Paper 2 - Historical Perspective I

PAPER TOPIC: From your reading of Livy, WHAT are the most important aspects of good leadership and WHY were those aspects of good leadership important to Roman society?

Below are further instructions:

SCOPE: We recommend that you consider leadership in a range of fields (i.e. not just military leaders, but others as well). Do not forget to tackle the second half of the paper topic (you can use your background knowledge of Roman society gleaned from Livy, Spielvogel, Professor Panciera’s lecture, and class discussion).  


THESIS: As with the last paper, a thesis (i.e. a focused and specific answer to the question) is necessary. 

SYNTHESIS: This paper requires you to synthesize your findings as you examine the exempla of individual figures.  It is not asking you to engage in a biographical synopsis of your favorite leaders in Livy. Rather, you should extract the most important aspects of good leadership from a number of episodes and then construct a paper that considers key aspects of good leadership, probably by topic rather than by personage.

QUOTATION AND CITATION: Be judicious in your use of quotations.   You want to avoid producing a paper that consists of a string of quotations about leaders.  Where you include a direct quotation, you should use the words of that quotation to further your analysis.  Do, however, remember to cite an episode as you mention it — a parenthetical citation by book and chapter is what you want, as in the following example:

“In his allegorical story to the revolting plebeians (2.32), Menenius Agrippa stresses the importance of....” 

PROOF-READING: Do read your paper over carefully before you turn it, and then revise it to eliminate distracting typographical errors, infelicities of phrase etc.

MECHANICS: write a 4-6 page paper (Times 12 font, 1 inch margins, pages numbered and stapled together).  

DUE DATES: the first draft is due in class on Friday, October 28.  The final version is due in class on Monday, November 14.
