REL262: God & Gender

TTh 10:30-11:50 a.m.

Fall 2006/OM303

Prof. Mary Solberg/Old Main 304-B

Ext. 7470/e-mail: msolberg@gustavus.edu

Office hours: MWF 10:30-11:20 a.m.; T 1:30-2:30 p.m.; Th  3-4 p.m.; & by appt.

Course description


The controversy that arises almost every time people discuss the relationship between God and gender is not unique to Christianity, nor did Christians invent this controversy 2000 years ago. Virtually every religious community, past and present, has wrestled with how to think and talk about God and God’s nature and work, as well as about what it means to be human. Not least of all, every one of these communities has grappled with questions about what implications our beliefs about God and human being may have for how we ought to live with each other. Today, the “God and gender” controversy is more explicit, more public, perhaps, than it was before; but despite what many would like to call “progress,” very little has been resolved.


What is it about “God and gender” that stirs us up? Do religious beliefs shape our attitudes toward the world, including our relationships with one another as men and women? Or do these beliefs reflect (or even legitimate) existing social, political, cultural, and economic attitudes and structures that serve our interests in other ways? Such questions will recur as we read and reflect together on theological writings inspired by this fascinating and troublesome theme.


This course will focus chiefly on the work of three women whose work has done much to shape the current conversation about God and gender within Christianity: Mary Daly, Elizabeth A. Johnson, and Delores S. Williams. In some ways each represents a host of others, and in some ways, each has a singular viewpoint and voice; we must remain alert to and discerning about similarities, differences, and distinctions among them. Daly, Johnson, and Williams are all both critical and constructive (we will learn what each of these terms means). Studying their work should ensure that we learn a great deal of theology from what Johnson has called “a living tradition.” It should also help us discover a great deal about what we ourselves have believed, do believe, and are willing to believe. That is the joy—and the challenge—of reading really good theology.

Required texts

Elizabeth C. Clarke & Herbert Richardson, eds. Women and Religion: The Original Source Book of Women in Christian Thought
Mary Daly, Beyond God the Father
Elizabeth A. Johnson, She Who Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse
Delores S. Williams, Sisters in the Wilderness: The Challenge of Womanist God-Talk

Coursepack (on sale in Bookmark)

A good (and portable) dictionary!  Your choice, but bring it to class!
