REL344-002 Special Topics: Christologies 

TTh 8-9:50 a.m./OM104 

Spring 2001

Prof. Mary Solberg/OM 103-B

Ext. 7470/e-mail: msolberg@gac.edu

Office hours: MTWThF 1-2 p.m. & by appt.

Course description
Who was Jesus?  Who is Christ?  Was he an historical figure who lived and died in Palestine 2000 years ago, or is he a contemporary presence, even in a "post-Christian" world? Or is (was) he both? How important is his historical existence--his humanity--and how is his humanity important? Does the fact that believers and nonbelievers alike continue to wrestle with the "christological question"--"Who do you say that I am?"--suggest there really is no reliable truth, no bedrock, underlying Christians' claims about him? 

Christology--theological reflection about the significance of Jesus--began with Paul the apostle, the gospel writers, and the early Christian movement.  Today "christologies" are challenged by global religious pluralism and by the reluctance of the world to be "redeemed" by the one Christians claim came for just that purpose.  As we read key christological texts from the first century to the twenty-first, we will seek to identify recurring questions about Jesus Christ--and to appreciate the variety of responses to them, even as we begin to formulate our own.

Required texts:

Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to New Testament Christology



Richard A. Norris, Jr., ed., The Christological Controversy




Bonhoeffer, Dietrich, Christ the Center



Coursepack (abbreviated CP in syllabus)



Handouts in class

Course objectives and requirements: As with every other academic course at Gustavus, the instructor of this one is expected to evaluate students and turn in grades at the end. The requirements and assignments below are designed to 

· promote accountability to self, classmates, and instructor; this is key! 

· develop skills in careful and critical thinking and reading, clear and effective writing, lively and respectful discussion of issues (skills you have been working on since your FTS and will continue to develop and use all your lives); and 

· foster appreciation of many dimensions of the process of collaborative learning as well as the content of the course (that is, it’s not about learning just the material—it’s about learning how to help one another learn!).

At the end of the semester, you will turn in a portfolio/folder that contains all written assignments and exams. Grades will be calculated based on the following:

Revised requirement specs

At the end of the semester, you will turn in a portfolio/folder that contains all written assignments and exams. Grades will be calculated based on the following:

I.  Class work (20 percent of grade)

· Preparation of all assignments before class.

· Regular, on-time attendance. Registering for this class implies you plan to attend all scheduled sessions. You earn no points simply for showing up, but you will bring your grade down by being absent more than once. Remember that you are responsible to get anything you may have missed. 

· This class just won't work without your regular, good-faith, active participation in class. I expect each of you to raise questions from and about the reading assignments; respond to your classmates' or the instructor’s reflections and/or questions; join me in creating and maintaining a respectful, thoughtful, critical—and enjoyable— learning community. Overall, your participation should demonstrate that you (a) have read and studied the material assigned; and (b) are willing and increasingly able both to contribute to and learn from your fellow students and the instructor.

· At the end of the semester, you will be expected to describe your participation in some detail, in light of the criteria described here, and give yourself a grade that reflects your self-assessment. I will either accept or modify your self-grade, based on the case you've made and my own sense of your contributions to the class over the semester. 

II.  Essays (20 percent of grade) 

· Reader's responses: total of 6 one-to-two-pagers, 3 in first half of semester (one from New Testament readings; one from early Christian writings--choose two texts--in Norris, ed.; and one from either Bonhoeffer or Tillich), 3 in second (either Cone or Grant; one Latin American; one African or Asian theologian). Hand all in at close of semester; choose one from each half of semester to revise and designate as the pair you want me to grade.

III.  Annotated bibliography on some aspect of christology (20 percent of grade)

· We will discuss possible topics in class and in one-on-one conferences.

IV. Film presentation (10 percent of grade)

See syllabus.  A common viewing and discussion of one film.  I will expect each small group to meet after the viewing, and before the class discussion, to reflect together and prepare a short (one page or less) handout for the class to help in our discussion.  This assignment—viewing, handout, and participation in the discussion about the film--will be worth 10%  of the grade for the course.  If everyone does a job on this, I would expect everyone to get full credit for this requirement.

V.  Discussion leadership (10 percent of grade) 

· See syllabus; each small group will take the leadership in our discussion for one hour of a two-hour class session twice in the semester. Sign-ups soon after semester starts. 

· Suggested strategy (you may choose your own, but it must fulfill the same functions of getting people to focus ahead of class, giving them something to pull the conversation together, etc.): Before class, prepare handout, which may be an e-mail to the class alias (s-rel-344-2), proposing particular questions, themes, concerns, we should all pay attention to in the reading assignment; should have several good questions we can use to get into a discussion of the material. If possible/feasible, have at least a couple of things to say as you open the class session to introduce the author/material in time, space, and historical context; it wouldn't hurt to have a few facts, dates, etc. on the handout. (I can help you organize this, too.) In class, you'll be responsible for facilitating the discussion for an hour of the two-hour session.

VI.  Final project (20 percent of grade) 

Topic, format, and timetable to be decided on in conversation with instructor. Should be a project that demonstrates some combination or permutation of any number of the following elements: research, thoughtfulness, creativity, imagination, talent, hard work. If possible and appropriate, it should pull several concepts, sources, or themes related to christology together. It should be an opportunity for the student to do something he or she designs, thinks through, revises, and polishes— and will be proud of!
