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REL272 Luther & His Legacy

Fall 2004

MWF 10:30-11:20 a.m./SSC212

Prof. Mary Solberg/OM 103-B

ext. 7470/e-mail: msolberg@gustavus.edu
           




Office hours: MWF 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; TTh  10:30-11:30 p.m.; & by appt.

Course description 

From the General Catalog: This course will center about the life, work, and legacy of Martin Luther. Luther will be studied in the social, economic, and political milieu of the sixteenth century as a leader of the Protestant Reformation and a Renaissance figure, but also as one whose legacy may be seen in contemporary Christianity. His own writings will be analyzed and assessed.

From the instructor: Framed within a tumultuous historical period, Martin Luther’s development as a man, a biblical exegete, and a theologian occurred within and to a large degree as a product of his long struggle with his own theological tradition. But Luther's struggle involved much more than theological dissatisfaction. Personal piety, the practices of the church, and the rich and often raucous intellectual debates of the day—all were forces that incited and flavored Luther's initially private, then professional, and then increasingly public—but always, also, personal—reflection. 


When the sixteenth century began, few in the Western Church denied the urgency of the need for reformation. Few, however, believed that theology or church doctrine was at the heart of what needed to be fixed. As a theologian of the church, and also because of his own longing for certainty about his own standing before God, Luther focused a great deal of his attention on the matter of “justification,” or what the church teaches about how to appropriate God’s saving action. How is one saved? Luther’s existential and theological struggle with this question eventually led him into full-scale rebellion within and then against the late medieval church of which he had been—and in many ways continued to be—a faithful son. 


Luther’s own lived experience played a key role in his theology. The life of Luther the theologian was the life of Luther the justified sinner and the life of Luther the outlaw and the life of Luther the university professor and the life of Katarina von Bora's husband. For him theology had everything to do with his own and other people's lives before God and with one another.


Luther’s output as a biblical commentator, preacher, professor, and reformer was prodigious. The authoritative edition of his written work, the so-called Weimar Ausgabe (in German and Latin) comprises more than 100 volumes; the somewhat abridged American Edition alone contains 55 volumes. He neither wrote nor intended to write a “systematic” theology; apart from his biblical commentaries, most of what he wrote responded to events, issues, crises that were political, economic, social and (often) pastoral. The passion, restlessness, brilliance, earthiness, and wit of his spoken and written words—and the invention of the printing press—made Martin Luther a celebrity in his time. Remarkably, perhaps, what he said, wrote, and did, continues to challenge, inspire, anger, and move us nearly five centuries later.

Required texts 

· Walter Altmann, Luther and Liberation: A Latin American Perspective  (instructor will provide copies for sale at reduced price)

· Timothy Lull, ed.,  Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings

· Timothy Lull, My Conversations with Martin Luther

· Martin Marty, Martin Luther
· A good dictionary:  your choice, but I’ll expect you to bring it to class

Library Reserves

1.  Articles on reserve in the library. In lieu of a coursepack, students will be required to photocopy and read a number of articles for class as scheduled.  Below, as in the (two) three-ring binders on reserve, they are arranged alphabetically by author’s last name.  From time to time, one or more articles may be added to this list.

· Harran, Marilyn J.  “Luther as Professor,” in Luther and Learning, ed. by Marilyn J. Harran (Selinsgrove, PA:  Susquehanna University Press, 19__), pp. 29-51.

· Höll, Karl. “Martin Luther on Luther,” in Interpreters of Luther: Essays in Honor of Wilhelm Pauck, ed. by Jaroslav Pelikan (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1968), pp. 9-34.

· Küng, Hans. “Martin Luther: Return to the Gospel as the Classical Instance of a Paradigm Shift,” in Great Christian Thinkers (New York: Continuum, 1994), pp. 127-153.

· Luther, Martin.  “The Large Catechism,” in The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, ed. by Theodore G. Tappert (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1959), pp. 357-371.

· Luther, Martin.  Sermon on Reminiscere Sunday—Second Sunday in Lent, on Matthew 15: 21-28, in The Complete Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol. 5, ed. by Eugene F. A. Klug (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1996), pp. 321-328.

· Luther, Martin. Sermon on Fifth Sunday after Trinity, on Luke 5: 1-11, in Sermons on the Gospels, Vol. II (Rock Island, IL: Augustana Book Concern, 1871), pp. 309-326.

