Memorandum: Technology Grant 1273.08
To: Sierra Nevada Board and Administration of Education

CC: Principle Ms Notrea Llytechsavvy

From: Ms. Sally Petersen and Ms. Leah Wynveen

Date: January, 2007

Proposal:

The Instructional Infrastructure on Informational Technology (IIIT) Committee has been allocated $2,500 per classroom (Art and English classrooms) at the Sierra Nevada Middle School. We, as a committee would first like to express our gratitude to the people who put the time and the effort into writing the grant for the much needed technology resources here at Sierra Nevada. The following information is to provide the Board a layout of the proposed purchases with the allocated grant money. We have provided the product, its price, a description of the product, as well as a rationale as to its’ importance to the student’s learning and the school as a whole.  We hope that the data provides you with an understanding as to what the classrooms need and how these needed items will continue to improve student learning at Sierra Nevada Middle School.

Grant Distribution:

	Item/Product
	Cost
	Product description
	Rationale

	Mac mini 1.66Ghz
	$599.00
	The Mac mini has 1.66Ghz and an Intel Core Duo processor CPU. It contains 512MB of memory with in its’ 60GB hard drive. 
	The art room and the English department are planning on sharing the computers purchased. The computers will allow students to have online access to pictures and literature. 
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	Apple keyboard
	$29.00
	The Apple keyboard provides it users with short cut keys, as well as volume control and eject media button. 
	The keyboards are a necessary component to use the computers.
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	Kensington PocketMouse
	$14.95
	This mouse is an optical mouse that is easy to use and small in size. It also has USB connection for universal installation. 
	The mouse is a necessary component to use the computers. 
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	Compaq 17” flat screen monitor
	$99.99
	This is a 17” flat screen monitor that has 1280x1024 resolution. Speakers are included and it is easy to set up.
	The monitors chosen will allow the students to search the internet as well as see images of art in their true colors. 
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	Adobe GoLive CS2
	$49.95
	This software is a web design program. It requires 192MB RAM and 700MB of space of hard disk space. Internet connection as well as Microsoft XP and QuickTime 6.5 are required.
	Adobe GoLive is a program that will allow students to create their own websites. It will also allow teachers to create interactive websites for students to use as mind tools. Web design and new tech art is important to learn and incorporate in the classroom because of the advancements in technology and the world that we live in.

	Microsoft Office 2004
	$149.00
	This software comes with the programs Microsoft Word, Powerpoint, Excel, and Outlook. The software requires 128MB of RAM and CD.ROM as well as internet connection. It also requires 260MB space on the hard drive and Intel Pentium processor. 
	Microsoft Office is a necessity. Microsoft Word allows for word processing and essays and reports. Powerpoint allows students that are visual learners to create slide shows to present information. Excel is a program that allows for the organization of information in a spreadsheet format. All the programs will not only enhance the student’s knowledge in the program but also bring them to higher levels of thinking in every subject.

	Adobe Photoshop CS for Mac
	$49.99
	This software is and editing program for images and photos. It requires 320MB of RAM and 650MB of hard disk space. It also requires internet connection as well as Windows XP.
	Adobe Photoshop is a program that lets students take digital images and edit and manipulate them. The art of digital imagery is endless and one that needs to be learned. Students will be able to use this program to create their own unique art and creativity on the computer. 

	iLife ’06 
	$79.00
	iLife is an Apple software which includes the programs iPhoto, iMovie HD, iDVD, Garageband, and iWeb. The system requires 10GB of free space on the system to be installed.  
	iLife is an Apple software that includes iPhoto for image or Jpeg storage and editing. It also includes the program iMovie HD, which will allow students to use raw digital clips and do video editing and create their own edited movies. The software also includes iDVD, which allows DVDs to be played on the computer. And it has Garageband, which is a music making application. 

	Infocus SVGA DMA DLP Projector
	$559.99
	This projector is very light, weighing less than 6lbs. The projector supports HDTV and DTV signals. It is whisper quiet and has a projection lens with manual focus and zoom adjustment. It has s-video, component and stereo audio inputs. All necessary cables, hardware and software programs are included.
	This projector will be utilized in the classroom for instruction. It will allow for instructors to easily present material from the computer or many different software applications. The visual presentation of information will surely benefit the whole classroom of students.

