Date:  Thu, 6 Nov 2008 15:59:40 -0600  

From:  "Carolyn O'Grady" <cogrady@gustavus.edu> 

To:  
"Nancy Hanway" <nhanway@gustavus.edu> 

Subject:  
Argentina feedback

Hi Nan -

Here are the questions/comments I've gotten about a possible GAC Semester in Argentina. I asked 6 faculty & staff for their input.

1) Lots of general interest and enthusiasm.

2) Belief that this would appeal to students, even some concern that there would be more students wanting to go than program capacity allows (I'm not sure if this is true - only time will tell).

3) Sense that housing etc. is more affordable in Santa Fe than BA but questions about whether there would be any transportation issues in SF since it's smaller. Buenos Aires is more of a "European" city, and SF would provide a different look at Argentina.

4) If the program includes a Brazil component: visa issues & safety would be a concern, plus it means Portuguese would have to be a component which makes things more complicated.

5) The current title suggests the program will cover a lot, perhaps too much. The program name should specify Argentina and not Latin America so that it is more accurate, and because the program seems to focus on Argentina specifically. It wouldn't be a Latin American program.

6) Some question about accommodating students at varying language abilities in terms of the group dynamic, home stay experiences, translators needed, etc. Some question about who the targeted audience really is (who LALACS wants it to be) and if you've thought hard enough about that. ("Trying to appeal to too many students can mean it doesn't appeal to anyone enough.")

7) There may be some overlap with SIT programs in Argentina that are on our list, but SIT has the Independent Study Project and 3-4 semesters of Spanish as a language requirement. Still, LALACS should look closely at the SIT programs to make sure there isn't too much overlap (Jeffrey can help with that!). No expressed concern about overlap with HECUA in Ecuador, and (like with SIT) the HECUA model would probably be different than your program.

8) A question about housing -- would homestays be pursued and how would these be organized? Otherwise, where would students live?

These are the comments that came back to me. I do think LALACS needs to keep thinking about your target audience. Please keep moving forward on this, and tell me how I can help you.

Best,

Carolyn