· Melanchthon, Monica Jyotsna. “The Grace of God and the Equality of Human Persons,” Dialog: A Journal of Theology 42, no. 1 (Spring 2003): 8-19, and the response to her article by Cristina Grenholm, pp. 20-23, same issue.

· Solberg, Mary M.  “Luther’s Theology of the Cross,” in Compelling Knowledge: A Feminist Proposal for an Epistemology of the Cross (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1997), pp. 55-94.

· Solberg, Mary M. “Reflections on Another View of Luther,” unpublished manuscript, 1991.

2. Books on reserve.  I have placed a number of especially useful books by or about Luther on reserve because our resources for this course need to be accessible and shared. 

· Althaus, Paul.  The Ethics of Martin Luther
· Althaus, Paul.  The Theology of Martin Luther
· Book of Concord, The  (Two editions, one from 1959 and one from 2000.  Use either.) 

· Dillenberger, John.  Martin Luther: Selections from His Writings
· Hall, Douglas John.  Lighten Our Darkness: Toward an Indigenous Theology of the Cross
· Harran, Marilyn J., ed. Luther and Learning
· Höll, Karl.  What Did Luther Understand by Religion?

· Loewenich, Walther von.  Martin Luther: The Man and His Work

· Lohse, Bernhard.  Martin Luther: An Introduction to His Life and Work
· Lohse, Bernhard. Martin Luther’s Theology

· Lull, Timothy.  Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings

· Luther, Martin.  The Magnificat: Luther’s Commentary (reprinted from Luther’s Works, vol. 21)

· Luther, Martin. Luther’s Works, American Edition (note that vol. 55 = index)

· Luther, Martin.  Three Treatises
· Luther’s Works on CD-Rom

· McGrath, Alister.  Luther’s Theology of The Cross

· Solberg, Mary.  Compelling Knowledge: A Feminist Proposal for an Epistemology of the Cross

Websites (only a start…bring your own as you discover them!)

· http://www.the-orb.net/encyclop/late/england/  

· http://www.oldlutheran.com/
· http://www.thelutherstore.com
Learning goals for this semester:

1. Acquire a “working knowledge” of Luther the man and his times, that is, a basic sense of the person and the context in which he lived and worked.

2. Acquire a “foothold” in Luther’s theological writings, that is, read and discuss some key theological texts written by Luther, and know where to find the rest.

3. Begin to appreciate Luther and his work from several historical and/or cultural perspectives, including but not limited to one’s own.

4. Begin to appropriate Luther and his work as a theological resource for addressing issues in one’s own life and world.

5. In working toward 1-4 above, develop accountability by engaging actively in the process of learning, both individually and in cooperation with others in the classroom, and by mastering the content of the course; and

6. Develop and improve skills needed for careful and critical thinking and reading, clear and effective writing, and lively and respectful discussion of issues.

Criteria for Evaluation

I. Class work (20 percent of grade).
· Preparation of reading and writing assignments before class. 

· Regular, on-time attendance. I assume you plan to attend all scheduled sessions. If an absence is unavoidable (and you must be the judge of that), advise me ahead of time by phone &/or e-mail .
· Participation. Your active participation in class discussions is essential if this class is to work. Among other strategies, this should involve some or all of the following: (a) raise questions from assigned reading; (b) respond to classmates' or instructor’s reflections and/or questions; (c) speak up in discussions; (d) be part of e-mail "conversations" with your classmates & the prof; (e) bring to class ideas, websites, discoveries, excitement, problems.

Twice—at mid-semester and at the end (with the final portfolio)—you will hand in a “participation self-grade.” I’ll ask you to evaluate yourselves on class work—which includes the criteria described just above--justifying your evaluation in a paragraph and indicating areas you commit yourself to work on for the balance of the semester. I will work with you to maintain high-caliber class work and improve what’s less high-caliber.

II. Test on names, dates, historical events, places (map locations and significance), following the first unit, “Imagining Luther: the person and his times” (20 percent of grade).
III. Written reflections/Gathering & creating theological construction materials (30 percent of grade).

What are they for?

During the course of the semester, each student will hand in a total of six “reflections”: three during the first half of the semester and three during the second half. This part of our work has two main purposes: 

a) One is to practice paying attention to what you read and to write about it, or to formulate in writing thoughts or problems triggered by something you read, see, or hear that seems to you relevant to this course and your theological development. In the latter case, what occurs to you may seem vague but important; how can you “make something of it” that will serve you as an emerging theologian? 

b) The second is to become more aware of your own theology: its content, of course, but also its authorities, its method/s, its process. These reflections will become opportunities for you to gather or create or express resources for the construction of your own theology. 

