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EDUCATION

Ph.D. in Speech Communication, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL

2000 

M.S. in Speech Communication, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL

1992

B.A. in Communication Studies, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL

1988
TEACHING 

EXPERIENCE

Visiting Professor, Gustavus Adolphus College, 2001-present.

Assistant Professor, Carroll College, 2000-2001.

Lecturer, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 1999-2000.  

COURSES TAUGHT

Intercultural Communication

Oral Interpretation of Literature

Organizational Communication 

Researching Lived Experience

Interpersonal Communication

Introduction to Performing Culture (FTS  Fall 2002)

Public Speaking


Advanced Public Speaking

Introduction to Drama


Intercultural Communication and Gender in Fiji (J-term 2004)

Public Relations


Introduction to Human Communication

RESEARCH

PUBLICATIONS:

Understanding Imperfection: Embracing Wabi-Sabi. (Essay under review for a proposed book on autoethnography and culture edited by Jodi Kaufman, University of Georgia, April 2003.

American Women’s Experience of being Foreign in Japan:  A Qualitative Study.  (Under review Women’s Studies in Communication).

An American in Japan: Performing the Matsuri Dance. (Under review The Journal of Creative Non-Fiction).

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS:

“Fasting in Fiji:  The Effects of Western Media on Fijian Womens’ Performance of Gender.”   National Communication Association Annual Convention, Miami, November 2003.

“Regret to Inform: Issues on Writing and Performance.”  National Communication Association Annual Convention, New Orleans, November 2002.

“Performing Like an American:  The Effects of Media Representation on American Sojourners in Japan.”  National Communication Association Annual Convention, Atlanta, November, 2001.

“Radicalizing Women’s Roots Through Clothing and Cultural Performance.”  National Communication Association Annual Convention, Atlanta, November, 2001.

“Digging at the Roots:  Unearthing Intellectual and Pedagogical Challenges of Teaching Multiculturalism and Diversity from the Discipline of Speech Communication.”  Panel Participant, National Communication Association Annual Convention, Atlanta, November, 2001.

“Performing Consumption, Consuming Performance.”  National Communication Association Annual Convention, Atlanta, November, 2001.

“Screening Bodies: Embodying Mediated Performance.”  Performance Studies International Convention, Phoenix, March, 2000.

“Crossing the Color Lines: Regional Approaches and Activities in the Communication Classroom.” National Communication Association Annual Convention, Chicago, November, 1999.

“An American in Japan: The Examiner and the Examined.” Elmhurst College, Illinois, November, 1997.

“Performing Across Cultures: The Role of Performance in Intercultural Communication,” (with Nathan Stucky).  Central States Communication Association Annual Convention, Indianapolis, April, 1995.

I was a Blue Grass singer...in Japan. Writer and solo performer, Central States Communication Association Annual Convention, Indianapolis, April, 1995.

“The Rhetorical Devices of Christine DePisan.” Guest Lecturer, Rhetoric Seminar, Carbondale, October, 1994.

“Interpersonal Communication, American Style.”  Japanese and American Communication Seminar, Nakajo, Japan.  September & October, 1993.

“The Performance of Faith,” (with Linda Welker).  Speech Communication Association Annual Convention, Chicago, November, 1992.

“The Function of Polyphony in the Literature of C. S. Lewis.” Central States Communication Association Annual Convention, Cleveland, April, 1992.

 
SELECTED PERFORMANCES:

Director, Mind, Body, Art & Us Showcase. Gustavus Adolphus College.  February, 2003.

Director, Northern Exposure: Art as Communication and Communication as Art.  A gallery theatre event. Gustavus Adolphus College, December 2001.

“Fenton” in Screening Bodies.  Written and directed by MarcyRose Chvasta and Michael LeVan, Marion Kleinau Theatre, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, October 1999.

“The Angel of History” in Contagion.  Written and directed by Craig Gingrich-Philbrook, Marion Kleinau Theatre, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, April 1999.

