The central question/main topic for this first paper is the following: From your reading of Polybius, Livy, and Dio Cassius, analyze the most important causes of the 2nd Punic war. You should use only these primary readings to answer the question (not even our textbook). You should probably keep the following things in mind as you work on this essay.

· You will need to understand what each author says about the events that led up to the war, so it will be useful to construct a big timeline of important things that happened before the war compiled from a close analysis of all three sources.

· DO NOT just look for one cause of the war. Historical events like wars are complex and generally have more than one cause, often connected in some fashion, for why they occurred. So it is ok to identify more than one cause, and in most cases it would be good for you to show me how these various causes interrelate.

· What potentially qualifies as an important cause?

1. Things that each author says were important causes of the war.

2. Things that all (or at least 2) of the authors say were causes of the war.

3. Evidence you notice in the texts that lead you to believe that it might have been a cause of the war even if the author does not draw attention to it or disagrees.

4. Don’t forget to evaluate your sources and their potential strengths (closeness to the events, lacking biases, etc.) and weaknesses (distance from the events, possible biases, etc.) as recorders of history.

· You should mostly try to analyze what was an important cause of the war from your own close reading of the evidence, but to a certain extent you also have to decide what to your own mind makes the most sense as an important cause for war generally. This may be part of the process of choosing what were the most important causes of the 2nd Punic war. You need, however, to explain your own thinking and give reasons for why you think so. History partially and necessarily reflects the ideas and experiences of the historian so it is good to reflect on your own notions about wars and why they happen and then “admit and defend” those notions.

Three things that will be very important in this essay:

1. Answer the central question/main topic of the paper (DO NOT just summarize the reading or give me your random thoughts on events leading up to the 2nd Punic War).

2. Include a thesis statement in your introductory paragraph – a thesis statement is a fairly concise but specific answer to the central question/main topic of the essay. It guides everything else you will do in the paper.

3. Provide arguments and evidence from the texts that back up your thesis.

Smaller matters:

1. I want not only your 1st draft, but also your big timeline of events (mentioned above) next Monday, October 4.

2. I think I mentioned that I wanted this first paper to be 1000-1500 words. You can fall outside of that range on either side – I am not a rabid word counter – but it is important to write a paper that answers the question and considers the evidence carefully.

3. Please type both drafts of this paper.

4. I will grade only the 2nd draft, but the more polished the 1st draft, the more direction and help I can give you and the less work, in all probability, you will have to do on the 2nd draft.

5. Cite the texts in parentheses from the page numbers either above the text (Polybius and Dio Cassius) or below the text (Livy): “The most important cause of the war was the Carthaginian breaking of the terms of the peace treaty” (Polybius, p.104). Notice that the Livy selection runs from pages 23-41, Polybius from p.104-109, and Dio Cassius from 110-112.