What are they about? 

You may write a reflection on any of the following: 

a) the day’s reading assignment, or some part of it that has generated particular interest or perplexity (or both!) for you; 

b) a film, video, or speaker/presentation that has been part of our course work together; 

OR

c) something you have

· read (article, sermon, book, etc.);

· seen (movie, video, TV program, advertisement, etc.);

· heard (radio program, tape recording, musical performance, homily, conversation)

beyond, outside, and/or in addition to the assigned material, but that you can and do connect directly with the material of this course. No more than one of the three reflections due each half-semester may be about (c).

What should they look like (format)?

a) Double-space and write no more than a page and a half (one page is preferable). See also “Writing Guidelines” link on my website http://www.gustavus.edu/~msolberg Be concise and clear.   

b) In the upper right corner, please put your name and the date on which you are handing it in (single-spaced). You may use a title or not for the response, as you choose.

c) If you are writing about a resource that can be cited, please cite it, completely, in a footnote. Do not use “Work Cited” at the end of the reflection.  We will discuss where you can get help to learn how to prepare these footnotes!

What questions should they answer (content)?

Your reflection should respond to the following questions: 

1. What was it (the point, argument, problem, insight) that intrigued or perplexed or moved you? State this and describe it as clearly, plainly, and succinctly as possible. (“I found it interesting that…” or “I just felt that…” won’t be enough here. Start with the “that”…!)

2. How did the “trigger” (the reading, video, presentation, whatever inspired your reflection) succeed in intriguing or perplexing or moving you? For example, how did it make the point, lay out the argument, raise the issue? (Build the case here.)

3. If the “trigger” was not part of our assigned work, how can and do you connect it directly with this course? (No fudging here!)

4. What matters (not just to you, but more generally) about this point, argument, issue, or position?  Put another way, why is this point, etc., important? “I never thought about X that way before,” isn’t enough!  If you said what the “X” was, and how you thought of “X” before, how the reading, etc., has challenged that, and what difference that might make…then you’d be on the right track!

What will happen to them?

I will get these reflections back to you as quickly as I can with comments and questions.  I will not grade the first reflection. In calculating your final course grade, I will disregard the lowest grade on the remaining five reflections (but you must hand in six reflections, three in the first half of the semester and three in the second) to get credit for writing any of them). I encourage you to come in and discuss with me ways in which you want or are attempting to improve your skills of critical reading, thinking, analysis, and writing. I am ready to help!

How will they be evaluated?

Your final grade on the written reflection requirement will be based on

(a) whether, during the semester, you handed in six reflections, three in each half of the semester, with correct format and appropriate content as described above. This is about following instructions and doing the assignments; 

(b) whether your written reflections improve over the semester. This is about your willingness to work at developing skills; and

(c) the four best grades you earn out of the five graded reflections. This is about the quality of four pieces of writing that you have written and presented with pride, knowing this represents your best efforts. 

IV. Research paper or project (30 percent).  At the end of the semester (on the day the registrar sets for the final exam in this course, and in lieu of that final exam), each student will hand in a 15-20-page research paper on a subject discussed with and approved by the instructor. (Any other project to fulfill this portion of the course requirements must also be discussed with and approved by the instructor and must serve the same sort of purpose and require more or less the same amount of out-of-class work as the research paper.)  

This requirement entails following elements:

· Appropriate format, including complete & correct citations and bibliography, error-free spelling and grammar, punctuation, etc. 
· Use of at least different six written sources, including at least two books (beyond the books we will have read for class), two academic journal articles (ditto), one article from a reputable and recognized reference book (an historical or theological encyclopedia or dictionary, for example), and one resource from a reputable, reliable website. You may use more sources, but you must use at least these. 
· Three content elements: some accounting for/account of the historical context; some theological element; and some implications for the present day. You may (and probably will want to) assign different emphases to these three elements in your work, depending on the focus/subject you choose, but all three must be there.

· Stage-wise development and completion of the project, with each stage to be handed in to instructor on time 

a) Theme/topic/subject—fairly specific  (due 9/29)

b) Bibliography with at least the six different written sources described above; four of the items on the bibliography must be annotated  (due 10/13)

c) Thesis statement (what does your paper argue?) & outline or section plan, with brief description of what each section of the paper will cover/argue (due 10/27)

d) First draft, including footnotes & bibliography, one copy to hand in to instructor & one copy to exchange with in-class partner for peer review  (due 11/29) 

e) Brief in-class presentation with short hand-out (12/1-12/15)

f) Final paper (due 12/18))

The Road Map (assignments, subject to modification)

Unit 1.  Imagining Luther: the person and his context

September

W 8 
Introductions, expectations.  My plan/Your suggestions.   

