LALACS

September 15, 2008 Meeting minutes 

1-Introduction of new members


-William Teipe, Assistant Professor, Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures (Spanish Division).


-Jeffrey Rathlef, Director of Community Service & Service Learning

2- Guest Speakers: Jeffrey Rathlef, Director of Community Service & Service Learning


-Mr. Rathlef presented an overview of the service learning initiatives of the Community Center, as well as the strategic vision for the Center:




-Building infrastructure




-Potential programs




-J-term course possibilities




-Community involvement (direct interaction with the St. Peter community)




-Creation of spaces for conversations about leadership and service.

3-LALACS Budget


-The Administration did not ask for a LALACS budget on time. A current budget will be submitted. Nancy will review budgets from previous years. What follows is a list of possible items to consider in the new budget:


-Potential Guest Speakers



-Radio Host Tania Torres (by Bill Teipe)



-NYU Department of Performance Studies’ Prof. Diana Taylor  (Henry will check her availability and rates)



-Speaker from Mankato State (Mayra)



-Performer Astrid Haadad (website: http://www.astridhadad.com)


-LALACS research travel funding for faculty members (Suzanne)


-Library and Media funds request (Please, make suggestions!)


-Office Space 


-Film Festival (In collaboration with cinema course offered in the spring semester’09)

Nancy requested that all members bring additional suggestions for the budget to be discussed in the next meeting.

4-Semester in Argentina Program


-Members considered several themes for the proposed LALACS semester in Argentina, after original plan was questioned/rejected  by Carolyn O’Grady (very similar to HECUA program already offered by the College). Alternative areas of concentration were discussed, among them:

-Cultural Competence focus (Suzanne pointed out the problems embedded with a course that aims to teach cultural competence).

-General education focus (Offering courses that fulfill gen. ed. requirements—specifically ARTS and MATHL

-Revisited the Performance Studies focus

-Foreign language focus

-Service Learning focus (Jeffrey suggested that the program objectives should determine the location. He offered assistance in locating providers and family stays; to think of UBA as a resource, and urged us to think about ways to integrate and compensate local faculty).

-All courses offered by the program would be LALACS approved courses and potentially count to a LALACS major

-Include Brasil as part of the course (this may be an issue since it may be difficult for one faculty member to cover both countries)

-Structure of the program: One Gustavus faculty will teach a course and the ther courses will be taught by local faculty.

-Sujay requested information regarding where and who studies abroad at Gustavus (What majors? What countries? What programs?)

-The following questions were brought up for consideration:



-How will the program contribute to major and gen. ed. requirements?



-Will the program serve a particular major(s) and/or gen. ed. requirements?



-Should we consider the two-tracks option? (one of which will be in Spanish)

Finally, Nancy announced that Carolyn O’Grady will attend our next meeting to address the Argentina program.

5-Other Items


-Suzanne called our attention to the Fulbright visiting scholar opportunity announce via email by Bob W. We just need to produce a name to take advantage of this!

