RE36: Women and Evil

J-Term 1997

M-F 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

OM 306C

Instructor:  Mary Solberg





Office:  OM 103-B/x7470; office hrs:  flexible, call or stop in





e-mail:  msolberg

Course description:  In a host of ways and for a very long time, Christians and Christianity have identified women with evil—as its occasion or its instrument, if not its cause. The historical roots of this association go deeper than the origins of the Christian movement, but Christianity’s warrant of it extended its reach, deepened its resonance, and augmented its power. Texts and churchmen Christians considered authoritative justified attitudes and practices that had and continue to have devastating consequences in the lives of women, Christian or not.


This course provides a collaborative opportunity to examine and question the linkage Christians’ theologies, beliefs, and practices have purported to establish between women and evil, and to articulate and critique the evil this linkage has itself justified.  A broad selection of texts dealing with biblical, theological, historical, and philosophical themes related to the topic will provide a variety of angles and perspectives from which to approach it.  Feminist resources drawn from those texts will assist us to re-conceptualize an understanding of the problem of evil in terms that recognize women’s experiences as morally and epistemologically meaningful. Novels by Morrison and Allison will enrich our collective and individual sense of what sort of relationship, if any, might best be drawn between women and evil.

We will read selections from the following texts, a number of which will be compiled as a reading packet (*):

Dorothy Allison, Bastard Out of Carolina (all)

Elizabeth Clark, Women in the Early Church*

Toni Morrison, Beloved (all)
Rosemary Ruether, Sexism and God-Talk*

Kathleen Sands, Escape from Paradise
Karen Jo Torjesen, When Women Were Priests*

Emilie Townes, ed., A Troubling in My Soul*

Phyllis Trible, Texts of Terror
Course requirements: 

IMPORTANT: This course is conceived and will be conducted as a collaboration among members of a learning community comprising students & professor. If you are not interested in this sort of format and the responsibilities it entails, this probably is not a good course for you to take.

(1)
Careful preparation of all reading assignments before class meetings, regular attendance, and active participation in discussion.  If you will not be at a class meeting, you are expected as a courtesy to the class and the professor to notify the professor beforehand.

(2) A daily journal.  The daily entry can be short or long, but it should reflect on both the reading/viewing/class discussion for the day and the way in which your thinking about the theme of the course is advanced or deepened by the day’s assignment. Several journal entries are specifically assigned on the syllabus. The journal will be turned in twice (2x) during January.

(3)
Team facilitation. We’ll divide the class into groups of 3, and for each day’s reading &/or discussion, one team will have particular responsibility for mastering the reading and facilitating the class discussion. Teams may want to prepare study &/or discussion questions or other handouts.  You may want to “facilitate” by using drawing, role-playing, reading aloud, panel discussions, games, etc.--whatever modality or format will engage both the material and the class.  Be creative!  

(4)
Final (written) evaluation of course. This 5-6 page essay should focus on the theme of the course in light of the readings, discussions, and personal reflection you’ve done. What have you learned, discovered, come to see, etc., as a result of your participation in this course?  What direction(s), themes, modifications, etc., would you suggest for a future “round” on the same theme? Writing this evaluation should help you by pulling things together; reading it should help the instructor.

Grading:  You will be asked to evaluate yourself (and provide brief written rationales) on (1), (2), and (3).  The instructor will take your self-evaluation and her own into account when calculating your grade for the course.