F 10
Lull, My Conversations, Preface & First Visit

M 13
Library day.  Meet at circulation desk.  

W 15 
Lull, My Conversations, 2nd & 3rd visits; and Höll, Karl. “Martin Luther on Luther,” in Interpreters of Luther: Essays in Honor of Wilhelm Pauck, ed. by Jaroslav Pelikan (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1968), pp. 9-34.

F 17
Prof. Eric Carlson.  Reflection due on material covered to this date.
M 20
Lull, My Conversations, 4th visit and final visit (also pay attention to further reading suggestions!); and “Preface to the Complete Edition of Luther’s Latin Writings” (1545) in Luther’s Works (hereafter, LW), vol. 34, or in John Dillenberger, Martin Luther: Selections from His Writings.

Monday evening 9/20 at 6 p.m. in the library A/V room:  Luther at the Movies

W 22
Solberg, “Reflections on Another View of Luther,” in reserve binder; Altmann, Luther and Liberation, Preface, pp. vii-xi; Ch. 1, “Luther at the Juncture of the Old and the New,” pp. 1-11; Ch. 3, “Conversion, Liberation, and Justification,” pp. 27-36 only; and Ch. 8, “Luther’s Legacy,” pp. 133-146.

Thursday evening 9/23 at 7 p.m. in the library A/V room:  Luther at the Movies

F 24
Prof. Suzanne Hequet…Meet in Library A/V room….Reflection due on material from last due date until today.

Sunday evening 9/26 at 6:30 p.m. in the library A/V room:  Luther at the Movies

M 27
Marty, Martin Luther Preface & Ch. 1; and “To the Nobility…” (1520), from the beginning through the sentence, “Why, then, should he not deserve honor…and calls them together?” in LW 44 or in Three Treatises (a one-volume collection of the three key Reformation treatises Luther wrote in 1520: know what they are!) or in Dillenberger, where it’s called “An Appeal to the Ruling Class…”

W 29
Marty, Martin Luther, Ch. 2. Theme/topic/subject of research paper due today. Aim for as much focus as possible. To be handed in on a single sheet of paper, double-spaced, with your name. 

October

F 1
Solberg, “Luther’s Theology of the Cross” from Compelling Knowledge (focusing on first half of the chapter) in binder or from book, both on reserve; and look over “Heidelberg Disputation” (1518), in Lull, Basic Theological Writings…, pp. 30-49. Notice:  Each section of Lull’s anthology begins with a few paragraphs of introduction and lovely, short summaries of each piece Lull has selected for that section. Don’t miss these! Reflection due on material from last due date until today.

M 4
Marty, Martin Luther, Ch. 3; and “Preface to the Wittenberg Edition…” (1539), in Lull’s anthology, pp. 63-68.

W 6
Nobel Conference…No class…Participate!  And read one piece, on reserve (binder): Hans Küng, “Martin Luther: Return to the Gospel…” from Great Christian Thinkers. Note the chronology that accompanies this piece.  It would be good to create a chronology for Luther, if you haven’t done so yet, for your own edification and organization!

F 8
What do you think would Luther have thought, said, or written about what he heard at Nobel?…and Why? Read “Letter to Hans Luther [Martin’s father]” (1530), in binder on reserve. Reflection due on material from last due date until today.

M 11
Marty, Martin Luther, Ch. 4 and “Afterword.” Optional: “Luther’s Will,” in LW 34. 

W 13
Luther on the Jews.  Read “That Jesus Christ Was Born a Jew” (1523) in binder on reserve or in LW 45; “On the Jews and Their Lies” (1543), in LW 47; and in Lull, My Conversations…, Appendix II, “Declaration of the ELCA to the Jewish Community.” 


F 15  
In Lull’s anthology, read “A Sermon on the Estate of Marriage” (1519), pp. 630ff. Meet in A/V room in library. We will see “The Morning Star of Wittenberg,” a video on Katherine von Bora. Reflection due. Also:  Hand in bibliography for research paper with at least six different written sources (see p. 5 of this syllabus for description); four items must be annotated. Annotations should be single-spaced; there should be an extra space between items on the bibliography.  Your name should be on each page, upper right-hand corner.

M 18 
What have we learned about Luther & the times he lived in?  Summing up & review.