	Hewlett Packard Printer/Copier/Scanner
	$84.99
	This is a printer, scanner, and copier all in one. It is an inkjet printer that can print 4x6” photo quality prints in as little as 44seconds! It uses a variety of different paper as well as envelopes and labels. All cables are included.
	This printer/ copier/scanner will be connected to all of the computers purchased. They will allow students to have access to hard copies of information. The Scanner will allow student work to be published online as well. 

	Cannon Powershot 5.0 megapixel digital camera
	$139.00
	This camera has 5.0 mega pixel CCD which captures images with up to 2592x1944 pixels. It also has a 16x total zoom. It comes with appropriate software as well as cables. 
	The digital cameras will be a great tool to document student art work as well as the world around them. Students will learn all about digital photography and learn how to edit and manipulate their work. 
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	DXG 5.1 Digital Camcorder
	$129.99
	This camcorder has 5.1 mega pixels and a 1.7” LCD screen with 240x354 resolution. It also has a 4x digital zoom. 
	The digital camcorder will allow the art and English classes to experience multimedia creations. Three were purchased so that the students can accomplish group projects and experience the digital art realm and achieve higher levels of thinking through video editing and creating. 
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	Total: $4751.65
	*Extra: $248.35
	*The extra money will be used for supplements for the technology purchased. Items such as paper for printers, extra memory, or cables will be purchased with the remaining money.


Definitions of Technology Terms: (terms are highlighted in red)

CPU: (Central processing unit) This interprets computer program instructions and processes data. 

Megabyte: (MB) This is a unit of information or computer storage equal to exactly on million bytes.

Gigabyte: (GB) A gigabyte is a unit of information or computer storage equal to one billion bytes. 

Byte: A byte is commonly used as a unit of storage measurement in computers regardless of the type of data being stored. 

USB:  (Universal Serial Bus) This is a standard connection method to connect things like cameras, mouse devices, and keyboards to the computer. 

Software:  This is a program the enables a computer to perform specific tasks as opposed to the physical components of the system.  This includes application software such as word processor. 
RAM: (Random access memory) Computers use RAM to hold the program code and data during computation. 

Hard disk: (hard disk drive) is a digitally encoded device, which stores data on rapidly rotating platters with magnetic surfaces.

QuickTime: This is a multimedia framework developed by Apple. It is capable of handling various formats of digital video, media clips, sound, text, animation, music and several types of interactive panoramic images.

Web site: A web site is a collection of web pages, typically found on the internet. A web page is a document, typically written in HTML, that is almost is almost always accessible via HTTP, a protocol that transfers information from the website’s server to display in the user’s web browser. 

Word processing: This is the ability to create documents using a word processor such as Microsoft Word. (eg. Essays, papers, reports)

Spreadsheet:  This is a rectangular table or grid of information, often numerical, information. 

JPEG: (Joint Photographic Experts Group) are commonly used standard for compression for photographic images.

Video editing: This is the process of rearranging or modifying segments of video to form another piece of video. 

DVD (compared to CD): (Digital Versatile Disc) This is an optical disc storage media format that can be used for data storage, including movies with high video and sound quality.

Hardware: This is a general term used to describe physical artifacts of a technology. (cable, cords, ect.)

Ink-jet printer: A computer printer that operates by propelling tiny droplets of liquid ink onto paper. 

Online: This is when you have an active internet connection.

Pixel: This is an abbreviation picture element. It is a single point in a graphic image. 

LCD panel: (liquid crystal display) This is a thin flat display device made up of any umber of color or monochrome pixels arrayed in front of a light source or reflector.   *(All definitions were found at www.wikipedia.com)

Resources/ Place of Purchase:

www.apple.com
· Mac mini 1.66Ghz, iLife ’06, Apple keyboard, Kensington PocketMouse

www.bestbuy.com
· , Canon powershot, DXG 5.1 Digital Camcorder, Microsoft Office, In focus SVGA DMD DLP Projector, Hewlett Packard Printer/Copier/Scanner

www.curcuitcity.com
· Compaq 17” monitor

www.bestdigitalsoftware.com
· Adobe GoLive CS2, Adobe Photoshop CS

Closing:


This proposal of the allocated grant money for the technology purchase is meant to provide the board a clear and defined layout of what the grant money encompasses. For further information or questions do not hesitate to contact either Ms. Sally Petersen or Ms. Leah Wynveen at any time. Again we would like to thank the people who have achieved this grant and would like to stress the importance and impact these technology purchases will have on the students of Sierra Nevada Middle School for years to come. 



