REL 399-001 Senior Thesis Seminar

Fall or Spring

MWF 10:30-11:20 a.m., Library 201

Prof. Mary Solberg

Office: OM 103-B/x7470 

Home (before 8 p.m.): 934-1093  

E-mail: msolberg@gustavus.edu

Office hours: MWF 11:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.; TTh  1:30-2:30 p.m.; & by appt.

Course Description (from the Catalog):  The senior seminar provides an opportunity for the major to explore in depth an issue of special interest in religious studies. The thesis will be associated with one of the four departmental areas, and will reflect careful consideration of relevant methodological problems. The thesis will be written under the direction of the seminar instructor, critiqued by seminar students, and defended before three members of the department. Prerequisite: prior to registration, seminar instructor must approve student's thesis proposal.

Required Texts:
Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6th ed.

Coursepack of readings

Course Requirements: 

1. Preparation and completion of a thesis as described in course description above. Thesis should be about 40 pages long. If it is more than 60 pages long, student will need written permission from seminar instructor; if it is less than 35 pages long, the student will need a good reason and must consult with the instructor.

2. Faithful attendance at scheduled classes.

3. Preparation of reading assignments for discussion as indicated in syllabus. (If we discover seminar members are not prepared to discuss the readings, instructor will institute written assignments related to the readings.)

4. Participation in the seminar discussions.

5. Presentations (posters, etc.) to seminar &/or public as assigned.

6. Meeting all thesis-preparation deadlines.

7. Oral defense of thesis.

Evaluation/Final grade based on the following elements:

Participation (includes keeping up with the schedule): 15%

Thesis paper: 60%

Oral defense of thesis: 25%