W 20
Test on names, dates, places, events in Luther’s life and times.

Unit 2.  Wrestling with Luther: theology, politics, & all

F 22
Luther’s approach to theology. In Lull’s anthology, “Two Kinds of Righteousness” (1519) and “A Meditation on Christ’s Passion” (1519); Altmann, Ch. 2, “The Cross”; review Solberg, “Luther’s Theology of the Cross,” this time study the whole chapter, not just first half. No reflections accepted this week. You may add today’s readings to the possible themes for reflections due next Friday, 10/29.

Please note that before Reading Break commences—that is, by Friday evening, 10/22—you must hand in to me your participation self-grade or evaluation for the first half of the semester (see instructions above, under Class Work portion of “Criteria for Evaluation”).  I would like your self-evaluation to take the form of a letter grade.

M 25
Reading Break…No class

W 27
More on Luther’s approach to theology (spill-over from 10/22; bring your own material in, too); look again at “Preface to the Wittenberg Edition…” in Lull’s anthology, pp. 63ff.  Mid-semester grades due.

F 29
Luther as reformer. “To the Nobility of the German Nation…” (1520), in LW 44 or Dillenberger or Three Treatises, all on reserve. Also read, in Altmann, pp. 85-93.  Reflection due.  Thesis statement & outline or section plan for research paper due, with brief description of what each section of the paper will cover/argue.  Double-spaced.

November

M  1
More on Luther as reformer.  

W 3 
Luther as professor & interpreter of the Bible. In Lull’s anthology, read “A Brief Instruction on What to Look for and Expect in the Gospels” (1521); “Preface to the New Testament” (1522, 1546); and “Preface to the Old Testament” (1523, 1545); in Dillenberger (on reserve), “Preface to the Psalms” (1528), pp37ff.

F 5
More on Luther as professor & interpreter of the Bible.  Read “Commentary on The Magnificat” (1521), in LW 21 or published separately.  Both are on reserve. Reflection due.

M 8
Luther as teacher in the church.  Read in Lull’s anthology “The Small Catechism” (1529); and pp. 357-371 from “The Large Catechism” in binder on reserve or in Book of Concord, also on reserve.

W 10
More on Luther as teacher in the church. Spill-over from 11/8, and read at least two of the “Sermons on the Catechism” (1528), in Dillenberger, pp. 207-239, on reserve. 

F 12
Luther on living as a Christian. In Lull’s anthology, read “Freedom of a Christian” (1520), pp. 585ff.  Reflection due.

M 15
More on Luther on living as a Christian.  Spill-over from 11/15, and in Lull’s anthology, read “Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague” (1527).

W 17
More on Luther on living as a Christian. In Altmann, read pp. 113-120, excerpts from Luther’s writings on war, and Altmann’s comments.

Those who want to hand in a reflection this week must do so by Wednesday afternoon, since I am leaving for the professional conference on Thursday morning & will be taking papers with me.  It is your responsibility to make sure I get the paper.

F 19
Prof @ professional conference. No class. Work on research project & presentation.

M 22
Prof @ professional conference. No class. Work on research project & presentation.

W 24
Luther the preacher & pastor. In binder, read two sermons, namely, “Sermon on Reminiscere Sunday—Second Sunday in Lent,” on Matthew 15: 21-28; and “Sermon on Fifth Sunday after Trinity,” on Luke 5: 1-11, and in LW 43, “A Simple Way to Pray” (1535), which Luther wrote for his barber.

Those handing in a reflection this week must do so by Wednesday afternoon, before leaving for Thanksgiving break. It is your responsibility to make sure I get the paper.
Th 25-Su 28
Thanksgiving Break

M 29
Complete but penultimate draft of research paper due, including page numbers, footnotes, and bibliography (not annotated).  One copy to be handed in to professor, the other to in-class peer reviewer. You must make arrangements about getting together outside class time to go over comments together.

December

W 1
Presentations & discussion of research (2)

F 3
Presentations & discussion of research (2)

M 6
Presentations & discussion of research (2)

W 8
Presentations & discussion of research (2)

F 10
Presentations & discussion of research (2)

M 13
Presentations & discussion of research (2)

W 15
One presentation & discussion of research.  Last day of classes.  Evals, wrap-up.

Sa 18
Final research paper due.  No extensions.  Also, Please hand in you participation self-grade or evaluation for the second half of the semester (see instructions above, under Class Work portion of “Criteria for Evaluation”).  I would like your self-evaluation to take the form of a letter grade.
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