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MUS 142 Creative Piano Teaching 

Gustavus Adolphus College 

Observation Report

Observer:  ______________________

Teacher’s Name: ____________________   Date: ___________

Private or Group lesson: _______________

Age of student(s): _____________

1. How does the instructor teach children to learn the following concepts; notes, rhythm, tempo, phrasings, musical forms, etc.?  Describe in as much detail as possible.

2. How does the instructor introduce new materials to the children?

3. How does the instructor review existing assignments?  

4. How does the instructor keep children’s attention on the lesson?

5. Has the instructor given some new information, such as new musical/technical concept, additional practicing suggestions etc.?

6. What kind of personality traits did the instructor use to communicate with the student?  If you saw some good teaching, describe what he/she tried for this lesson.

7. Evaluate any creative teaching tactics that you saw in today’s lessons.  

Or, discuss how you would improve this lesson if you were teaching it (this question is particularly good for peer reviews).

Group Lesson only

8.  Describe the following as you observe the lesson.

a. The size of the class

b. The equipment used, if any.

9.  What type of class activities couldn’t be done in individual lessons and how effective were they to the teaching?

Feel free to add/exchange more questions.  (See MTNA Self Assessment Tools).
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