WHERE THEY ARE

SETTING: High school history

FOCUS QUESTIONS: While reading this case, consider the following
questions:

* How do you generate lessons that engage students?

* Do you consider yourself a student-centered teacher or a
content-focused teacher?

* How do you go about getting students excited and motivated
about your subject?

he first time 1 was observed by my college supervisor I taughe a
lesson T also chose to record. Although this was a requirement
for my portfolio, T was cager to get a picture of myself in full teacher
mode. After all, I had been teaching this class, a senior American
history elective titled Conflicts that Shaped Our Society, for a weck
already. I had rescarched, developed, and was ready to implement
what 1 thought was a very interesting lesson on the Red Baron.
Reviewing the digital images later on, my level of imexperience was
clear and so were the students' looks of boredom and disinterest!
By design, T intended m y Red Baron lesson to be a chance for me
to shine in front of everyone. I admit it~I felt a lictle cocky about
teaching because [ was an older student, returning to get my teach-
ing license after a stint in the military. I had been in ROTC during
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CHRAPTER 4

about giving up control of the classroom and using small group dis-
cussions. And I wondered if 1 would always be able to find realistic
connections hetween the topics and the students. Still, I wanted to
get the class involved in their own learning and see some interest,
some spark, ignite in the students’ eyes during my lessons.

Why go to all this ouble? I was committed to working on engag-
ing the students because I did not want a repeat of the deadly qull
Red Baron lesson. I was glad that I had ten more weeks left of my
student teaching experience—because developing lessons that were
interactive, engaging, and connected to the students’ lives would
certainly take some time!




