Do ONE (1) of the following 2 questions. Your answer should be AT LEAST 600 words (roughly 2 typed pages, 1.5 spaced). Use examples from the primary evidence that has been linked below the question to support your answer. You can refer to this primary evidence by the number (#1, 2, etc.) that has been written next to each item. Pass this essay in by class time Wednesday.

A. Was Octavian/Augustus a leader who made use of harsh, violent means when it was useful to him and then covered it up with propaganda about peace, or was he a leader who used force only when necessary and at heart he truly desired peace? SOURCES #3,5,6,7,8,10,11 CAN BE FOUND IN this pdf file. The other sources are linked below.

1. Res Gestae (Augustus’ autobiography).

2. Sculpture from the Ara Pacis (Augustus’ Altar of Peace) – note especially the last slide. 

3. Part of Book 6 of Vergil’s poem the Aeneid, where the hero Aeneas goes to the underworld and is shown by his father the future of Rome.

4. Coin issued by Augustus.

5. An account of Octavian’s initial dealings with Antony.

6. 2 letters (6a, 6b) from Cicero concerning Octavian when Octavian was initially allied with Cicero and the senate.

7. Antony and Octavian eventually came together to form the second triumvirate and one of their first acts was the proscriptions. This long passage records the edict they published announcing the proscriptions. Look especially towards the end of this document.

8. These 2 documents record the death of Cicero during these proscriptions and a later comment by Augustus about Cicero.

9. This an epitaph of a woman, Turia, who saved her husband during the proscriptions. 

10. This document recounts the land that was awarded to the soldiers of Octavian/Augustus.

11. This is a poem by Horace in honor of Augustus’ return to Italy in 13 BC after a long trip abroad.

B. What parts of Petronius’ portrayal of freedmen in his Satyricon (especially “The Dinner of Trimalchio”) are a largely accurate confirmation, a contradiction, and an exaggeration of what we see about freedmen in the following historical documents? ALL THE SOURCES (except Petronius’ Satyricon) for this question can be found in this pdf file.

1. epitaphs of freedmen (refer to these with “epitaphs” and then the # from that sheet)

2. These 3 sources (2a, 2b, 2c) all discuss the rights and duties owed to the former master (also known as a patron) of the freedman.

3. A short account in Suetonius of what the emperor Claudius did to some freemen who did not show the proper gratitude to their former master.

4. These 6 sources (4a-4f) show the sort of work obligation that a freedman owed to his former master.

5. An account in Pliny of some freedmen who became successful.

6. This source shows the sort of envy that successful freedmen were often subject to.

7. Legal record of the freeing of a slave.

8. 2 examples (8a, 8b) of Roman wills which mention the freeing of slaves and freedmen.

9. An account in Pliny of some wealthy freedmen.

10. The opinion of the Greek historian Dionysius of Halicarnassus on some of the difficulties for Roman society which came about because of the Roman tendency to free their slaves and create freedmen.

11. A law that Augustus passed connected to the freeing of slaves and creation of freedmen.

