Papers – 6-8 pages (double (or 1.5) spaced, with normal margins) due on Wednesday, Dec. 15.

1. Warfare was an important aspect of Roman history and all Roman historians included battle scenes in their histories. This paper asks you to compare and contrast the way in which Livy and Tacitus present warfare and battle scenes in their histories. How do they describe the action, words, and behavior of the commanders, the soldiers, the military strategies? How do they portray the enemy whom the Romans are fighting? Do they include violent details and for what purpose? How do they build up to a battle scene, how do they conclude it? Do they comment on the significance of the battle and its outcome? Do they try to connect this significance to the rest of their history? There are many questions you could ask – pursue only a few of the most fruitful ones. For Tacitus, you could look at 2 (no more than 3) of the following scenes: p.43-52, 225-231, 288-292, or some other battle scene in the Annals that you read. For Livy, you could look at 2 (no more than 3) of p.16-18, 89-91, 101-102, 117-121, or some other battle scene in The Rise of Rome that you read. 

2. Livy says in the preface to his History, that there has been such a moral decline in Rome that “we can endure neither our vices nor the remedies needed to cure them.” Livy clearly believed that Rome had turned its back on the traditional virtues and old fashioned way of doing things. If this was true in the time Livy was writing, during the reign of the emperor Augustus, it is even more true for the later emperors. Read Tacitus’ account of either the emperor Claudius (p.195-244) or Nero (p. 245-355) and discuss the ways in which the virtues (2 or 3 of them) of Livy’s early Rome no longer are observed or held in esteem during the reign of Claudius or Nero.

3. Read over the Lucretia episode in Livy and discuss its meaning and significance for his history. Then compare it closely to one of the paintings of Lucretia found in the MIA, or the National Gallery, or the MFA, and after noting in detail how it is similar and different from the account in Livy, discuss how the modern artist has reinterpreted Lucretia and the story and how he has changed its meaning and significance.

4. Compare and contrast the story of Romulus in Livy with 2 of the following: 

Cicero (this is a passage from his work on the history of the Roman state)

Ovid (these are 2 different passages – one from his poem about Roman holidays called the Fasti; the other from his epic poem about mythology called the Metamorphoses) 

Dionysius of Halicarnassus (this is a selection of passages from his very long history of Rome) How have the 2 other authors changed the story or shifted its emphasis from what we see in Livy, and how does that change the nature and meaning of Romulus and his rule.

5. Read these historical sources for slaves and discuss to what extent the slaves in Petronius’ Satyricon (especially Trimalchio’s dinner, but you can look elsewhere in the novel also) are consistent with, exaggerate, or contradict the historical sources.

6. Trimalchio is always protesting that he has no interest in philosophers or philosophy. Read these sources for the 2 dominant philosophies in the Roman world, Stoicism and Epicureanism, and discuss in what ways Trimalchio does reflect or does not reflect (or perhaps both at the same time) the ideas that were important in these philosophical movements. Does he have a bit of the Stoic or Epicurean philosopher in him (and if so, discuss how his words or actions make him like a Stoic or Epicurean), or does he not express any idea that could be called Stoic or Epicurean (and if this is the case, what is NOT Stoic or Epicurean about what he says or does?)

7. An idea of your own.