Assistant Director & Performer in Performing Across Cultures.  Directed by Nathan Stucky, Marion Kleinau Theatre, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, April, 1995.

(Also presented at the Central States Communication Association annual convention, Indianapolis, April, 1995).

Director, Momotaro. Nakajo Campus Theatre, Southern Illinois University in Niigata, Japan, October 1993.

The narrator of “How I Contemplated my Life from the Detroit House of Corrections,” in Enter Without Knocking:  First Person Short Fiction.  Directed by Nathan Stucky, Marion Kleinau Theatre, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, April, 1993.

(Also presented at the joint meeting of the Central and Southern States Speech Communication Association annual convention, Lexington, Kentucky, April, 1993).

“Lotaria” and other roles in If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler, adapted and directed by Nathan Stucky, Marion Kleinau Theatre, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, October, 1991.

(Also presented at the Petit Jean Interpretation Festival, 1991).

CORPORATE/ORGANIZATIONAL EXPERIENCE

Recruiter, Trainer, and General Agency Coordinator. 


The John W. McTigue Agency of Northwestern Mutual Life, Chicago, IL, March 
1996-August 1998.  


Responsible for recruiting top career changers, college graduates, and interns for 
financial planning career.  Trained new associates in effective communication and 
presentation skills. Assisted in the curriculum design and administration of 
professional development and educational programs for financial planners and 
associate agents. 

Advisor and Liaison for the International Student in Japan Program.


Southern Illinois University in Nakajo, Japan, August 1993-May 1994.  

Responsible for activity coordination and assisting foreign students in intercultural communication and adaptation process.

Assistant Director of the Basic Communication Course.


Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, July 1992-May 1993.  


Responsible for coordination of teaching assistant orientation conference and TA 
training program implementation.  Regular lecturer in weekly TA pedagogy 
seminar.









Communication Curriculum Director.

The U.S. Office of Personnel Management, Chicago, IL, July 1988-April 1990.  Responsible for development and administration of training courses in 
communication for executive and office work force personnel.  

SERVICE

Inauguration Print and Publicity Subcomittee

Trainer, Facilitation Training Seminar, November 2003

Faculty Advisor, First Year Student Orientation Group, Fall 2002 & 2003.

Co-Advisor, Communication Studies Club, Spring 2003- present.

Workshop Leader for a discussion on Reality TV. Controversy Series, Spring 2003.

Boundary Waters Immersion Experience, Gustavus Adolphus College, August 2002.

Lecture Series Committee, Gustavus Adolphus College, Spring 2002-present.

Guest Judge, Festival of Dionysus: A student competition, Gustavus Adolphus College, May 2002.

Women’s Studies Curriculum Committee, Gustavus Adolphus College, Fall 2001-present.

Faculty Advisor to GIFT student organization, Gustavus Adolphus College, Fall 2001-present.

Professional Development Committee, Southern Illinois University, Department of Speech Communication August 1999-May 2000.

Graduate and Professional Student Council, Southern Illinois University, August, 1998-May, 1999.

Vice President, Speech Communication Organization, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, January-May, 1995.

Storyteller, Southern Illinois Festival for the Arts, Carbondale, October 1991-1992.

Student Representative, Performance Studies Student Body, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, August 1991-May 1992.

GRANTS

Bush Summer Teaching on Critical Thinking, Gustavus Adolphus College, 2002

Lilly Endowment Vocation Grant Workshop, Gustavus Adolphus College, 2003

HONORS AND AWARDS










Guest of Honor, Night of Distinction, Gustavus Adolphus College, May 2003.

Recipient, Marion Kleinau Award for Outstanding Achievement in Performance, Marion Kleinau Theatre, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, May 2000.

Recipient, Community Service Award, Marion Kleinau Theatre, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, May 1999.

Recipient, Outstanding Performer, Marion Kleinau Theatre, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, May 1992.

Outstanding Scholar, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, 1988.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

National Communication Association

Central States Communication Association

