) essays. One will articulate your vision of hell & one, your vision of heaven (at end of 3rd and 4th weeks, resp.). Each must have both descriptive and theological dimensions: That is, what is it like/what does it look, feel, seem like? and what does it mean--about you, about human nature, about God, about death, etc.? 

· Final class project: Each student will contribute something: a poem, drawing, essay, short story, etc. Other ideas welcome, but must be able to be shared. Contributions will be photocopied and distributed to all class members during the break between J-term and 2nd semester.

· Class participation. Attendance (including on-time arrival), preparation of all reading and written assignments on time, and informed, constructive participation in class discussions. Self-eval and justification for it to be handed in at end of J-term; will be taken seriously as instructor evaluates class participation grade.

Notes on writing assignments: (a) In order to be read and receive credit, writing assignments must be typed and doublespaced. Please follow the “Guidelines for Papers” at the end of this syllabus.  (b) Avoid the use of false (male) generics in your written work. If you mean only male members of humankind, use terms such as “man” and “men.”  If, however, you mean both male and female, use gender-inclusive language such as “human,” “humankind,” “humanity,” and “human beings.”

